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DE-^CATION- 



TO 



JOHN BROADLEY WILSON, ESQ. 

TreoMrer of the Baptist MisMnarff Society, 



t>tAK Sir, 

Were I to ^num^rate all the reasons 
why I cherish respect and venerd4;ion for your chris^ 
tian character, it might by som& be considered 
as an off(^ng of flattery and adulation: this I a^ 
persuaded would be as disagreeable to y^vn feel- 
ings, as it is abhorrent to my own; 

I may, however, be permitted4o say, that your 
repeated and bountiful donations, in support of ob- 
jects belonging to the denomination of which I am 
a member, and whose distinguishing tenet you have 
avowed; and especially of the steady friendship 
which you have long manifested towards the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, of whose Committee you 
have for ^^veral years been an efficient member. 
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iv DEDICATION. 

fully justify the unsolicited liberty I have taken 
of dedicating these Letters to you. 

I do this with entire satisfaction, from knowing 
you are perfectly acquainted with the subject of 
which they treat; because you have sympathized 
with the Society in all its trials, and have, in 
various ways, assisted it in all its difficulties. 

It has not been without feelings of most painful 
emotion, that I have written the history of this 
distressing controversy. I adopt in reference to it, 
the language applied to the condition of Israel: 
** And jftre is gone out of he?* branches, which hath 
devoured her fruit: this is a lamentation, and shall 
be for a lamentation.^''^ 

Most happy should I be, to see these contentions 
among brethren, brought to a final end ; but it will 
be better not to have peace, unless it be accompanied 
with righteousness. *' The wLfdom which is from above, 
is jftrst TUKE, — then peaceable, without partiality/, and 

without HYPOCUXSY." t 

As you possess in an eminent degree the rare, 
but. not incompatible, union of the suaviter in modo 
with the fortiter in re, I conclude that you will 
not disapprove of the spirit of these Letters. The 
occe^ional severity which you will find, was, . I 
thought, necessary in order for calling things by 

« Ezek.xiz. 14. f James, iii. 17. 
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DEDICATION. V 

their proper names, and exhibiting persons in their 
true colours. I am not aware, however, that I have 
violated the scripture precept, ** Be courteous." 
Unless I have deceived myself, I have acted upon 
the maxim of an inspired apostle ; " And he^xin do I 
exercise myself always^ to have a conscience void of 
offence toward God and toward men'' * 

That you may be yet long spared to see the peace 
and more abundant prosperity of the Mission ; and 
when you have fully '* served your generation by 
the will of God, fall asleep, full of days, riches and 
honours," and *' so have an entrance ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," is the ardent 
prayer of. 

Dear Sir, 

Your respectful Friend, 

JOSEPH IVIMEY. 



51, Devonshire Street ^ Queen Square^ 
March 14, 1831. 



• Acts, xiv. 16. 
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LETTERS 



ON THE 



SERAMPORE CONTROVERSY. 



LETTER I. 

To the Rev. Christopher Anderson, 

My Dear Brother, 

The familiar appellatioii which I have em- 
ployed, arises from the respect and affection I bear towards 
jou, " for the truth's sake which dwelleth in you,'' and from 
our long acquaintance, especially in connexion with mis- 
sionary operations, both in Ireland and India. The exis- 
tence of some nnhappy differences in the Denomination to 
i^hich we mutually belong, in regard to the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, will form the subject of these letters. 

I take it for granted, that the " Not A. Bene" appended 
to the Rev. W. Robinson's Letter, dated <' Edinburgh, 26th 
November, 1830," at the end of Dr. Marshmatfs " Reply,** 
&c. &c« &c. was written by you, though you did not think it 
proper to affix your name to it. You say, — 

^' In reference to the concluding hints in this letter of Mr. 
Robinson, it seems proper to notice, that there have eter been 
many in Britain, and within these few years also in Ireland, who 
have retained invariably the same deep interest in Serampore. 
But with regard to individuals at homey who were old in the 
causey and weU acquainted with circumstances y they have given 
place, no, not for an hour, to the unfounded or distorted reprC" 
mentations of others; and so far from being beguiled into any 
suspidony all that has occurred has, in fact, only tended to tw- 
erease their respect for their brethren in India, and more endear 

B 
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2 Opinions of the Rev. C Anderson. 

those all-important undertaking's among the benighted heathen^ 
in which they have been so long and so usefully employed. To 
become ^ the companions of them who have been so used/ is, 
however, an honour which, in the present instance, they had not 
expected/' 

** As for the Appeal from Serampore, just arrived, it only 
requires to be read. It is not merely a call, clear and unam- 
biguous, to greater exertion ; but it involves one of those great 
providential tests sometimes employed to find out those who 
have a mind to work. This is not a cause, they will say, between 
man and man. From those eastern provinces, where the tribes 
have none to address to them the everlasting gospel, save the 
brethren -dependant on Serampore, no consideration upon earth 
must divert our attention. Can we easily supply all that is 
wanted, and as easily continue to do so ? Then those out-stations 
are to be maintained — ^those wells in the desert not to be dried 
up.'* 

From hence I conclude, that yon fully approve ithe measures 
adopted by the brethren at Serampore; that you condemn 
those which the Committee of the Society have pursued con- 
cerning them; and that you intend to identify j^ourself with, 
and to assist by your influence, the ** Serampore Union," as a 
distinct Particular Baptist Society for propagating the Gos- 
pel among the Heathen, in India. 

You doubtless intend yourself, as ** one of the individuals 
at-home — old in the cause — well acquainted with circum- 
stances^" &c. &c. It is not, bow.ever, true in regard to all 
those, nor by any means to eL-mcijority of thern^ who belonged: 
to the Committee before the period of Mr, Fuller's death, 
that they have arrived at the conclusion which. you have 
arvowed, that*' all which has occurred has, in.fact, only tended 
to increase your esteem and s^fieotion." And yet, I presttme/ 
you would not attribute the sentiments of the late venerable^ 
Dr. Ryland, which were as opposite to your's as the east is 
froiti 'the west> to bis having been ••beguiled" by "the 
unfoanded und distorted representations of others!" Ton' 
would not think this in regard to our mutual and excellent 
friend, Mr. Burls! You know that these, and many besides, 
of the intimatefriends of Mr. Fnller, both of those departed, 
and (hose who survive, instead of having had their esteem 
atad afTection increased, .by *• all that has occurred" at Spram- 
pore, have experienced heart-f*elt grief and sorrow, that men 
of whom (hey entertainted the highest opinion, for whom they ] 
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felt the warmest affection^ and in whom they placed the most 
unbounded confidence, should, as regarded' the management 
of the Mission Station at Serampore, have departed from the 
noble and disinterested rules which tbey had adopted, and 
which had gained for them so much honour in the christian 
world. 

SuflTer me to add, without incurring the charge of egotism, 
that in regard to standing in the Committee, I am as '* old in 
the cause'' as you are : our names having been added to it at 
the same time, in 1812, And perhaps, from my intimate 
acquaintance with the excellent Mr, Fuller, for the last eight 
years of his life, I may consider myself as ** well acquainted 
with circumstances '* as yon are likely to be* 1 well remember 
Mr. F. to have said, after he had been conversing with me 
for a considerable time respecting the state of the Mission in 
India: ** Well, now I believe you know every thing about it 
as well as I do." I should not have mentioned this fact, had 
yon not laid so much stress on the circumstance of your being 
one of the '' individuab at home, old in the cause, and well 
acquainted with circumstances." *• Howheit/* says Paul, 
** whereinsoever any is hold, I speak foolishly ^ I am bold 
also.*' 

' I am not about to censure yon, for having arrived at the 
conclusion which yon have expressed, nor on account of your 
having avowed that opinion in strong language; (though you 
ought, certainly, to have abstained from inuendoes, reflecting 
upon the Committee, of which, till very lately, you were a 
member;) I have no doubt but you consider it an honour to 
be the *' companion" of Drs. Carey and Marshman, but do 
not understand how you have suffered any thing in common 
with them; nor need you apprehend that any honour of that 
kind awaits you'; your zeal in their cause does not demand 
the " spirit of a christian^ martyr !" 

.Whilst, however, I give you credit for integrity, as to the 
opinions which you have expressed, I claim from you the 
same degree of credit, notwithstanding I have arrived at a 
totally diflerent conclusion. And so far as I know iny own 
heart, I have not been . ** beguiled, " nor have I given place' 
to ** unfounded and distorted representations." My senti- 
ments in rdation to the Serampore brethren, have been 
formed from the time of the Birmingham Committee Meeting,. 
in August 1818. From the letter written by them to the 
Committee, (which* I shall have another opportunity of noti- 
cing,) I coAsidered that Messrs. Carey, Marshman and 
Ward bad actually, though not avowedly, formed themselves 

b2 
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into a separate and independent Society; and under that 
conviction, I wrote a resolution at that Meeting, intending 
to propose that the Society should declare them to be no 
longer its Missionaries; but from the strong desire which 
was expressed to continue in connexion with them, and to 
endeavour to heal the breach which had been made, I did not 
submit it. 

, Having attended nearly all the Committee Meetings since 
that period, my first impression has been deepened, by all the 
events which have since occurred at Serampore. I consider 
that their having denied that the Society has any property in 
the dwelling houses, printing establishment, paper mill, 
money in the Company's funds, &c. &c. is a violation of the 
implied condition on which they entered into the service of 
the Society, as well as being in direct opposition to the prin- 
ciples which they originally adopted, in regard to devoting^ 
all property purchased from a common Mission stock, to the 
objects for which that fund was raised. 

Notwithstanding, however, this separation of themselves 
from the Society, the Committee, as you know, made them 
repeated grants to a considerable amount ; nor was it till they 
were refused any acknowledgment of their appropriation, 
that they withheld assistance from them; and, therefore, 
they have no ground for complaint for having '' been go 
used." 

Notwithstanding you have not assigned any reasons for 
your *' increased esteem and affection " for the brethren at 
Serampore, I will endeavour, in the subsequent letters, 
frankly to ** shew my opinion," for not being able to unite 
with you in that feeling. In doing this, I shall avoid all per- 
sonalities, and all offensive expressions, as I am not aware of 
any disposition towards either you or them, which will prevent 
my ** speaking the truth in love" My conviction is deliberate 
and conscientious ; and I feel not the least hesitation in re- 
asserting it, ** that the spirit which the Committee have uni- 
formly manifested towards the Missionaries, and for which 
they have been so bitterly traduced, may be described in a 
very short sentence: conciliation, but not gompromisb»" 
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LETTER IL 

Seniinunls of the Rev. Andrew FuUer in relation to the 
Baptist Missionary Society. 

My Dbar Brother, 

I consider it necessary to state what were the 
sentiments of Mr. Fuller^ in regard to the kind of connexion 
which originally subsisted between the Serampore brethren 
and the Society ; also, as to the nature and amount of the pro- 
perty which had been purchased at Serampore ; and, finally, 
as to the plan on which he conducted the Society, and which 
he considered desirable should be acted upon after bis 
decease. 

1. As regards the kind of connexion which originally sub- 
sisted between the Missionaries and the Society, 

You know that at a Meeting held at Nottingham, May 31, 
1792, it was " resolved, that a plan should be prepared for 
forming a Society among the Baptists;" and that the Society 
was actually formed at Kettering, October 2, following, and 
designated •* The Particular Baptist Society for propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen/* A Committee was ap- 
pointed, consisting of the Rev. Messrs. John Ryland, Rey- 
nold Hogg, William Carey, John Sutcliff, and Andrew 
Fuller, " three of whom were empowered to act in carrying 
into effect the purposes of the Society." The Rev. Reynold 
Hogg was chosen the Treasurer, and the Rev. Andrew Fuller 
the secretary. The subscriptions towards a fund, from the 
persons who formed the Society, amounted to £13. 2*. 6rf. 

The fourth meeting of ** the primary Society " was held at 
Kettering, Jan. 10, 1793 ; and at this meeting the Committee 
engaged Mr. (now Dr.) Carey and Mr. Thomas as Missiona- 
ries. The Index to the first volume of the Periodical 
Accounts, speaks of Mr. Thomas as *^ engaged with Mr« 
Carey in a Mission to Bengal." 

I request you to observe how carefully Dr. Marshman, in 
bis " Reply to Mr. Dyer's Letter," overlooks the consti- 
tution of the Society. In his account of the origin of 
the Baptist Mission, it appears as if no persons had any hand 
in it but Carey and Fuller ! He gravely asserts, what is most 
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readily admitted, that ** the conDexion in which Carey and 
Fuller stood to each other, was not that of mastifr and servant, 
mach less that of master and slave! "* You will see that Dr. 
Carey's connexion was with the Society, and not with Mr. 
Fuller, only as he was {he secretary of that Society. It is 
admitted the connexion was not that of master and slave ; 
but does it follow that J)t. Carey was iu no sense subject to 
the control and direction of the Committee ? Did he not go 
to Bengal ''under the patronage of the Society?'' Were 
not all the expences of his outfit, and that of his family, and 
of their voyage paid by the Society ?f Was not an annual 
salary guaranteed to him by the Committee for two years? 
It cannot be denied then, that, in some sense or other. Dr. 
Carey must have been the servant of the Society, not intend- 
ing by that term any inferiority, but simply that he bad 
placed himself under the superintendence and control of 
those by whom his salary was secured. 

It will be seen that Dr. Carey's connexion was with the 
Society, and with the Committee which had been appointed 
to manage its concerns; and therefore it is not so ''self 
evident," as Dr. Marshman asserts, that " Carey and Fuller 
stood in no other relation to each other than that of brethren 
BXkd fellow-labourers, in this glorious work."jl 

Dr. Marshman endeavours to shew, that even if a con- 
nexion originally subsisted, by which Dr. Carey was the 
Missionary of the Society, that so soon as he became able to 
support himself, that relationship no longer continued. For 
this purpose he gives a quotation from a letter of Dr. Carey, 
dated Sept. 5, 1827, as follows : — " Very soon after brother 
Thomas and I arrived in India, we each undertook the. 
management of an indigo factory on our own account; and 
my letters to the Society on that occasion, express my relin- 
quishment of the Society's support, and repeated declarations 
that I hoped to support schools, translate and print the scrip- 
tures, &c. on my own account." § 

The question is, whether Dr. Carey, at the time he refers 
to, as having "relinquished the Society's support," consi- 
dered himself as being no longer connected with the Society, 
and under the direction of the Committee? I trow not. 
Much less did the Committee consider tbat Dr. Carey had 
ceased to belong to the Society. All the letters of corres- 

* Reply, &c. p. 10. 

+ These amounted for Messrs. Carey and Thomas, and their families, to 
more ihan £1000,^B rief ^'airativCf p, 11. 
t Reply, &c. p. II. % Ibiil, p. 7. 
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|>otid60oe between bim and the Committee, forbid ns from 
concladiDff that any alteration had, on that occoant, taken 
plac4)^in IneK mntaal relation to each other. 

Tbe coUeagae of Dr. Cfarey, Mr. John Thomas, writiogfrom 
-Malda to the Society, April 25, 1796, savs : — ** We resigned 
tm salary while yet poor, not with the feast idea of making 
oarselves indtpendent of ike Society, bat .to enable it to ex- 
tend its benevoleot exertions to otner parts of the world. ^ 
In proof of tiiis^ too. Dr. Garey says in a Letter to Mr. Fnller, 
dated Nov. 16, 1796: ** We shad be glad to follow the plan 
advised by you for receiving assistance from England, and 
g^viiig our mite in return as a gift to the Society.*' 

In fertber proof of these remarks, a few extracts from th6 
Periodical Accounts are selected! 

It was not long, it appears, after Dr. Carey had relin- 
quished the Society's support, before he again applied for its 
aid; format a Committee Meeting held at Kettering, Aag« 
29, 1797, it was resolved, ** That our brethren having, in so 
disinterested a manner, declined their ordinary income from 
us, at a time when they thought they could do without it ; 
and various unforeseen occurrences having since occurred, 
wbich render it necessary that we afford them substantial as-* 
sistance, the arrears of the salary, which for a time they -have 
voluntarily declined, be made good by tbe Society. That 
tb^ mode of future subsistence be left to the discretion of our 
brother Carey, with whom we will cheerfully co-operate to. the 
utmost of our power."* 

Another resoluidon was passed ". at a Minister's meeting, 
held at Kettering, Oct. 10, 1798, when nearly all the members 
of tbe Conamittee were present:"—" Resolved, that the Mis- 
sionaries be authorized to draw on a banking-house in Lon- 
don for their salaries, and Mr. Carey for the translations, 
or any other general object of tbe Mission." I find too, that 
in 1799, " a sum of £136. was remitted to the Missionaries 
in India.'^ 

It is not wonderful that Dr. Carey, writing more than thirty 
years after these events took place, should have forgotten that 
the regular salary which he bad voluntarily relinquisbcfd, had- 
been afterwards made good to him. Is it not a pity that 
Dr. Marshman had not read the above resolution, as it might 
have saved him all the trouble of shewing that Dr. Carey's 
original connexion with the Society had been dissolved, by 

• Periodical Accounts, vol. i. p. 358. 
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his baYing ceased to draw bb means of sapport from it, nor 
coald be with any propriety have said :«— 

'* After Carey went to India, the connexion between bim 
and his associates there* and Fuller and bis friends at borne, 
up to the time of his death, was totally different from that sub* 
sisting between the Missionaries now sent forth, aaod the 
continuous Committee, chosen from year to year to conduct 
those operations ;" — ** his case mast have differed from that of 
Missionaries now sent forth, even if he and his brethren had 
not famished, for so many years, the greater part of the 
funds which supported their Mission/'* 

In the year 1799, the Society sent out foar Missionaries, 
pf whom Mr. (now Dr.) Marshman was one. The expences 
attending it, are thus stated in the Periodical Accounts, 
viz. — 

' 1. ** Joarneying' and other expences of the 
Missionaries, preparatory to their departare . £ 66 7 

2. Passage for four men, four women, and 

four children to India 840 

• 3. Clothes and other Accommodations for 
the Missionaries during their voyage, and on 
their arrival . 407 17 6 

4. Books for the Missionaries • • . • 90 19 9 

6. For incidental expences during the voy- 
age, and after leaving the ship •••••• 200 

6^ For their immediate support, on arrival 200 

7. Drugs for the Missionaries 20 12 

£1825 16 8"t 



This statement is not given for the purpose of shewing 
that Dr. Marsh man, and his three brethren, sold their liberty 
for the sum which their going to India cost the Society ; but 
surely he would not, at that time, though the phrase might 
now offend him, have objected to be considered as the servant 
of the Society which had employed him, nor as being under 
the direction of the Committee to whom the Subscribers had 
committed the management of its affairs. 

NoWf if it were even admitted, that Dr. Carey's case, by 
bis having ** relinquished the Society's support, must have 
differed from that of Missionaries now sent forth ;" how does 

* Reply, p. 11. t Appendix to Periodkal Aocounts, No. 6. rol. i. 
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Farm ^Agr^^meni in 1805. 9 

that jaatify Uie condact of Dr. Marskman and Mr. Ward? 
When did they formally relinquish the Society's sopport, or 
beg the Committee, instead of sending their funds to Seram* 
pore, to turn them into some other missionary channel, as they 
had a sn£5cient income, not only for themselves, bat to sap- 
port other missionary objects ? Instead of this, they continae 
for several years, to receive all that was sent tiiem from 
England, without ever hinting they considered themselves 
unconnected with the Society, excepting in ** the relation of 
ireihren and fellow^labourers in the same glorious work."* 

I appeal to the knowledge which yoa had of Mr. FuUer^i 
manner of speaking respecting Messrs. Carey, Marshman, 
and Ward, whether he did not consider them as bona fide 
servants of the Society ; and whether he would not, had Dr. 
Marsbman said, ** What, then, brother Fuller, are yon our 
master 9 and we your slaves?'* have treated it as a wretched 
sophism, too gross to require argument to expose it; too 
much savouring of ingratitude and pride to demand any thing 
more than a sigh or a tear to lament it ; or if he had replied, 
he would have said something like this : — * Well, if yoa 
refuse to be considered as our servants, you had better avow 
yonrselves to be a distinct Society, and as no longer in any 
amnexion with that Society, to the support you have derived 
from which, you owe your missionary character and prosperity.* 

I proceed to notice — 2. '7%« sentiments of Mr. Fuller, as 
to the nature and amount of properly which had been pur^ 
chased at Serampore. These, of course, were derived from 
the information which he had received from the Serampore 
brethren He had been told by them, and he communi- 
cated it to the public, that in 1800^ they had formed a family 
anion of all the Missionaries, and that one of its rules was, 
** That no one of us do engage in any private trade, but that 
all shall be done for the benefit of tbe Mission.*' 

Dr. Marsbman, in a letter, dated Jan. 5, 1801, says: — 
** On the observance of this fundamental rule depends the 
salvation of the Mission ;" a term which, at that time, had 
always been considered synonymous with Society. Again, 
he says, August 28, 1805 : *' Remember we are entirely de- 
pendant upon you ; none of the property purchased is our 
own.** In a letter to his father in this year. Dr. Marsbman 
says : ** We have settled for ourselves a monthly allowance. 
All that Providence gives us besides, goes into a fund from 

• Reply, p. 11. 
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whicli t)ie houAehold ejcpences are iMhiyed; and wbatfeYer 
rearainft oTer» with all that our friands in Aigkiid can send 
vAf goes to the Mission/' 

Dr. Care; says^ in a letter to M^ Fatter, Ang. 96, 180&: 
f ' Among onr regulations there is oiie» and perhapisi the mie 
on which the • Mission depends* at least broUieTS Wkurdy 
Marshman, and myself think so« tkai.alleifrHingtiabdlgo'U 
a oommon9tocky and no am have am primte prapertp^ except 
a small allowance for necessaries/ 

You well know with what pleasore Mr, F. commimieAted the 
f Form of Agreement, respecting the great piiaoiples npon 
which the brethren of the Mission at SercMopore thii^ it their 
dnty to act in the work of instructing the heathen, in 1 805^'** At 
]he close of that very solemn document; the Missionaries say^ 
^' Finally, let us give ourselves unreservedly to this glorioos 
cause ; fetus never think that our time, oar gifts, oorst^engil^ 
pur families, or even the clothes we wear, are our own« Let 
us sanctify them all to God and his cause. Ob I that he may 
^anctify us for bis work. Let us for ever shut out the idea 
of laying up a cowry for ourselves and oar childceo. If we 
give up the resolution which was formed on the subject of 
trade, when we first united at Serampore, the mission is ficom 
that hour a. Lost eanse— a worldly spirit, quarrels, and evei^ 
^vil work will succeed, the moment it is admitted that each 
brother may do something on his own account. "Woe to that 
iaan who s^all ever make the least movement towards such a 
measure! Let us continually watch against any snob mea<^ 
9ure! Let us continually watch against a worldly spirit, and 
cultivate a Christian spirit towards every indulgence. Rathev 
let us bear hardships as good soldiers of Jesus Christ; and 
endeavour in every state to be content. To keep these ideas 
alive in oar minds, we resolve that this document should he 
i?ead publicly at .every station at our three Annual Meetings^ 
viz. on the first Lord's-days in January, in May, and October* 

William Carey. Joshua Marshman. 

William Ward. John Chamjberlain. 

Richard Mardon. John Biss. 

William Moore. Joshua Rowe. 
Felix Carey. 
Missionary House, Serampore.** 

In the account given by Mr. Fuller, in the Brief Narrative, 
p. 31, of Mr. Carey's appointment in the New College at 

* See this important document at length in Periodical Accounts, vol. iii. 
pp. 193, 211. 
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MiiMion Property at S^rampon. 3L|L 

Port WilUaui, he remarks :~'' Every temporal advaatage 
that might arise from it would, on the ground of their esfa^ 
bUeked rulest be otdy eo much added to the miseionary etock^' 

The missionary commaaieations I next noticoi are thos^ 
whioh relate to the purchase of houses, &c* from the United 
Missionary Stock for the use of the Society. 

** We have purchased, say they, a large house in the middle 
of the town for 6000 rupees, or about £8U0. Being near to CaU 
cutta, it is of the utmost iqiportance to our school, our press, 
and our connexion with England."* In the journals of the 
Missionaries, Oct. 2, 1801, they say, '* We agreed to pur7 
x^hase the adjoining house for 10,343 rupees. The garden^ 
&c. contains more than four acres of land. By this addition 
we have room not only for our two schools, increa&ing family^ 
printing and binding basiness, but also for a number of new 
Miaeionariee ; we, therefore, thought it an object of some 
importance to secure it while it was offered. "f 

And as to the manner in which these premises were paid for, 
4bey add: — ** We owed,' say they to the Society, Dec. 18, 
1801, ** 4000 rupees when »we first gjurcbased oar house* 
But at this time an opportunity offered of drawing on youl 
which, though highly disadvantageous to us, we were obliged 
io accept, and accordingly negotiated a draft for £1133. &•; 
soon after that we drew again to the amount of 2000.rupees» 
This enabled us to discharge the debt, to provide for our 
necessities, and to erect an • upper room over our schoolr 
house." j: 

The Missionaries, in a letter to the Society, Sept. 24, 1804, 
signed W. Carey, J Marshman, W. Ward, J. Chamberlain,^ 
Felix Carey, say*:^^^' Our whole expenditure during the five 
years we have been at Serampore, has not been less than 
£13,000. ; and we have.had from England in money, goods^ 
&c. not more than £5740. 17i. 7J., and this sum is not sunt, 
but vested in. the premises belonging to the Mission.'' ^-^ 
or Dec 31, 1805, we have the state of account thus given: 

Balance in favour of the Mission above • • 5,700 rupees. 

Received from England in the year . . . 16,515 

Value of the Premises above 87,000 

Other property above 25,000 

Again, in Jan. 1810, Mr, Ward says, " If we add the very 
Taluable Mission pr<)perty at this station [Serampore] belong'*, 

♦ Periodical Accounts, vol. li. p. 41. f Ibid, p. 186. 

Ibid, p.-227. ^ Ibid, vol. iii. p 5^4. 
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ing to the Society^ it will appear^ God hath done great things 
for us/'* &c. 

Ton know it wonld be easy to enlarge these quotations 
from the Periodical Accoants of the Society ; bat I proceed 
to notice some facts, notwithstanding yon are, doubtless^ 
well acquainted with them. Did not Mr. Faller say, in a 
letter to the Rev« John Owen, secretary of the Bible 
Society, in reference to Doctor Buchanan's scheme for an 
Eastern Propaganda : — ** I need not say, that the Mission- 
aries could not accede to it ; for if there had been no other 
objection, it would have been alienating iC6000., of which 
they were only Trustees*^ Did not Mr. Fuller sav, in the 
'' Brief Statement of the Baptist Mission," dated Kettering, 
July 23, 1812 :— '' The annaal expenditure of this Mission 
at home and abroad, exclasive of the translations, amounts at 
present to five or six thousand pounds. It has not cost the 
public, however, upon an average, during the twenty years of 
its continuance, more than two thousand per annum ; and 
out of this, there are buildings and other accommodations for 
themission, to the value of six or eight thousand pounds, 
which remains THE property op the Society." 

About this time, a memorial was presented to the Right 
Honourable Spencer Perceval, signed on behalf of the Com- 
mittee of the Baptist Missionary Society, by Andrew Fuller, 
John Sutcliff, and James Hinton. It states : — ^* To form 
and sustain an establishment equal to the purposes above 
stated [translations, schools, and preachers] the Society has 
necessarily incurred a very heavy expence. The value of 
their property, now at Serampore, and other places in India, 
is of very considerable amount, not less than £10,(KH)., and 
the annual charge of conducting the Mission is, on the ave- 
rage, not less than £8000. 

' Is it not marvellous, considering this statement was pub- 
lished in 1812, that the Missionaries, who must have received 
it by the end of that year, did not correct the erroneous 
sentiments of the venerable secretary ; but instead of this, 
that they should continue so to write on the subject, as ap- 
pears from their published correspondence, as to confirm all 
his representations t 

Mr. Fuller, in the next year, 1813, in his conversations 
with Members of Parliament, and in a Brief Sketch which 
he published, enlarged his statement from £10,000« to 

* This was printed on a large sheet, and eztensirely circulated. When 
Mr. J. C. Marshman was in London, a proof sheet of this was shewn him, in 
which it was stated, in Mr. Fuller's land- writing,** twenty thousand pounds." 
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Dr. MarshmarCs Statement as to Amount of Property. 19 

£20,000.* It woald have been difficult to account for 
this, had not Dr. Marshman, by a letter to Dn Rylaod, 
May 8, 1812, famished the solution. Before enumerating 
the various kinds of property in India, he says: — '* Yoar 
property at this moment in India is w6rth not less than ten 
thousand pounds ;" and he concludes by stating, ** Full 
twenty thousand pounds sterling, instead of ten^ — not a 
farthing of which belongs to US,, hut ALL to YOU.'' 

In this year, memorable for the renewal of the East India 
Company's Charter,, the Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society presented a petition, to the Legislature, which had 
been drawn up by Mr. Fuller. An extract from this will 
farther shew, what were the views of the Secretary and the 
Committee upon the kinds of property belonging to the 
Society at Serampore, &c. viz. : 

** That the. property ^f this Society in India, partly arising 
from the liberality of the christian public, and partly from 
the literary labours and unexampled generosity of the Mis- 
sionaries, and consisting of public' and private baiidings, a 
type foundry, a paper manufactory, a printing establishment, 
and monies in the Company's funds, amounts to many 
thousand pounds." 

If it be asked upon what authority the Committee made 
this particular specification of ** the property of the Society 
in India," the following statement, made by Dr. Marshman in 
the letter referred to, will answer the question, viz. — 

Premises at Serampore, worth at least • • • £ 5000 

Property in the printing-office remaining after 
the fire, in presses, punches, and melted metal • • IfiOO 

Mr. Grant's legacy, left to the support of the 
Mission, the interest only applicable thereto • • 2500 

Property in the Mission House, 34, Lall Bazaar, 
Calcutta 1000 

N.B. — ^The remainder purchased jointly with our 
little private property. 

Money in the Chapel lent by us, time after time, 
in order to rear and finish it 2000 

N.B.^This now runs at interest, and we hope on 
some future day the congregation will be able to 
clear it off. 

Carried forward » . . . £ 12,000 

• Periodical Accouuu, vol. It. p. 101. 



Digitized by 



Google 



14: . * Mr. WarfsAaiemini: 

Broogfat forward • ; • • £12,000 
Money in haad belonging to Uie-ont ■ stationa f and, 
inolading what we are to receive from Messrs. 

Kolt abd Fernandez «... 1500 

Property in the Mission Honse at Rangoon • / 600 

Ditto at Digah, near Patna 600 

' Bongalow, &c. at Goamalty* 900- 

Ditto at Cutwa . « *. • 100. 

. OiitstandiRg debts belofiging to the school, in 

general good •« 9000 

Library, Mnseam, ficc. •••••• ^ • ' 1500 

In varioas works at press, and partly printed off; 
brother Carey's Bengalee Dictionary ;. second edi- 
tion of brother Ward's work, 600 copies ; second • 
edition of Confacius ; an edition of Dr. Bippon's 
Hymns, &c 1200 

£21,200 



Dr. Marshman adds : *' I do not inclade the varioas 
editions of the scriptures lying by us for distribution ; these 
belong neither to us nor you, but to the church of God and 
the religious public, for whom we are stewards. When to 
this sum yon add what the fire consumed, you will perceive, 
that every farthing you have hitherto sent out to India is still 
existing in property devoted to the cause of God ; nay, more, 
every farthing you have collected from the beginning prior 
th 1810, the last accounts we have, as I wilt shew you. You 
will^say, whence have cotfie then all the' expence of joumies, 
and of founding ten churches ? Truly, my dear Sir, from him- 
who kept the widow's meal and cruse of oil from- failing." 
' To deny the accuracy then of the Committee^ statement 
to the Legislature is impossible ; and I have*no doubt, having 
been perfectly acquainted- with all the* circumstances attend- 
ing the application to Parliament, that it was owing, chiefiv, 
to the ''unexampled generosity of the Missionaries," m 
partly furnishing •* the property of the Society," which, they 
say, *^ amounted to many thousand pounds," that the appli« 
cation was attended with success. 

That similar opinions on the subject were held at Seram- 
p ore, even in 1815, is most evident from the following letter 
of Mr.^Ward, addressed to me, dated Oct. IS, 1815, just 
after the death of Mr. Fuller, and about the time that event 
was known at Serampore. He thns l^peaks on the subject of 
the Society's property at Serampore :— . 
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^^ The pfiemkes belonging to this station, or rather to the 
Socktyi h&re cost more than 50,000 rupees, and die stock of 
the printing-office cannot be wi^rth less than 20,000, brbiging. 
in a mission revenae of 48,000 rupees a jear/' 

I ueedtiot add to the number of tnese documents: you know 
that, for the few last years of Mr. Fuller's life, "the unexam- 
pled liberality of the senior Missionaries,'* was the topi'c upon 
.which all of us urged the claims of the Society. Have not you 
often said, " Whilst Dr. Carey gives annuully iElOOO, from 
his professorship, and Dr. Marsbman a similar sum from his 
school, and Mr. Ward the same from his printing-office, 
towards the Society, you, surely, will not withhold your con- 
tribution from so good a work. 

3. As to the plan on which Mr » Fuller conducted the 
Society, and that which he considered desirable should be 
acted upon after his decease. 

In the memoirs of Mr. Fuller, Dr. Byland most correctly 
observes : — *' The whole weight of its concerns lay more 
upon him than upon any other man in England, and he cared 
for it night and day ; and most disinterestedly laid himself 
Qut for its welfare from its commencement to his death." ^ 

He did not, however, act alone; but took every opportu-> 
nity of coDsulting the Committee at the Half-yearly District. 
Meetings of the Korthamptonshire Ministers. I find in the 
Periodical Accounts during the whole of this period, various 
Resolutions adopted by the Committee at different places; 
as at Arnsby, Long-Buckby, Northampton, Clipston, OIney,. 
and Kettering. 

- Hespecting the management of the business of the Society^ 
l)r. Ryland says, speaking of the period while, he lived at. 
Northampton: — "In all our Comipittee meetings, our con- 
cerns were managed without debate or contention; and this,, 
not because others had not full liberty to state their opinions,^ 
but because we all felt as brethren; and if his [Mr. Fullers] ^ 
opinion was treated with peculiar respect,' it was because we. 
found, by constant experience, that such was the soundness 
of his judgment, that we scarcely ever had^cause to regret' 
a compliance with his advice."* 

By perusing the Periodical Accounts, it is also evident' 
that Mr. Fuller, as its secretary, acted scrupulously in con- 
nexion with . the Committee of the Society. The measures 
adopted by him, were not his own determinations merely, but 
the resolutions of the Committee. 

« fi.yland*BMemoiriofFaUer,pp.$i51,252. ^ 
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16 Committee of the Society in 18i0« 

It may not be improper to give the names of those who 
composed the Committee, as they appear in the ** Periodical 
Accoants" for the year 1810: — 

John Fawcett, D.D. Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire. 

John Ryland, D.D. Bristol. 

John Sutclifp, A.M. Oiney. 

Robert Hall, A.M. Leicester. 

Robert Mills, Sheepshead. 

John Jarman, Nottingham. 

William Nichols, CoUingham. 

Jambs Hinton, A.M. Oxford. 

Reynold Hogg, Ryegate, Sorry. 

Joseph Dent, Milton, near Northampton. 

William Wilson, OIney. 

James Hobson, Kettering. 

John Yates, Leicester. 

James Lomax, Nottingham. 

William Burls, 56, Lothbnry, London. 

Thomas King, Birmingham, Treasurer. 

Andrew Fuller, Kettering, Secretary. 

To shew the regularity with which the proceedings of the 
Society were conducted, I copy the following account:-— 
** A general Meeting of the Society being called by the 
secretary, was held at Kettering, Sept. 29, 1812, when the 
following resolutions were unanimously passed : — 

1. That the Ministers' meeting, held towards the end of 
September, or at the beginning of October, at Kettering and 
Northampton alternately, be in future considered as the an- 
nual meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society, at which the 
committee, with the treasurer and secretary shall be appointed; 
the sermons bear a relation to the subject ; and a brief state- 
ment given by the secretary of any recent intelligence. 

2. That the Society approves of the proceedings of its 
committee, and recommends a perseverance in the same nnos- 
tentatious and prudent course, in which things have been 
hitherto conducted. 

3. That the same committee be continued another year, 
and the following names be added to it : — William Newman, 
F. A. Cox, and Joseph Ivimey, of London ; John Saffery« 
Salisbury; John Dyer, Plymouth; Isaiah Birt, Plymondi 
Dock; Henry Page, and Thomas Roberts, Bristol ; William 
[Thomas] Coles, Bourton; John Palmer, Salop; Thomas 
Morgan, Birmingham; Thomas Blundell, Northampton; 
William Steadman, Bradford; Mark Wilks, Norwich; Chris- 
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fopher Anderson, Edinburgh; James Deakin, Glasgow; 
George Barclay, Kilwinning; and Micah Thomas, Aber- 
gayenny. 

4. That the Society approves of the condact of its secre- 
tary and treasurer, and requests their continuance in office 
another year. 

5. That the secretary be allowed 120 guineas for the next 
year to provide an assistant in his arduous work. 

6. That the Society doth most cordially approve of lite 
proceedings of its Missionaries, and earnestly recommends 
the younger, to emulate the disinterested, laborious, patient, 
and prudent conduct of their elder brethren. 

7. That tBe late alarming fire at Serampore calls for the 
prompt and liberal exertions of the churches, to repair the 
heavy loss, and to restore the worthy missionaries to their 
wonted labours. 

8. That a letter be addressed from this meeting, in the 
name of the Society, to the missionaries and churches in the 
East, and that it be printed in No. XXIII. of the Periodical 
Accounts.'* 

In this Letter the Committee say, in reference to the future 
management of the Society, — " Considering that several of 
us are drawing towards the period of our labours, we have at 
this meeting taken measures which we hope may, with the 
divine blessing, provide for futurity. The seat of the Society 
will, it is hoped, continue in the Association in which it ori- 
ginated, and where we trust it will be conducted in the same 
quiet and harmonious way which it has hitherto been ; but 
we have agreed to enlarge the Committee, by adding to it 
some of our brethren from different parts of the kingdom, 
who appear best suited for the work, and to hs^ve had their 
hearts most interested in it. Their names you will see in the 
resolutions. Many of these brethren cannot, for local reasons, 
ordinarily assemble with us for consultation; but they can 
receive and communicate intelligence, and promote the ob- 
ject in their several connexions." 

In addition to this plan, Mr. Fuller wrote to the Missiona- 
ries at Serampore, recommending five persons, members of 
the Committee, with whom he requested them to commence 
at once a correspondence: these were Messrs. BurLs and 
Ivimey, of London ; Saffery, of Salisbury ; Dyer, of Read- 
ing; and yourself.* The two last of these he mentioned as 

"* My authority for this statement is as foUows: — About the commence* 
ment of the year 1615, Mr. Fuller con?ersed with me as to some of the Com- 
mittee opening a correspondence with the- Missionaries at Serampore, He 

C 
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18 Prejudices of Mr. Fuller. 

best sailed to fill the secretary's office; and, as yoa well 
know, when he was on his death-bed, he recommended you 
to succeed him in that office, and that you should be re- 
quested to remove to Kettering, that you might conduct the 
oociety as he had done, in connexion with the Committee. 

You must have been well acquainted with his prejudices 
against the manner in which other Missionary Societies had 
conducted their annual meetings in London. He considered 
tJbat chousing a person of rank or distinction to fill the chair, 
and the long speeches made on those occasions, savoured 
of ostentation and parade ; and therefore it was he provided, so 
£ir as he possibly could, that the seat of the Mission should 
not be removed to London, but remain in that association 
wherein it originated, and by which it had been condocted. 

Dr. Marshman more than insinuates that Mr. Fuller con- 
sidered, at this period, there were persons desirous of remov- 
ing the management of the Mission to London; and says, 
*'Mr. Sutcliif had said, in conversation with a respectable 
gentleman, we do not consider ourselves as legislators for 
our brethren ; but merely as co-workers with them. If ever 
the Committee begins to legislate for India, I should expect 
they would issue a declaration of independence, and I should 
not be sorry if they did. We uever pretended to govern 
them, for two reasons : one is, we think them better able to 
govern themselves, than we are to govern them; another is, 
they are at too great a distance to wait for our directions. 
Our business has been little more than to furnish them with 
means, and to send out a few recruits. When we consulted 
some of our best friends in the North, they said, in a tone 
» that we felt to be imperative, ' Lei the seat of tie Society he 
where it is.' " 

Notwithstanding what Dr. Marshman has said to the con- 
trary, the plain meaning of Mr. SutcUff was, in which 
doubtless Mr. Fuller agreed, that in the event of the Com- 
mittee attempting to exercise dominion over the Serampore 
Missionaries, and other brethren in India, he should not be 
surprised nor sorry, if they proclaimed themselves ^. separate 
Society, and were to remain no longer affiliated with the 
Society in England. 

soon after sent to me an unsealed letter, which he had addressed to them on 
the subject, telling me he wished it to be read to Mr. Boris, and then be for- 
warded to India. Mr. Ward's letter to me, dated Oct. 13, 18(5, (printed in the 
History of the Eoglish Bai)tists, vol. iv. p. 150), was an answer to my first 
letter written to him at the request of Mr. Fuller. 
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Respect shewn to the memory of Mr. Futter. 19 



LETTER III. 



Events which happened from the death of Mr. Fuller, May 7, 
181$^ till the General Committee meeting held at Bir- 
mingham, Avgust 19^20, 1818. 



My Dear Brother, 

No man could have beea more esteemed while 
livings or more lamented at his dealb, by tlie members of the 
Society, than was Mr. Faller. The Committee say, at its 
next Meeting, held at Laton, on the 17th of May, 1815 : — 
*^ The loss, which the Society has sustained by the death of 
our indefatigable Secretary, is snch as the exertions of no 
indiyidnal can repair. A great part of the fands were coU 
looted by hi& personal efforts ; and in every department the 
Mission has derived inestimable benefits from his wise and 
energetic mind/^ At this Meeting too, ** it was ufiaminonsly 
resolved, that Doctor Byland be requested to discharge the 
business of the Secretary until the Annual Meeting of the 
Society, to be held at Northampton, on Tuesday, the 10th of 
October next/'* 

The Annual Meeting was held accordingly: when Dr.' 
Ryland and the Rev. James Hinton, of Oxford, were chosea 
joint-Secretaries, and Messrs. Hall, of Northampton; 
Haghes, of London; and Kinghorn, of Norwich, were added 
to the Committee. It was agreed, that the next Annual 
Meeting sbonld be holden at Birmingham, the third Wed-> 
nesday in October, 1816.t 

I find that a Committee meeting was held soon after in Lon- 
don, at 66, Lothbury, Jan. 23, 1816, at which were present 
Messrs. Burls, Cox, Hughes, Ivimey, Newman, and Hinton^ 
secretary. At this meeting it was agreed to send out Mr. 
Penney to superintend the Benevolent Institution at Calcutta^ 
and Mr. Randall, to conduct a paper mill at Serampore. 

In addition to the resolutions which were adopted, there 

* Periodical Accounts, voL v. p. 526. f Ibid, vol. v. p. 688. 
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20 Important Letter of Mr. Ward. 

are ''proposals for consideration." I copy the third and 
ffth of these, as bearing upon our subject. 

" Whether the three senior brethren at Serampore are already 
empowered to give orders, in case their requests should be insuf- 
ficient, in whatever may require such an interference in India on 
behalf of the Society; or whether any more formal appointment 
of a manag'ing' or corresponding Committee in India, be necessary 
fqr the future well-being- of the Society, and its increasing con- 
cerns." 

'' Whether for securing the large property in India, additional 
trustees ovLghX not to be forthwith appointed?" 

It is added — 

" We should be happy to know the mind of Dr. Ryland^ and 
lus friends, on these questions, as soon as convenient.'' 

It will be seen, from the above mentioned minutes, that the 
members of the Committee were fully impressed with the 
conviction of the Society having '' large property in India;" 
that they apprehended it was not sufficiently secured ; aiad 
also that they supposed Dr. Ryland was able to communicate 
information respecting it. 

It was in the course of this year, that the first communicar 
tion was received, written at Serampore after the Missionaries 
had heard of the death of Mr. Fuller. This was a document, 
dated Serampore, March 11, 1816,* which stated that 
** W. Carey, Joshua Marshman, and W. Ward, aware of the 
uncertainty of human life, and at the same time of the great 
importance and necessity of leaving their joint opinion of the 
best way of providing for the future carrying on of the Mis- 
sion station at Serampore, have agreed, in the following 
declaration, on the principles which they think of the last 
importance for the preservation to the cause of God, of those 
establishments which have been formed at Serampore." Of 
this letter, Mr. Ward, in the name of his brethren, sent 
three copies, addressed to three members of the Committee, 
viz. to Dr. Ryland, Mr. Burls, and myself. 
. In his own letter, accompanying this document, Mr. Ward 
says : — *' I have been very anxious respecting a comfortable 
settlement of this station, this [printing] business and im«! 

* Mr, John Marshman {Review, p. 4) acknowledges his having '* lately 
found a copy of this document, written in the hand of a clerk." 
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Jnense property; and the plan is the result of my thoughts. 
1 have sent it to my brethren, Carey and Marshman, and we 
are to have a solemn discussion and revision, and it will 
then be sent to the Society." 

It has been fully admitted by Dr. Carey,, that, at the 
period of this Letter, '* the subject of a future settlement of 
. the Mission had come under discussion ;" and it is probable, 
he says, ** Mr. Ward did then suggest a plan of his own, of 
which, in the usual ardour of his mind, he hastened to send 
word to his friends at home."* If this document then only 
expressed Mr. Ward's sentiments, which he described as 
being also those of his colleagues, after they had heard of 
Mr. Fuller's death, it furnishes an important link in the 
history of the Society.f It will be seen by perusing this 
document, especially the parts printed in italics, how expli- 
, citly the union between the Missionaries and the Society is 
recognized ; how frankly it is acknowledged that all the pro- 
perty already realized,, or which might hereafter be realized 
by them, should belong to the Society; being managed by 
the Missionaries as Trustees only on behalf of the Society : 
also that the expressed recognition of the Society, should be 
necessary to render their choice valid respecting any in- 
dividual to be added to the ** Serampore Mission Family 
Station.'^ 

This most important document was read to the Committee 
at the Annual Meeting of the Society, held at Birmingham, 
October 10, 1816. In the full expectation that the corrected 
plan which Mr. Ward had promised would soon arrive, the 
Secretaries, Messrs. Ryland and Hinton, were authorized to 
call a Special Meeting of the General Committee ; and a 
Sub< Committee, consisting of nine persons, was appointed 
to conduct, in connexion with the Secretaries, the business 
of the Society. These were : — the Rev. Messrs. Hall, of 
Leicester ; Jarman, of Nottingham ; Birt, of Birmingham ; 
Dyer, of Reading ; Saffery, of Salisbury ; Coles, of Bourton ; 
Kinghorn, of Norwich ; Steadman, of Bradford ; and W. 
Burls, Esq. of London. 

The next Letter from Serampore, dated April 2, 1816, 
]^re the signatures of Carey, Marshman, and Ward. 
In this, these brethren, with the niost perfect cordiality, ad- 
vised the Society '' to take upon themselves the direction 
and support of the Missionaries sent out from Britain, and 
proposed to support, from their own funds, as long as they 

• Letters of Dr. Carey, p. S5. f See Appendix A, 
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slioold possess the means, the native and Asiatic brefhren 
which should be raised np there." The Snb-Committee wiere 
called together to meet at Oxford, Dec. 81, 1816. Among 
other things they, after considering this letter, agreed, 
*' That our brethren,' Carey, Marshman, and Ward, constitute 
Si Corresponding Committee for the purpose of assisting the 
Committee at home," &c. ; they also agreed to accede to the 
proposals of the elder Missionaries, ** to cheerfully accept 
their offer to take upon themselves the direction of the 
native ministering brethren, and the other Missionaries ; re- 
questing them to undertake this on behalf of the Society." 
To obviate any suspicion in the minds of the Serampore 
brethren, that it was intended to interfere with the unity of 
the Society, so carefully recognized and provided for in the 
letter before them from Mr. Ward, it 'was added, "fully 
agreeing with them, that this shall be deemed merely an inter- 
nal regulation, and that the Missions be always considered 
as one."* 

The corrected document promised hy Mr. Ward had 
not yet arrived; but understanding from the copy received, 
it proposed measures for settling the property at Seram- 
pore in trust for the Society, they appointed two persons 
in London to consult an eminent Solicitor frOm Calcutta 
on that business; and as he recommended a new deed, 
vesting the property in a number of trustees, part in 
India and part in England, this was recorded for the infor- 
mation of the General Committee. It was thought the num- 
ber of trustees should not be less than eleven, and conse- 
quently eight persons were nominated to be proposed to the 
drenefal Committee for that purpose. 

From the minutes of the Committee Meeting, held Jan. 23, 
1S16, it appears, that the brethren appointed as a Sub-Com- 
bittee, doubtless' in virtue of the information they had ob- 
tained from Dr. Ryland, merely adopted the suggestions 'of 
that former Meeting as to appointing the three elder Mis- 
i^ionaries a Corresponding Committee for the purpose of their 
acting with authority on behalf of the Society in anymatters 
which demanded their interference ; and that also, in regard 
to the appointment of additional trustees, the subject did not 
originate at Oxford, but in London, and was adopted at the 
recommendation of Mr. Thomas (son of the late R^v. 
Ithomas Thomas, of Peckham) the Solicitor above referred 
to. It is hoped this statement of facts will, in fbture, and 
for ever, shield the members of the Oxford Sub-Committee 
• Letter of Mr. Dyer, p. 86, 9r.^Nifte. 
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frojn the contamely which Dr. Marshman has heaped upon 
them. Dr. Ryland, it appears, was requested to inform the 
Serampore Missionaries of the advice which Mr. Thomas had 
given as to the best mode of securing the property at Seram- 
pore to the use of the Society. 

The Annual Meeting in October, 1817, was held at Oxford, 
when the Rev. J. Hinton resigned bis office, and Mr. Dyer 
was unanimously chosen Assistant-Secretary with Dr. Ryland. 

The members of the Sub-Committee, about the end of May, 
1C818, received each of them a copy of a printed Letter, sent 
from the senior Missionaries, dated Serampore, Sept. 4, 1817, 
This was submitted to a Committee Meeting in London, held 
after the Annual Sermons in June, at the house of Mr. Burls, 
and certainly ** filled the minds of all who heard it with a 
degree of astonishment and concern not easy to describe."* 

As all the subsequent measures adopted by the Committee 
have been occasioned by this most extraordinary Letter, I 
.have given it at length."f 

The Committee were but ill- prepared for hearing the sen- 
timents thus expressed by the Missionaries in one of the con- 
cluding paragraphs :— '' What, then, is the full amount of this 
Letter? That every man has a right tb apply to the cause of 
God the funds he originates, a right which he may delegate, but 
of which he can never divest himself; and that relative to the 
funds originated by us, to our dwellings, and to all the con- 
cerns of our family committee, you and we are for ever as 
distinct and free from dependance on each other, as were 
Fuller and Ryland in their dwellings and the management of 
their family concerns ; or if you will, as are the Parent Society 
in London, and the Bible Society in Calcutta, respecting their 
funds, and the Committee." 

Accompanying this astounding Letter, was sent what they 
called an '^Explanatory Declaration,'' for the purpose of 
providing against what they considered the danger of being 
forcibly ejected from the dwellings in which they resided, and 
of which they were Trustees I 

The occasion of this measure, it will have been seen, by those 
who have perused Dr. Marshman's pamphlets, and Dr. Carey's 
letters, wasthe alarm which the Missionaries had felt by the pro- 
ceedings of the Sub-Committee which met at Oxford, Dec.Sl, 
1816, from which they had inferred most unaccountably : " A 

* The members of the Committee present, weire : Drs. Ryland and Newman ; 
Messrs. Dyer, Burls, Saffery, Winterbotham, Ivimey, Cox, Coles, Edmonds, 
T. Thomas, Hughes, Ringhorn, and Jos. Hail. 

* See Appendix B. 
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degree of domination has been attempted towards us, that 
threatens all the enjoyments of private life, and the destruc- 
tion of all our means of public usefulness— we are delivered 
over as sheep bound for the slaughter." 

The dwelling-houses^ &c. referred to, had been originally 
invested in the names of nine Missionaries ; now three of 
theip, without obtaining the concurrence of the 'other sur- 
vivors, resolve, that it was their ^'will, design, meaning, 
and intention," '* that no persons, either in England or in 
India, belonging to the Baptist Missionary Society, should 
liave the least right or title to the property, or to the admi- 
nistration of the said premises, unless lawfully appointed 
thereto by themselves:" — calling themselves, for the first 
time, " the Baptist Mission at Serampore." 

The Committee having maturely considered these very im- 
portant documents, unanimously resolved, that 'an expiana" 
tory and expostuiatory Letter should be addressed ** to the 
Serampore Brethren." It is dated London, June 26, 1818.* 

The perplexity felt by the Committee at this period is in* 
describable; they were really *' at their wit's end — they knew 
not wh^t to do." Thtjy resolved to request Mr. Dyer to go 
to India, concluding, that personal explanations would prevent 
.the misconceptions produced by a written correspondence; 
and as a preparatory measure to his going, it was agreed, 
that a General Meeting of the Committee was to be held at 
Birmingham on August 19 and 20. The Committee, con- 
sisting of twenty^three persons, three of whom, including 
Jrourself, as you know, were from Scotland, ^idopted the fol- 
owing resolutions : — + 

'* I. Resolved, That while, from the documents laid before us, 
the Society are restricted from interfering in * the administration 

* See Appendix C. 

f It may not be unsuitable to give the name^ of the Members of the Com- 
mittee who attended thi» memorable Meeting : — 

Mr. James Deakin, of Glasgow, in the Chair. 

Ifessrs. Anderson, Edinburgh. Messrs. Morgan, Birminglyim. 
Barclay, Irvine. Nichols, CoUinf^m^ 

BiRT, Birmingham. Palmer, Shrewsbury, 

Blundell, Northampton. ' Potts, Birmingham. 
CoLBs, Bourton. Ragsdbll, Thrapstone. 

Dyer, Reading. Roberts, Bristol. 

Hall, Kettering Ryland, Bristol. ^ 

HoBSON, Kettering. Saffbry, Salisbury. 

. Hogg, Thrapston. . Steadman, Bradford. 

Itimey, London. Wilks, Norwich. ^ 

Kino, Birmingham. Winterbotham, Horsley. * . 
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of the premises' at Serampore, they are still responsible to the 
public, and eng^aged to watch over their altimate destination. 

^' II. That while, under all the circumstances of the case, the 
Committee entirely refrain from objecting to the mode in which 
the premises are vested, they most earnestly and affectionately 
remind their Serampore brethren of the vast importance of so 
appointing and perpetuating the Trust, as shall at once meet the 
approbation of the public, 9^nd best promote ' the propagation of 
the Gospel in India, agreeably to the original design and institu** 
tion of the Baptist Missionary Society.' 

" III. Whereas our brethren at Serampore have greatly mini- 
apprehended our design in our proposal of uniting with them a 
Dumber of Trustees in England ; we assure them, that it never 
was our. intention to expose them to any interruption in the 
management of the family union, or to the intrusion of any 
inmates without their consent; and whilst we applaud their 
noble generosity in contributing so great 'a portion of their 
income to the support of the Mission, we cannot object to their 
exclusive management of the proceeds of their own labours in 
the cause of God. 

*^ IV: That we approve of the plan of providing for the per- 
petuating the Missionary Union at Serampore, laid down in 
Mr. Ward's Letter of March 11, 1816. 

** V. That we are much gratified to find our brethren at 
Serampore so cordially approve the conduct of Mr. W. Pearce, 
and we .vnsh him to remain at Serampore,. and continue his 
operations in the printing-office, in conjunction with Mr. Ward ; 
though, as we cannot consider our brethren as forming a distinct 
Society, \ve must decline the proposal they have made of repaying 
to our funds the expenses incurred in his outfit, and defer any 
final answer till we hear from our senior brethren in reply to our 
Letter of June 26, 1818." 

The only account of this Meeting that can be depended 
on, is the Circular Letter which was immediately prepared 
and sent' to the friends of the Society ; and afterwards pub- 
lished in the Periodical Accounts: — 

Birmingham, August 20, 1818. 
" Dear Sir, 

" The kind interest which you have felt in the 
concerns of the Baptist Missionary Society, has induced the 
Committee to wish that you should be made acquainted with 
some circumstances in the present state of its affairs, respecting 
which, it is understood, various unaccredited statements have 
been circulated in different directions. 

" It is a fact, with which you must be well acquainted, that, 
'for many years past, our three senior brethren, Carey, Marshman, 
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aiid Wahl, have been enabled, by the blessings of Divme Provi- 
dence upon their labours, n<rt only to ^port themselves and 
their fattiilies, but to expend large sums in the promotion of the 
^spel ar04U)d them. So strictly have they acted upon the 
generous principle laid down by them at the formation of then: 
fomily union in \^Wy Aat, though their receipts, as individuals, 
have far eitceeded in amount the ooo1a*ibutions for the Mission 
which have been sent from this country, their families have 
-derived no pecuniary advantage from this income. All has been 
devoted to the cause which t^y have felt to be dear to them as 
life itself. ' 

^^ A consi<ikrable pari of the funds derived from the personal 
lafoouns of Ike Missionaries already maationed, has been employed 
ill the pttrohftse and enlargeweat of the premises at Serampore 
on Which 4hey reside^ and as these Iwethren, the youngest 4>f 
whom is now forty-nine years of age, begin to anticipate a period 
tn which they must rest from thek* labours ; they have been 
extremely desirous to devise the best plan of securing these 
valuable premises, so that they may be permanently devoted {o 
the purpose for which the Society was formed ; viz. the propa- 
gati<»i' of the gospel anK>ng the H^ath^a. 

^' On this subject a correspondence has been carried on, for 
some time past, between ^e Serampere brethren and the Com- 
mittee' at home ; in the coui^ ef which, it appeared, that some 
misundetstandingf had existed. Not that the great {Hrinciple-^ 
that the premises were saesedly devoted to the cause of God — 
was ever called in question. This was always most fully recog- 
nised on both Yides ; the only ground of difil^^nce respected the 
best means securing this eiid« This point, however,* has been 
very fully consider^ by the Ckmimittee, assembled in this place, 
yesterday and to-day; and, we are hi^py to state^ that the 
greatest harmony of sentiment prevailed, and a line of conduct 
unanimously adopted, which, we trust, will prove perfectly 
agreeable to all parties. 

'Mt mucrt give great pleasure to you, and to all the friends of 
religion, that God has so far prospered the work of his servants, 
as to enable them to contribute so largely to the Missionary 
cause from their own funds. In the management of these, our 
brethren aet, of course, distinctly from the Society, although 
effectually co-operating with us in every thing that can advance 
the cause of the Redeemer in India. Late communications, of an 
interesting nature, have just been received from them, which will 
speedily be published. A short note which accompanies them, 
. well expresses the substance : ' The Lord is with the Mission 
here, and blessing it ; and he ivill bless it, and make it a blessing. 
We are all, tlirough mercy, in excellent health/ 

<' Some time since,' the Committer were under the necessity 
of announcing the low state of their funds. Since that period^ 
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they have received considerable contributiohs from various 
quarters. Still they would respectfully Temind their friends, 
that a isontiniiaDce ef their kind exertions will be absolutely 
necessary to meet the regular expences of the Mission already 
w widefy extended ; and which they hepe, under divine direc- 
tion, may be enlarged to an extent still gteater. 

' ^^ Requesting an interest in your prayers on behalf of the 
Mission^ 

" I Am, dear Sir, 

" Youra, Cordially, 
(Signed) « JtMIN RYLAND, Secretiay/^* 

« Attempts ate made by Dr. Marsfaman, in his ^' Reply/' to 
lead Us reader to <believ^ that this Meeting was not unani- 
fliottsitt its proceedings; nothing can be mare untrue. It is 
tL fact, that Dr. Ryhmd had neglected to keep a copy of the 
Iiettet which he bad written after the Meetii;^ at Oxford, 
(a Letted which, by the way, he oould not have dreamt 
wodd have been madfe so important). But is it correct 
"when be says, that oni this account, ^* The Scotchmen refused 
to proceed r Why it was a Scotchman who was in the 
chair ! and yet the business proceeded. It is likely, though 
I have no recollection of it, that one of the other two from 
Scotland made the remark : — *' Brethren, instead of sitting 
here, and quarrelling with men who have acted so nobly, we 
should ask ourselves what we have done to imitate their 
example?'' But, surely, even that brother could not have 
intended to justify the Serampore brethren as having "acted 
nobly," by having, in fact, declared themselves to be indepen- 
dent of and distinct from the Society, much less in seizing 
upon the public and private dwellings which had been pur 
chased by the joint property of the Society, and calling them 
** our dwellings 1" Surely these were not the •* noble actions," 
the *' example" which you referred to as worthy of being imi- 
tated ! I feel persaaded, that nothing in that long letter could 
" have increased year esteem and affection for the Serampore 
brethren," though you may have hoped, as I believe all pre- 
sent did, that the measures adopted would have healed the 
unhappy breach. 

Need I remind you^ that there was a perfect unanimity 
respecting all these resolutions, which Dr. Carey says, 
"spojce to their very hearts?" Did not you and the other 
Scotchmen agree to the fourth Resolution, as to Mr. Ward's 
plan for '^perpetuating the Missionary Union at Serampore?" 

* See Periodical Accounts, No. xxxiii. pp. 840, Ml. 
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Bat had not the Missionaries, by their long letter, complete! j 
nulIilBed the proposak made on that subject in Mr. Ward's 
letter? This, therefore, coald have been neither of th« 
** noble actions" which yon held np to as as an ''example." 

Dr. Marshman says, that the Resolations of this Meeting, 
without naming them, in effect, " disannulled the Oxford 
Resolutions."* There is no foundation for this remark': 
they include some things not attended to at Oxford ; but no 
man can prove that they were opposed in any respect to the 
measures which the Sub-Committee at Oxford had adopted. 

Dr. Marshman further states broadly, that the Resolutions 
of this Meeting were a public recognition .of the *' inde- 
pendence*^ of the Missionaries at Serampore. The right of 
•iMnaging their funds originated from their own labours^ 
distinctly from the Society, was fulfy acknowledged ; but the 
Committee declare, they considered themselves '' responsible 
to the public" for the safety of the " premises,** and " en- 

faged to watch over their ultimate destination. You mast, 
am persuaded, have discovered, that the term independence, 
is used by Dr. Marshman in an equivoccU sense, by which, 
the reader will be unconsciously led into many serious errors 
respecting the real facts on which the chief points of the 
controversy depend. 

♦ Reply, p. 29. 
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LETTER IV. 

From the Birmingham Meeting, to the time of the Rev. Mr^ 
Ward's departure from England, May I821. 

My Dear Brother, 

It was during the period to which this Letter relates^ 
that *' the seat of the Mission," or the place for its manage- 
ment, was removed from the Northamptonshire Association 
to the metropolis.* The steps which led to this event I will 
now fully relate ; from which it will appear, no surreptitious 
means were employed to effect that change, every thing being 
done according to the resolutions of the Committee appointed 
at the Annual Meetings of the Society. 
. Before, however, I do this, it may be proper to notice 
certain expressions quoted by Dr. Marshman from letters 
written by Dr. Ryland. " In one," says Dr. M. written 
only a month after the death of Mr. Fuller, "he says : * I have 
a most anxious concern for the preservation of unanimity in 
our Society. I dread men's getting the reins in proportion 
to their eagerness to seize them,' In anotiier to Dr. Carey, 
dated July 2, 1815, he says: ' I am afraid to commit the 
reins to any of those who are so eager to seize them.' In 
another to me, dated Nov. 10, 1816, taking a retrospective 
view of things at home, he says, [referring to the Birmingham 
Meeting] * As we are obliged to get money from all quarters, 
.^o there are more that will want a hand in the^ management, 
and great difficulty there will be to get all to think alike and 
act in union. We are always really dependent on God for 
the prevention of discord (even among them that have been 
most closely united ;) but yet the danger is not always equally 
visible. At our two last General Meetings it was very 
visible: thick clouds were seen; but they blew off again, 
and there was no storm. Though they looked more threaten^ 



* It ought to be mentioned, perhaps, that, even in Mr. Faller*8 time, a greal 
put of the business of the Society was conducted in London, chiefly by Mr. 
Bufis^; so that in an important sense, the seat of the Mission was always in 
London. 
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ing than ever, after *I thought all danger was over, yet they 
dispersed again pretty well at last. A Sab-Committee were 
appointed, who will meet at Christmas next.' " 

I need not inform you as to the cause of the ** thick clouds 
seen at Birmingham, which were quickly dispersed." I am 
persuaded too, that you know, as I do perfectly, to whom 
Dr. Ryland referred as " being eager to seize the reins !'* 
It is enough for me to say, and I appeal to you for the troth 
of my statement, that the allusion was not to any one residiDg 
either at Edinburgh, Reading, or London! 

Dr. Marshman further states : " We have heard Fuller 
declaring, that before his death there were those who were 
on edge for a share in the rule." He refers to a passage in 
a letter written by Mr. Fuller to Serampore in 1813, in 
which, speaking of a gentleman in London, he remarked, 
" he does not seem easy without bringing the management of 
our Society to London, or something approaching to it, after 
my death and that of Ryland and Sutciiff. In May 1812, 
I received an anonymous letter in the hand-writing of the 
same respectable gentleman, expressing great respect for 
me, and Ryland and Sutciiff, and ascribing much to our pru- 
dent and well-directed measures, and adding, that during 
our life, no one could wish it to be in other hands ; but as we 
certainly did not wish the work to end at our death, pro- 
posing that Corresponding Committees should be formed in 
our life-time: one in London, one in Bristol, and one in 
Edinburgh ; and that the management, on our decease, should 
go into these channels." 

Knowing well, as I do, to whom these remarks related, I 
must say, that the proposal to have three Corresponding 
Committees formed under the special direction of Messrs* 
Fully, Ryland, and" Sutciiff, to provide an efficient manage- 
tieut after their death, most efTectually refutes the accusation 
brought against him, that he was ** on edge for rule." Would 
any man anxious to rule have proposed a number of co- 
adjutors in different and distant places ? nor does Mr. Fuller 
expressly say, that this gentleman's plan was " to bring the 
managoQient to London ;" because he qualifies the sentence 
by adding, " or something approaching it." I see nothing 
in all this, disreputable to the character of that gentleman, 
who is still living, and whose name was not added to the Com- 
mittee till more than four years after Mr. Fuller's death. But 
after all Dr. Marshman's attempts to traduce the members of 
the Committee residing in Loudon, he tells us tliat Mr. Fuller 
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added, " bat we have as warm friends in LoDdon as any 
where.''* 

A Committee Meeting was held at Bristol, Sept. 22-i23- 
24, 1818, at which were present, Drs. Ryland and oteadman, 
Birt, Dyer, Roberts, Winterbotham, Hughes, Saffery, Coles, 
and Joseph Hall. 

It had been agreed to, at tbe Committee Meeting at Bir- 
mingham, " that it is indispensably necessary to the growing 
prosperity of the Mission, that a Secretary be wholly and 
exclusively devoted to the business of the Society ;'' and at 
this Meeting I find the following Resolution, viz. : *' That 
in case Mn Dyer complies with the request of the So^ 
criety, [to become the Secretary] he be allowed £800. per 
annum as a remuneration for his services." Mr. Dyer soon 
after signified his acceptance of the office by letter, a copy 
of which may be seen in the Appendix. + 

It will be seen then, that Mr. Dyer's appointment to office 
as joint-Secretary with Dr. Ryland, was entirely the act of the 
country members of the Committee. It was not long after, 
however, that the Central Committee, on October 18, 1819, 
requested him to remove to London or its vicinity, on account 
of its ** having been found necessary for the proper manage-* 
ment of the Society :" with this unanimous request he soon 
after co|p plied. 

I now resume my narrative, for the purpose of shewing 
by what means the " seat of the Society" was removed to 
liondon. 

' I copy the following statement from the minutes of the 
Committee, in the hand- writing of Mr. Dyer : — 

" On Tuesday, Jan. 26, 18l!>, a meeting of friends of the 
Mission residing in London, was held at Devonshire Square, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the propri^y of 
establishing an Auxiliary Society for the metropolis. At 
this meeting, some remarks were made on several subjects 
connected with the present management and organization of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, which led to a resolution, 
that at present it was not desirable to foim an Auxiliary 
Society; but that a Committee of five gentlemen, viz. Dr. 
Newman, Messrs. Cox, Ivimey, Gutteridge, and Shaw, 
should be formed, to correspond with the Secretary, Dr. 
Ryland, on the subject. A letter was accordingly forwarded 
from those gentlemen, dated Feb. 2, containing a statement 
of some things which to them had appeared exceptionable, 

♦ Reply, p. 18. t See Appendix D. 
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accompanied by suggestions as to the best mode of fatare 
management, and conclading by a request 'that a Special 
General Meeting may be called. 

*' In reply, the Doctor proposed, instead of calling a public 
meeting, that the next Committee Meeting should be held ia 
London, and that a few friends should then meet the Com- 
mittee as a deputation. This proposal was acceded to ; and 
accordingly, on Tuesday )norning, the 80th of March, a depu- 
tation attended the Committee, composed of the following 
gentlemen in addition to brethren Newman, Ivimey, Cox, 
and Shaw, who are members of the Committee ; Messrs. 
Griffin, Edwards, Hoby, Pritchard, Timothy Thomas, and 
Dr. Rippon; with Messrs. Gutteridge, Freme, Edward 
Smit^, W. Beddome, and Marshall." 

.The proposals originated by this meeting, respecting an 
alteration to be made in the management of the Society, 
were submitted at a General Meeting at Cambridge, 
October 6, 1819,. when the following new regulations were 
adopted : — 

** 1. That the General Comniittee should consist of not 
more than fifty members. 

" 2. That a part of the members should be considered as 
ineligible to be re-elected in the ensuing year, but not more 
than a fifth ; the names to be arranged in the Committee. 

'* 3. That a Central Committee of seventeen persons^^esides 
the Treasurer and Secretary, or Treasurers and Secretaries, 
be formed out of .the General Committee, who shall meet 
monthly in 'London on a filled day for despatch of business, 
four of whom shall form a quorum. 

*' 4. That this Central Committee shall include twelve 
members resident in London, and five from the country. 

It^was also resolved, " That the Central Committee meet 
for the despatch of business at 10 a.m. on Wednesday^ 
next, at No. L5, Wood-street, London/' 

As Dr. Marshman has written with so much acrimony 
respecting the proceedings of the Central Committee, it 
ought to be recollected, that their first Meeting was held 
Oct. 13-14, 1819, and, consequently, it is alone fertile measures 
adopted since that period they are responsible ; nor have there 
been, I am fully persuaded, any steps taken by them which 
will not bear the fullest and most 'rigid investigation, not- 
withstanding they have been, assailed with so much malice 
and ill-will by a pen dipped in gall ! From a letter of the 
late Mr. Ward, October 17, 1819, Dr. Marshman quotes as 
follows ; — '^ Dr. Byland ia afraid things will go (o London, 
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and be managed (or rather spoiled> by a Committee of mere 
ooanting-hoase men ; at the head of such a Committee woald 
staad Mr. Gutteridge/' &c. &c. '< Thus tfie object/' says 
Dr. M. ** which we learn from Mr. Fuller, had been in con- 
templation for seven years, was at length attained, and the fears 
of both Fuller and Ryiand were realized. In what way, or 
with what struggles diis was done, those at home who wit- 
nessed the whole best can tell."* 

From the history of this measure which I have given you, 
the reader may judge of the degree of credit due to Dr. 
Marshman's statement and insinuation, that the removal of 
the management of the Society to London was the result of 
''intrigue," and ''unhallowed strife." I really think the 
pious Psalmist could not have had greater reason for saying, 
** What shall be given unto thee, or what shall be done unto 
thee, thou false tongueT'f than have the calumniated mem^ 
bers of the Central Committee. 

As a proof of the wish of the London members of the 
Central Committee, to avoid even the appearance of •* rule" 
and ** management" with which Dr. Marsbman has so vio- 
lently reproached them, they, at their first Meeting, re- 
solved, <' That the meetings of the Central Committee 
shall be held on the last Thursday in ^every month, at eleven 
in the forenoon precisely ; and that the meetings in December, 
March, June, and September, be considered the Quarterly 
Meetings for the transaction of particular business." The 
persons by whom this regulation was adopted, were Messrs. 
Burls, Gutteridge, Hoby, Saflfery, Winterbotham, Ivimey, 
Griffin, Marshall, Shaw, Cox, and Dyer." 

Mr. Ward had arrived in England about five months 
before this, in May 1819, and had had full opportunity from 
personal intercourse for knowing the characters of the per- 
sons whom he designated '' mere counting-house men I" 
He asserts too, that of this Committee, ''Mr. Gutteridge 
had the most ioBuence ;" whether this were the case or not, 
I can venture to declare, that the gentleman named, hajs 
never attempted to rule the Committee, nor possessed any 
superior influence in it beyond what he obtained from the 
wisdom and firmness by which bis opinions were characte- 
rized ; but, the character of Mr. Gutteridge is too well known 
to require any vindication from me, or to suffer from the 
uiyost inuendos either of Mr. Ward or Dr. Marsbman! 

Mr. Ward, it appears, told his brotheri Dr. Marsbman, in 

♦Reply, p. 86. f Pifilincxx.S. 
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the letter before mentioned, " When I landed t was re- 
ceived with great shyness and reserve ; was never invited to 
a Committee Meeting, nor shewn any of their correspon- 
dence."* When I read this, I thought, is it possible that 
Mr. Ward could have given such a representation of the 
friends of the Mission in London; from whom, whatever 
might have been his impressions, I am certain he had re- 
ceived every mark of respect and affection? 

' Whether he was not treated with due respect, let the fol- 
lowing circumstance declare : — 

Next to seeking the re-establishment of his health, hh 
main object in visiting Europe, was to make collections in 
aid of the College which had been lately erected at an expence 
of many thousand pounds by the Serampore Missionaries. 
Respecting this establishment the Committee had not been 
consulted, nor did they consider its object to be of a legiti- 
mately missionary. character; notwithstanding which, it was 
agreed, that the Secretaries, should recommend the object 
to the i'eligious public, which, as you know, was cordially 
done by the following letter of commendation : — 

^' The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society rejoice to 
witness the progress of religion and learning in the eastern world, 
and as they conceive that the College recently formed by their 
brethren at, Serampore, may materially promote this most de- 
sirable object, they beg leave to recommepd it to the liberal 
attention of the British public. 

(Signed) ** John Ryland, 

" John Dyer.*" 
' London^ June 26^ 1819.t 

The Central Committee met Dec. 31, 1819, for the purpose 
of embodying their sentiments on the subjects in dispute 
between them and their brethren at Serampore, in a series 
of resolutions. In the adoption of these they had been 
aided by the suggestions of Mr. Ward,. who, in a letter, 
addressed to Mr. Dyer, dated Frome, Dec. 27, had thus 
stated his opinion :— - 

** To the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society. 

" My dear Brethren, 

^^ Be assured it is my anxious wish to draw nearer 
the bonds of union between Serampore and the Society, and 
nothing shall prevent my perseverance in this object. 

• Reply, p. S6. t See Appeodiz to the Report for 1819. 
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*' I wish Serampore to have as much; independence as is 
necessary for its domestic comfort, and for the continuance of 
that disinterested ardour which dependance and uncertainty 
would infallibly destroy. I think all the property should be the 
Society's ; that the exclusive management of it should be in the 
hands of the brethren united at Serampore ; that they should 
choose their own companions in labour ; that the Society shoul4 
have a veto on this choice, and that not less than three persons 
thus chosen should be united in the management at Serampore. • 
I believe this plan unites comfort, safety, a^ union." 

The resolutions adopted with perfect unanimity by fourteen 
persons, including four from the country,* were as follow : — 

" LcmdoUy December 31, 1819. 

" The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society in 
England, anxiously desirous to put an end to all the misappre- 
hensions which have existed between them and their much 
esteemed brethren a*t Serampore, for whom, on account of their 
services and labours in the cause of God, they have ever cherished 
the utmost veneration and the warmest affection, have devoted 
considerable time and labour to an examination of all the cor- 
respondence, and other documents, which could assist them in 
forming a judgment upon the points at issue ; and after mature 
deliberation have agreed, with the most cordial unanimity, to 
the following Resolutions, as the result of their investigation. 

" I. That it appears most evident to the Committee, from 
various passages in the Periodical Accounts,t from the phraseo- 
logy adopted in the legal writings, attested copies of which have 
been sent us from Serampore, as well as from repeated declara- 
tions interspersed throughout the correspondence from our senior 
brethren, that the property of Serampore belongs clearly and 
unequivocally to the Society in England, and that it has hitherto 
been held by the resident Missionaries as Trustees for the Society. 
It is perfectly well known, that on this ground, the late revered 
Secretary for the Mission, Mr. Fuller, rested his powerful appeals 
to the British public, and that on the same basis have been prin- 
cipally founded the several applications, made at various times, 
to the British legislature, to his Majesty's ministers, and to the 
East India Company. The Committee cannot, therefore, but 
feel that, were they to consent to the alienation of the property 
from the Society, they would violate the confidence reposed in 
them by the public, and be guilty of a dereliction of their duty. 

* Mr. Burls, Treasurer, in the Chair ; Messrs. Gutteridge, Griffin, Coles, 
Edmonds, Garney, Haiison, Hoby, Ivimey, Marshall, Saffery, Smith, Drs. 
Newman and Gregory, and the Secretary, Mr. Dyer. 

t Vol. ii. pagei 44, 186, 211, 897, toI. iii. 24. vol. jiy. 101. 

P S 
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^^ II. That, in the opinion of this Committee, it will most 
fully meet the just expectations of the Christian public in 
Britam, and best secure the appropriation of the Serampore pre- 
mises to the purpose for which they were originally desig-ned^ if 
all the trusts were consolidated in one, and if the present Trus- 
tees were to associate with themselves in the trust, other indi- 
viduals to be approved by this Committee, some of whom shall 
be resident in this country. 

^^ III. That this Committee ag'ain solemnly disclaim any inten- 
tion to interfere with the management of the property at Seram- 
pore, and although in one particular of their conduct — ^namely, 
the sending out of new Missionaries — ^they have been thought by 
their Serampore brethren to discover such a disposition, they can 
assure them that in this they were actuated solely by a desire to 
meet their own wishes. 

" IV. That, while this Committee conceive that every Mis- 
sionary Society must possess the right of adding to the number 
of Missionaries at their respective stations, they vvish on all 
occasions scrupulously to guard against associating with their 
brethren an objectionable person, and hope that in future mutual 
confidence will be exercised on this point. They propose, there- 
fore, that whenever it may be thought desirable to send au addi- 
tional missionary to Serampore, he shall be considered as residing 
there at least six months on probation, at the close of which 
period, if his permanent settlement there should iiot be agreeable, 
either to the resident Missionaries or to himself, he shall remove 
to such other station as may be mutually agreed upon ; and if 
the Missionaries at Serampore wish to add any of their brethren 
in Bengal to their number, they will, with the same desire to 
promote mutual confidence, mention it to the Society for their 
ratification. 

*^ These Resolutions, having been read and discussed sepa^ 
rately, were unanimously agreed to, and it was thereupon resolved, 

" That the Treasurer and Secretary, with Dr. Newman, I>r. 
Gregory, Messrs. Gutteridge, Shaw, Ivimey, and Gumey, be 
deputed by the Committee to confer with Mr. Ward on the sub- 
jects of the preceding Resolutions respectively, to convince that 
gentleman of the solicitude of the Committee to restore the 
utmost confidence and harmony between the Serampore Mis- 
sionaries and themselves, and to give and receive all explanations 
tending to cordial co-operation ; and that they report to the 
Committee at the meeting in January, the nattire and result of 
that conference.'* 

or this conference the following minate occurs, under 
date of January 7, 1820. 

" The whole of the Sub-Committee appointed to confer with 
Mr. Ward^ on the Resolutions passed Dec. SI, met accordingly ; 
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and after much conversation on the subject, Mr. Ward distinctly 
declared his ajssent to each of them respectively. It was under- 
stood at the same time that he expressed his individual opinion 
only, and was not to be considered as answering for the concur- 
rence of his colleagues at Serampore.'' 

The Committee in the third resolution, express their con- 
viction, that in sending new Missionaries " tbey were actuated 
solely by a desire to meet the wishes of the Serampore 
brethren ;" and was it not very natural for Dr. Ryland and 
the Committee to couclude that such were their ** own wishes?" 
even if they had not strongly expressed them. To enable yoa 
and the reader to form a judgment on this subject, I present 

J on with an extract from a letter of Dr. Marshman to Dr. 
lyland now before me. It is dated Serampore, '' begun 
Aug. 10, 1816, and finished Aug. 81st." 

" I now come,'' says Dr. M., " to your last Article; last and 
best: the number of excellent men you have waiting. This news 
rejoices my very soul ; these are our highest desidereUum. To 
them, the character you give them, has already united my warm- 
est affections. Let them come, they are a treasure which g6\d 
cannot purchase. Have we stations? I have been talking it 
over with brother Carey, and for their sakes I must take another 
sheet. Nothing is more important to the Aiture well being of 
the Mission, and to the planting of the gospel in these lands, 
than that such men as you have described should be stationed 
throughout the country. The three great objects of the Mission, 
translations, schools, and the planting of churches, absolutely 
require this; and if this be once accomplished, your work in 
England will become simplified, and perfectly plain before you ; 
it will consist of little more than money supplies for these excel- 
lent men ; and I am certain that as long as men can be found 
thus to devote themselves to the work, the Lord will provide 
supplies for them, however numerous they may be.'' 

The Committee met again on the 25th of January, 1820, 
and adopted certain resolutions relating to the differences 
existing between the senior Missionaries at Serampore, and 
the junior Missionaries at Calcutta.* At this Meeting, Mr. 
Ward recommended that the Committee should confirm^ the 
election of Mr. John Marshman into the union at Serampore, 
a «tep which he uniformly represented as the most probable 

* This recommendation led to the desired result. Dr. Carey says, in a 
letter to Dr. Ryland, dated Oct. 23, 1820, (now before me) '* it wiU afford you 
pleasure to hear, that a termination has been put to tlie disputes between U9 
and our younger brethren.'*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 Dr. RylamTs Letter to the senior Missionaries. 

of all measares to produce satisfaction there. To this, 
however, the Committee would not consent, and passed the 
following resolution in relation to it : — 

^^ The Committee areunanimously of opinion, that they cannot 
proceed to the consideration of that question until they have re-- 
ceived further communications from Serampore/' 

The Letter sent by Dr.Jftyland t& the senior Missionaries, 
will shew the hopes by which the Committee were at this 
time encouraged ; and also how perfectly Dr. R. approved 
of the proceedings of the Central Committee : — 

To Dr. Caret and Dr. M arshman. 

. London^ Jan. 25, 1820. 

" Dear Brethren, 

" I came to London yesterday to attend the M eeting" 
of our Committee, who have taken a room in Wood Street^ for 
t^ transaction of business, where the Central Committee meet 
every month, and have, I am sure, taken great pains to examine 
carefully and impartially into all the circumstances which for a 
long time past have filled our minds with great anxiety, and made 
our hearts tremble for the Ark of God. 

" At the request of a full Committee, many of our distant 
friends being present this day, I now enclose you a copy of 
several resolutions, which were proposed last month and com- 
municated to brother Ward, who expressed his full concurrence 
with them ; and which were this day unanimously confirmed. 
We hope nothing will prevent our cordial agreement with you 
on the subject to which they relate ; brother Ward has, doubt- 
less, informed you, that we felt it absolutely necessary to come 
to a final arrangement on these points ; and we trust that the 
way will now be prepared for an agreeable settlement of all the 
subjects of difference, abroad as well as at home. 

*' We were never more cordially united here, and we trust 
you will now be convinced that your suspicions of ant/ unfriendly 
desire to risk the injury of your domestic comfort , were ground-i 
lesSy and that we were only anxious to preserve your honour 
and your consistency, as well as to promote the glory of God, 

" lam, dear brethren, 

^^ Yours, TOost affectionately, 

'' JOHN RYLAND''- 

At this General Committee Meeting was read a letter from 
Drs. Car6y and Marshman, dated Serampore, June 18, I8I9» 
requesting that, ** for the next three years, the Committee 
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would advance £ 1500. per annum to defray th^expences of 
those stations which have hitherto been borne by the brethren 
at Serampore/' It was resolved unanimously, " That in con- 
sequence of the low state of the Society's funds, the general 
depression of trade and commerce felt throughout the 
country, and the increased expences lately incurred by send- 
ing out Missionaries to Sumatra and elsewhere, the Com- 
^mittee find themselves unable to accede to the request it 
contains." The members present were, Mr. Burls, Chair- 
man; Dr. Ryland and Mr. Dyer, Secretaries; Drs. Stead- 
man and Newman ; Messrs. Gutteridge, Hanson, Smithy 
Shaw, Cox, Blundell, Marshall, Kinghorn, HugheSi Coles,. 
Griffin, Saffery, Hoby, and Ivimey. 

The Serampore Missionaries returned an answer to Dr. 
Ryland's letter, dated March 11, 1821, composed of certain 
resolutions which they had adopted July 14, 1820, but did 
not send till nine months afterwards.* 

Another extraordinary document, bearing date Jan. 20, 
1^0, had been adopted by them six months previously, en- 
titled, " Statement, or Articles of Union." This was handed 
to the Committee by Mr, Ward, on July 25, in the same 
year.f 

A Special Meeting of the General Committee was sum- 
moned, which met April 25, 1821, at which nineteen mem- 
bers were present, and the Serampore Resolutions of July 14, 
1820 ; the Statement, or Articles of Union, of Jan. 14, 1820, 
and a Letter from Mr. Ward to Mr. Burls, dated New York, 
vere read, and their contents most fully discussed. The result 
was a unanimous resolution, that a letter should be immediately 
written to Serampofe, embracing the various points referred 
to in those letters. A letter was sent accordingly ;% and each 
member of the Committee throughout the country was sup- 
plied with a printed copy, as also was Mr. Ward, who was 
about to return to India.| 

The last time Mr. Ward met the Committee was on May 16, 
1821 ; the Letter which had been agreed to on April 25, 
formed the principal topic of discourse. The minute of that 
date states :— - 

*^Much conversation took place with Mr. Ward respecting the 

* See Appendix E. + See Appendix F. % See Appendix G. 

§ The circumstance of this letter having been printed^ thouj^h the number 
of copies was rigidly confined to the exact number of the Committee, has been 
disingenuously commented on by Dr. Marshman ; insinuating it had been 
published, and that by so doing the Committee had committed a breach of 
oonfidence ! 
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state of afffun between the Sodety and Serampore. Mr. Waid 
mentioned some parts of the letter lately forwarded (April 25) 
to Serampore as requiring- explanation, and appeared to be satis- 
fied with the explanations tluit were given. He expressed his 
opinion, that in the choice of coadjutors and successors the Society 
should have a veto ; and that the independence he claimed for 
Serampore was not the being' a distinct Society, but such a con- 
nexion as would secure affectionate co-operation without inter- 
ference or control, in which the Committee acquiesced/' 

The events of the period to which this Letter is confined 
are so various and important, and the documents sent from 
Serampore so multifarious, that I feel myself overwhelmed 
and confounded by their perusal. I wish I could enter- 
tain the conviction, that the members of the Serampore 
Union (some of them at least) could conscientiously and deli- 
berately adopt, respecting them, PauFs assertion: — "Not 
walking in craftiness.^ It shocks me to read the letters 
written by Mr. Ward while be was in England, to his brethren 
at Serampore. I could not have thought it possible, that a 
man who met us with so many expressions of affection at 
our houses ; and who preached with such evangelical fervour 
in our pulpits ; and who traversed almost Europe and America 
to collect funds for a public object ; after, too, so many years 
of most disinterested labour for propagating the gospel in 
India; could have written with such sarcastic bitterness 
respecting the Committee, and especially in regard to Mr. 
Dyer, towards whom he appeared to bear such undissembled 
friendship ! * I wish that Dr* Marshman had not, by the pub- 
lication of those letters,, exposed the infirmities of his brother ; 
he ought not to have disturbed the ashes of the tomb ! My 
heart aches while I peruse those most unkind letters ! T am 
reminded by them of what the excellent Dr. Ryland used to 
say, I think I now hear him exclaim : ** Poor human nature !'* 

It should seem that Mr. Ward's opinion of the Committee 
must have greatly changed, because in 1821, he sketched a 
letter to be sent to Serampore, recommending, as the basis 



• The attempts made by Dr. Marshman, in his «* Reply," to injure the repu- 
tation of Mr. Dyer, by charging him with having in several instances written 
direct falsehoods, is so wanton and unchristian, that I feel confident it will 
make no impression on the members of the Society, to the disadvantage of 
their worthy Secretary. From my long and iniimate acquaintance with Mr. 
Dyer, I assert, without fear of being contradicted by any person of reputation, 
that for conscientiousness, integrity, ability, and application to business, asr 
well as for a most devoted heart to the Missionary cause, if he be not unequal- 
led, he is by none exceeded* 
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of reconciliation, the very principles on which the Committee 
had always acted.* 

Having been moch in Mr. Ward's company, I frequently 
urged him to throw off his reservedness, and to be frank and 
open hearted in his conversations on the affairs of the Society. 
It is very trae, that he ** was wonderfally shy.''f But, it Is 
equally true, he sometimes uttered his suspicions that all was 
not right as to the state of things at Serampore. ** Take 
care," said he, in the Committee-room, *' that the property at 
Serampore be all settled in the life-time of Dr. Carey and 
me!'' But he had not (at least such is my impression) snf- 
cient firmness to act up to the sober convictions of his own 
mind. Had he, however, done so, and again become one 
with the Society at home, he would, by the ''Articles of 
Union," have been considered as having withdrawn himself 
from the Serampore Union, and have been compelled to 
receivie a small proportion of that property which his busi- 
ness, as a printer, had enabled them chiefiy to realize ! j: 

Does not the following paragraph of these ''Articles of 
Union," given by Dr.Marsbman, bear this appearance? " It 
further provided for any brother's peaceable withdrawmeni, 
should he deem it his doty to promote the cause of God 
alone; and as he might have a family to support in the 
decline of life, he was permitted to withdraw with two-thirds 
of what he had contributed to the unspent common stock, 
should he give a year's notice of his intention ; with one- third, 
if he gave but six month's notice ; and with only a sixth, if 
he withdrew on a shorter notice. But if the other members 
wished any one to withdraw against his own will, they were 
to give him a year's notice, and to restore to him all he had 
contributed to the unspent stock."§ 

It is a little singular that the " Statement," dated Seram- 
pore, January 20, 1820," should have been avowedly pub* 
lished, not for the vindication of the Missionaries, but of tha 
Society in England. It thus commences : — 

" The brethren of the Mission at Serampore have now been 
unitedly engaged in attempting to promote the cause of God in 
India for more than twenty years. In this period it hath pleased 
God to bless them with a degree of success both in the work 
itself and in providing by their own labour the means of carrying 
it forward, which they themselves in the beginning scarcely 
anticipated. But while the Divine blessing has thus rested on 

• See Appendix H. f Ite^ly, p. S6. t Appendix F. § Reply^ p. 47. 
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them, various unfounded and slanderous reports have been cirea- 
lated respecting their conduct both in India and in Britain ; to 
which, however, they have hitherto paid little attention, partly 
from being so closely occupied in their work, and partly because 
they thought nothing necessary to their confutation beyond a 
patient continuance in well doing. 

^^ While this has been the result in India where they reside, 
they learn with surprize from recent communications, that various 
reports have been industriously circulated in Britain tending to 
impeach even their integrity, which, though treated with just 
contempt by those who know them, have so perplexed the 
minds of such as to form their opinion of them wholly on the 
report of others, as to affect their contributions to the Society 
with which they are connected Although they were perfectly 
silent, therefore, as long as these reports and insinuations affected 
themselves alone, as they now injure the interests of the Society 
unth which they are connected by the closest ties of affection, 
they feel it their duty to submit to the Christian public, a simple 
and concise view of the whole of their conduct from the begin- 
ning relative to the funds which have in various ways been en- 
trusted to them, which step they feel constrained to take by the 
vague nature of the reports circulated respecting them/' 

At the conclusion, they declare, that nothing induced them 
to publish this vindicalion, '' but the fear that the cause of 
God, and particularly that of the Society with which they 
are connected'^ would be injured by their remaining any 
longer silent ! ♦ 

The suppression of the printed '^ Statement relative to 
the administration of the Funds entrusted to the Serampore 
Missionaries," is thus frankly accounted for in a letter from 
Mr. Dyer to Mr. Ward, dated London, June 28, 1820, of 
the following is an extract: — '' There is a copy of the printed 
Statement^ which I also enclose, forwarded by our brethren 
from Serampore. This was read to all our friends from dif- 
ferent parts, in General Committee, the other day ; but the 
universal impression was, that such c( statement was quite 
unnecessary, and that the publication of it would be a very 
serious injury. Hence the other copies are carefully sealed 
np, not one of the Committee retaining a single copy, till 
they could have an opportunity of conferring with you on 
the subject.*' 

The members of the Committee present on this occasion 
were, Mr. Burls, Chairman; Messrs. Gutteridge, Ivimey, 

* Statement relative to the administration of the FundM entrusted to the 
Serampore Missionaries. Pp. 1, 14. 
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Saffery, Steadman, Winterbotham^ Griffin, Edmonds, Han- 
son, Gurney ; t)r. Ryland, and Mr. Dyer, Secretaries. These 
were unanimous (if Dr. Marshman is to be credited) as 
ene*mies to the Serampore Union ; men " who seemed bent on 
condemning us to silence, although we had requested them to 
give this statement extensive circulation." 

The following extract from a letter of Dr. Ryland to Dr. 
Marshman, dated Bristol, August 21, 1822, the day after 
Mr. John Marshman had called upon him, will shew his 
opinion of it: — 

*^ I am quite puzzled and confounded by your long printed 
Statement, and must leave it to others to decide what 
answer can be given to it. I have always sought the welfare of 
our Mission with my whole heart, and have had such anxiety 
about it as has done much towards wearing out my strength ; 
but I can do no more. I have laboured to state clearly my own 
ideas on the subject, but nothing I can say seems to obtain any 
credit."* 

Again Dr. R. says, — 

• 
" They complain of stiffling their Statement, in which they say 
they carefully avoided any reflection on the Committee ; and ^et 
the very Statement began with visiting on t*« (for to some time 
m England it would have been applied) Mr. Ward's own ex- 
pression, used in a letter written before any of us had seen him ; 
* an expression said to be dropped in private conversation with 
Dr. Ryland/— Nay, in a letter he wrote to Serampore, before I 
saw him, two days after he landed at Liverpool/'t 

The events which " occurred" at Serampore, while Mr. 
Ward was in England, apparently for the very purpose of 
preventing a reconciliation between the Committee and the 
two Missionaries who remained there ; and, as it should seem, 
for retaining their hold of the *' immense property," tvhieh 
they had so often admitted "belonged to the Society," are 
so manifestly unjust, that I am quite certain they could not 
be those of which you say, for yourself and others: "All 
that has occurred, has, in fact, tended to increase their esteem 
and affection for their brethren in India." 

* Mr. Dyer's Leltw to J. B. Wilson, Esq. p. 60. + Ibid, p.^69. 
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LETTER V. 



Events which occurred during the time that Mr. /. C 



*tno 



Marshman was in England^ from Aug. 1822 tUl May 1824. 

My dear Brother, 

Mr. Ward left England, May 28, 1821, and it 
was hoped by the Committee, from the tone of his closing 
communications, and the assurance which he gave some 
brethren who accompanied him to the ship, that he would 
be able, on his arrival in India, to impart to his colleagues 
those feelings of cordiality and esteem which he appeared to 
cherish, and at length effect such a settlement of the Mission 
property at Serampore as would for ever put an end to the 
distress and perplexity which the conduct of the Missionaries 
had caused to the members of the Committee especially, and 
to the Society generally. 

Mr. John Marshman arrived in England August 1822; 
bringing with him copies of a printed letter, dated Serampore, 
Dec. 17, 1821, to be sent to each member of the Committee. 
This was signed by himself, and by Drs. Carey and Marshman 
and Mr. Ward ! How Mr. Ward could have affixed his sig- 
nature to what I do not hesitate to call an unrighteous 
letter, is most astonishing — most distressing !* 

At the close of the Letter of the Committee, to which this 
was called an answer, it was said : — 

" We hope it will appear, that we have fully met your various 
causes of complaints ; and that now no farther obstacle exists to 
friendly co-operation. In a letter, which brother Ward sent us 
from America, he insists much on the necessity of Serampore 
being entirely independent of the Society. As far as relates to 
your freedom from all control in the management of your con- 
cerns, and the application and employment of your own ftinds, 
we have long ago conceded it. As to the choice of coadjutors 
and successors in your labours, we have in this letter taken in 
connexion with our preceding resolutions of Dec. 1819, fully ex- 
plained our opinion. If, however, by independence we are to 
understand a public and visible separation, by which we should 

* See Appendix I. 
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lieeome two distinct societies, instead of being one as heretofore, 
this is a measure, from which a sense of duty, both to the public 
and to you, prevents us from becomingc parties — i^ measure which 
we are fully persuaded would be exceedingply injurious, not only 
to the ^ Baptist Mission in India,' but to the cause of Missions in 
^neral/' 

To this, it is replied, by the Serampore Missionaries,^- 

*' Your exhortations to * friendly co-operation * are to them 
superfluous, though not unpleasant. On their parts there never 
existed any obstacle to friendly co-operation; and when their's 
was not welcomed, they chose to bear their griefs in silence, till 
your printing this letter,* after it had been sent to them, rendered 
it their indispensable duty to state facts as they really are. With 
conduct they must ever deem unrighteous in its principle, they 
can, of course, have no fellowship. In Missions, indeed, they 
cannot but view it with terror, for upon unrighteous conduct in 
attempts to spread the gospel of righteousness and peace, they 
never expect the divine blessing; and without this, every Mis- 
sionary attempt is vain. Their independence is neither to be con- 
ceded nor circumscribed by brethren: it is the gift of God. They 
possess it equally with yourselves. But they are united in heart 
with all who love the cause of God, whether in India, or their 
native land, and it will afford them delight to be able ever to co- 
operate with you. They leave to you to collect for all the mis- 
sion stations in India, they having no wish to make any separate 
collections for those which lie wholly on them, unless they should 
be, unhappily, denied what they may need for them ; which till 
their present means greatly fail, will be but little, as they have 
never yet thrown any burden upon the christian public, which 
they could sustain themselves.'' 

Would not the Committee have been justified, whenr, to 
their frank and affectionate conduct, such a captious and 
offensive return was made, had they adopted the language of 
the Psalmist : *' J am for peace ; but when I speaks they are 
for war"f — Every day they wrest my words; all their 
thoughts are against me for eviL'^% 

To this Letter no answer from the Committee was ever 
returned. They felt that all their anxieties and toils had 
been lost labour: for many years they had honestly endea- 
voured to roll the stone to the top of the hill, and had 
often thought it had reached the summit, yet, it as constantly 
rolled down with accelerated impetuosity upon them. In- 

• On this S4|bject lee Note at p. 39. f Ps. «zx. 6« % Ps. Ivi. 5. 
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trtead, therefore, of writing letters, which they liad proved to 
be labour in •vain, they held repeated conferences with Mr. 
John Marshman, who appeared aitiong them in the character 
of the accredited representative of the Serampore Union. 

At the request of the Committee, Mr. J. Marsliman sab- 
mitted to them, in writing, his views of the nature of the con- 
nexion which might in future be considered as subsisting 
between the Society at home, and the Missionaries at Seram* 
pore ; and as a proof to what an extent the Committee were 
disposed to carry the principle of conciliation, they agreed to 
tbe following documents, considering they did not make any 
compromise, nor act inconsistently with the resolutions they 
had previously adopted, both at Birmingham in 1818, and at 
Lotidon, in 1819. 

" The christian public, who have now for thirty years so gene- 
rotki$ly patronized the efforts of the Baptist Missionary Society in 
India, are fully aware that divine providence has remarkably 
favoured its designs, by enabling the elder Missionaries at Seram- 
pore, not merely to engage in translating the scriptures, and in 
establishing native schools, but also to furnish the means of sup^ 
porting various missionary stations in Bengal and Hindosthan. 
For the convenience of their friends in India, our brethren have 
long been in the habit of publishing, at stated intervals, intelli- 
gence respecting these stations, originally under the designation 
of Circular Letters, and more recently under the title of Periodi- 
cal Accounts ; and these have formed a part of the materials from 
which the successive publications of the Society in England have 
been compiled. With a view to gratify the wishes which have 
been frequently expressed by many friends of the Mission, this 
publication will in future be reissued in the form in which it ar- 
rives from Serampore, and will include the annual reports of the 
translations, schools, and college, which have hitherto appeared 
in a detached form. 

As the Missionaries at Serampore have been enabled so far to 
exceed the expectations of their first supporters,^ largely to pro- 
mote the propagation of the gospel by funds which they have 
themselves originated, a material change has resulted in their 
relation to the Society from which they sprang ; in consequence 
of which, the brethren at that station act independently in the 
management o£ ail their concerns, while they preserve, in undi- 
minished vigour, the principles of affectionate union and zealous 
eofoperation with the Parent Society. 

Such being the natural result of events, the Committee express 
their earnest and humble hope, that a divine blessing may con- 
tinue to rest upon the future labours of their brethren at Seram- 
IpQte, as well as upon those carried on more immediately unde^ 
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the direction and superintendence of the Society; and tiiat these 
efforts, conducted in one spirit, and tending- to flie same end, may 
happily contribute to the general diffusion of the religion of Jesus 
Christ throughout the Continent of India, 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of the 
Baptist missionary Society. 

John Ryland 7 q^^«^*««:^. 
Oct. 2, 1822. John Dyer j ^^<^^^^^^' 

The next document referred to by Dr. Marshman, as 
having recognized their independence, is the following :-~ 

London, Oct. 10, 1822« 

J'or the purpose of removing every ground of misunderstanding 
between the Baptist Missionary Society and the Serampore Mis-^ 
sionaries, tending to injure the cause in which they are unitedly 
engaged, and of defining the nature of the future connexion 
between them, so as to perpetuate harmony and good-will, the 
Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, and the Serampore 
Missionaries^ through their representative Mr. J. Marshman, have 
mutually determined to recognize the following principles as the 
basis of future relationship. 

I. That the funds originated by the Serampore Missionaries in 
India, and those subscribed in Great Britain, America, and India, 
to institutions connected with them, whether translations, schools, 
stations, or the college, be under their exclusive management and 
control, for the latter of which they will account immediately tp , 
the public, as they have hitherto done, through the channel 6f 
annual reports; with an understanding that a portion of the 
funds for translations be appropriated to the translations con- 
ducted by the Missionaries of the Society at other stations, in 
languages distinct from those in which the Serampore Missiona- 
ries are engaged. 

II. That the Baptist Missionary Society in England do not 
interfere in the appointment of successors to the Missionary union 
at Serampore, while it is understood, at the same time, that the 
Missionaries at Serampore will frame their plan for securing the 
establishment there to the great object for which it is instituted, 
so as to avail themselves of the aid, co-operation, and interference, 
of the Society at home, if necessary. 

III. That the Jbonds of union between the Society at home 
and the Serampore Missionaries, be considered as consisting— 
1st, In the circumstance of the Serampore Missionaries being 
affiliated to the Society from which they spring. 2ndly, In ac- 
tive and affectionate co-operation, in regular'correspondence, in 
suggestions for the promotion of the cause, and in mutual assis- 
tance when necessary. 8dly, In confiding the collections for the 
iii$ti^tations connected with Serampore to the members of the Com- 
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Bdttee, and to their Aaxiliariesin theeoimtryyiiecorcitfig to the plan 
hUherto purmied. 4thly» In the Baptist Missionaiy Society em- 
bodying^ m its Annual Report the Missbnary proceedings of their 
brethren at Serampore, so that the view of all Missionary exertions 
in connexion with the Society, be annually laid before the public in 
an undivided form, ftthly. In the freehold property at Serampore 
being vested in the Society, and ultimately reverting to ^em for 
the purposes of the Mission, in the event of these purposes ceas- 
ing to be carried into execution by the Missionaries for the time 
bemg at Serampore." 

It will be seen that the Committee, on their part, engaged 
to transmit to the Missionaries all the monies which came 
into their hands subscribed expressly for objects carried on 
at Serampore, '* whether translations, schools, stations, or 
college;*' with the understanding, that ** s, portion of the 
fxinds for translations, should be appropriated to the transla- 
tions conducted by other Missionaries belonging te the 
Society;" and on the express condition, that ''the Mis- 
sionaries at Serampore would frame their plan for securing 
the establishment there to the grand object for which it 
is instituted, so as to avail themselves of the aid, co-opertf- 
tion, and interference of the Society at home, if necessary/ 
Notwithstanding this solemn stipulation, I have never heard, 
that the Missionaries at Serampore have ever taken any effec- 
tual step towards '' securing the establishment there to the 
great object for which it is instituted." 

It has been mentioned, that the Committee, in the year 
1820, by a recommendation signed by the secretaries, pro- 
moted Mr. Ward's object, in collecting for the Serampore Col- 
lege. He accordingly collected in England about £2,600., 
which sum was invested in government securities, under tfae^ 
direction of trustees nominated by Mr. Ward, viz. Messrs. 
W. Burls, John Dyer, Jas. Hoby, and Benj. Shaw, the divi- 
dends arising from which have been transmitted half-yearly to 
Serampore by Mr. Dyer, since the retirenient from business 
of Mr. Burls. 

it has also been stated, that the Committee had nothing 
whatever to do with the erection of the College buildings, 
nor with its management; notwithstanding Mr. John Marsh- 
man, by a letter, dated Feb. 1823, brought this subject 
before them, representing the need in which it stood 
of pecuniary assistance. " The literary department of the 
institution,'' he remarked, ** has been in a great measure 
l^ovided for in India, and it is €U a nursery for native mis* 
sionaries, that its founders solicit the aid of the British pub* 
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lie." He also informed the Committee, that in having made 
a recent tour through different parts of England/ his object 
was to ascertain what degree of support might be calculated 
upon from the '' provincial supporters" of the Society ; and 
suggested, as the result of his inquiries, " either that the 
active and zealous exertions of those who were alive to the 
importance of the object, might be secured for its promotion; 
or that the annual sum of £1000. should be appoioted from 
the general fands of the Society for this.purpose!'' 

In pleading the cause of the College, Mr. Ward had stated 
in 1820, that "ten poands, or the interest of only £200., 
would send one native missionary into the missionary harveiA 
every year; and fifteen pounds a year would maintain him 
perpetually."* Now Mr. Ward had collected iuvEugland 
and America more than £5,000., Ihe dividends from which 
had been devoted solely to this ol^ect; consequently, the 
founders of the College had already enough to support 
several natives in their missionary nursery! Mr. John 
Marshman did not, however, state that they had then so many 
Missionary native students, as to need the money remitted 
from England and America ; nor did he say what number 
of such students had been at any time in the college, nor 
whether one of the large halls was appointed to their instruc- 
tion, or whether a very small room was not actually employed 
for that purpose ! Notwithstanding this great deficiency of 
information, the Committee took the application into respect- 
ful consideration, at a Quarterly Meeting, March 13, 1823^ 
some of those " provincial supporters" being present,^ who 
were "expected to give their " active and zealous exertions " for 
the support of the College, by raising separate collections for 
it, in the event of the annual sum of £ 1000. being refused ! 
The members present were Mr. Burls in the chair ; Messrs. 
Shaw, Gutteridge, Wilson, Hanson, Gurney, Kinghom, Ed- 
monds, Griffin, Saffery, Cox, Hoby, Marshall, Pritchard, 
Dyer, and John Marshman, and the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted: — 

" Resolved, That the Committee, fully aware of the great im- 
portance of the education of pious natives for the christian minis- 
try, will, to the utmost of their power, defray whatever expences 
may be incurred in the prosecution of that object in the Seram- 
pore College, beyond the amount of interest of the funds invested 
for the purpose in this country ; it being understood that the stu- 

• See Missionary Herald for March 1820. 
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dents 80 maintained are members of approved Baptist churches, 
and that this assistance vnil be rendered in conformity with the 
terms of the deed executed by Mr. Ward, while in England/' 

Mr. John Marsbman soon after this returned to Serampore; 
and it is presumed that the contents of this letter will prove 
that he had no cause to complain of any want of urbanity, or 
liberality, on the part of the Committee, towards him and the 
Missionaries at Serampore; if they erred at all, I think every 
one must admit it was in manifesting a disposition leading to 
excessive conciliation. 

Had there been any wish on the part of the Serampore 
Missionaries, that a cordial union should in future exist, 
these measures would have been all-sufficient for the pur- 
pose; but it seems to have been their settled plan, to keep 
up a system of perpetual agitation ! 
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LETTER VI. 

Events which happen^ed during the, period of the Rev. Dr. 
Marshmau'e visit to England. — From June 1826 to FA* 
1829. 

My dear Brother, 

I commenced my last letter by referring to Mr. 
Ward's departure from England : I mast begin the present 
by noticing his death, which took place at Serampore^ March 
7thy 1823. Be was called away suddenly, before he had 
procured those alterations in the state of things at Serampore 
ip^hicb it was understood from himself, while in England, he 
vas very desirous of accomplishing. The Serampore Union 
now consisted of Drs. Carey and Marshman, and Mr. John 
Marshman. It must, however, never be forgotten, that the 
election of the latter gentleman by the three senior Mission- 
aries, had never been recognized by the Committee ! How 
could they have done so, when he did not sustain the minis^ 
terial, but a secular character? In what sense could that 
gentleman have been considered a Missionary? 

In the month of August 1823, Mr. John Marshman ad« 
dresaed a letter to the Committee from Serampore, inquiring^ 
** whether they could, during a limited period, remit a sum to 
Serampore, for Missionary purposes, (if it should be required) 
equal to that annually furnished by the Society to the station 
at Calcutta?" 

You will observe, that this application was made in very 
indefinite terms, not stating indeed whether any thing in fact 
would ever be needed ; or, that if any application was actu- 
ally made, for how many years it would be required. It was 
felt, too, that before any part of the funds entrusted to the 
Committee were thus disposed of, they ought to know how it 
would be actually appropriated, and who would be the real 
recipients. When it was considered farther, that the Society 
had no reserved funds, and that it required very strenuous 
exertions, to obtain sufficient to maintain their own stations^ 
this new kind of request involved the Committee in very con- 
sidwable difficulty. The following resolution, adopted at the 
Quarterly Committee meeting in Septemberi will shew the 
spirit in which it was met:<— • 

e2 
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^^ That a letter be written to Drs. Carey and Marshman, assu- 
ring' them of the desire of the Committee to render them all the 
pecuniary assistance in their power, in addition to the provision 
made for students at the colleg'e, by the resolution of March 13» 
last ; — that the Committee fear they shall not be able to do all 
they could wish, as it is highly probable their funds will be dimi- 
nished, in consequence of the exertions which have been lately 
made to pay off the debt, for some time to come; but that, in the 
event of an application being made to them by their brethren at 
Serampore, accompanied by a particular statement of the Stations 
and Missionaries for whom support is needed, they will take such 
part of the same on themselves as their sourceS will allow, and 
direct payment to be made, by their agents, Alexander and Co., 
accordingly." 

" In conformity with the spirit of this resolution, and pre- 
viously to the receipt of the information which had been 
requested, a grant of £1000. was made to the Serampore 
friends, for their missionary stations, in March 1824. Ano- 
ther application for the same object, but containing no refe- 
rence to the specific appropriation of the sum already for- 
warded, was received in the following year, and taken into 
consideration at the quarterly meeting, Sept. 8, 1825, when 
it was unanimously resolved : — 

" I. That under the circumstances stated in the letter now read, 
the request of our Serampore brethren be complied with, and 
tiie sum of £ 1000. placed to their credit accordingly, in the ac- 
count now standing between them and the Society ; but that, in 
communicating' this resolution, it be expressly stated that the 
Committee wish to receive accounts of the manner in which this, 
and the former grant to the same amount, have been expended ; 
and that, in conformity with the spirit of our resolution of Sept. 
11, 1829, it is fully expected that any future application of this 
natiu*e, be accompanied by a particular statement of the Stations' 
and Missionaries for whom support is needed. 

" II. That in reference to the request made to the Committee, 
by the Serampore brethren, to audit the accounts from 1805 to 
1812, inclosed in their letter, it appears that the Committee have 
no documents in their possession which will enable them to enter 
into the examination desired. 

" III. That a letter, fully embracing the above points, be pre- 
pared and signed by Mr. Shaw, as Chairman, on behalf of the 
Committee.'' * 

* The persons present were :^B. Shaw, Esq. in the Chair ; Messrs. King- 
horn, Gray, Hanson, Bos worth, Pritchard, Griffin, Giles, iTimey, Cox, Upton, 
Edmonds,* Iloby, Blight, and Dyer, Secretary. 
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The letter sent in conformity with the last resolution, dated 
Oct. 1825, I have inserted in the Appendix.* 

As a further proof of the wish of the Committee to shew 
kindness to their Serampore friends, may be mentioned a vote 
c^£150. "out of the Female Education fund, to be applied 
lo the use of Mrs. Marshman's female schools ; and several 
subsequent grants to a considerable amount. These were 
unsolicited acts. of benevolent feeling towards them, and are 
mentioned, to shew that the spirit entertained towards them 
was not " unamicable." 

I now proceed to notice the visit of Dr. Marshman to this 
country, the reasons far which he has thus given : — 

" In May 1824, the first thousand pounds in aid of these sta- 
tions was sent us by the Committee, which arrived in the succeed- 
ing October. For this we returned them a letter of thanks, dated 
Jan. 19, 1825, and begged them to continue this aid from year to 
year. As in the general course of things an answer might reach 
us in nine or ten months, we naturally hoped for a few lines in 
November, giving us reason to expect another thousand pounds. 
The end of the year came, however, and no intimation was 
received that further aid would be afforded. In these circum- 
stances Dr. Carey advised me to return to Europe, and lay open 
to the friends of religion in Britain the state of our missionary 
affairs,, and the prospects opening before us, of extending our 
operations writh advantage to the cause, if due aid were obtained ; 
and endeavour to secure such aid, either through the Committee, 
or such friends of religion as might most fully approve of attempt- 
ing to evangelize India by means of Asiatic and native labourers. 
This step appeared to me a matter of indispensable duty, as without 
it I saw no way of going forward in the course set before us. I 
tiiierefore embarked in the beginning of February 1826, and 
reached London in June, just in time to attend the annual meet- 
ing of the Society.^ On the 11th of July I had my first meeting 
with the Committee, when a letter was read, which had been 
sent to Serampore the preceding October, mentioning that ano-r 
ther thousand pounds had been voted in aid of the stations, but 
which, from its contents and style, I feared would create much 
distress in the mind of my aged colleague, t As there were but 
few members at that meeting, it was agreed that another, and a 
full one, should be held on the 3rd of August,'' J 

* See Appendix K. 

t Dr. Marstiman refers to the Resolutions of the Committee, Sept. 8, 180fi« 
l«et the candid reader decide whether there was any sentiment expressed, that 
should have caused Dr. Carey *' much distress of mind!" 

I Dr. Marsbman's Statement, pp. 7, 8. 
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It may not be oosuitable to quote the account which Dr. 
Marshman has given of this matter in his last publication. 

<' On the 11th of July, I met a Baptist Missionary Committee 
for the first time in the course of my life, as I had seen no Com- 
mittee previously to leaving England in 1799.* At this meeting' 
I was told, that the Committee had voted another £ 1000. in aid 
of Serampore ; and a letter, dated October, conTeying to them 
^is intelligence, was then read to me, c^ such a nature that, 
when I reflected on the age and delicate health of Dr. Carey and 
Afrs. Marshman, I dreaded the consequences when it reached 
Serampore. I requested a copy of it; and as I had to emhafk in the 
steam-vessel for Edinburgh that evening, after preaching, the 
Committee postponed further business until the 3rd of August/' 

^^ Perceiving that in this letter the Committee sternly insisted 
on a statement being given ^ of the actual recipients 't of the 
sum sent, with an ill-concealed threat, that without it, no more 
aid need be expected; and knowing that my aged colleague 
deemed this condition so highly degrading, it stnick me that a 
proportional part of the sum collected on all the stations 
annually, being appropriated to those connected with Seram- 
pore, of the expenditure of which we might give the same 
account to the public, ftxjm year to year, in our Periodical Ac- 
counts, as the Committee gave of the expenditure of the tesV'X 

The reader is requested to turn to the letter printed in the 
Appendix',^ that he may learn what this stern request was, 
^nich Dr. Marshman really thought would have proved fatal 
to Dr. Carey and Mrs. Marshman, on account of their ** age 
and delicate health ! " *' In order to meet inquiry," say the 
Committee, ** and justify the confidence reposed in us, by the 
body of our subscribers, we feel ourselves compelled to eiH 
treat, that an acoount may be rendered of the ap(dicatioii of 
the sums voted for yomr disposal, from the fandg for general 
purposes. It would have been very acceptable, had such an 
account of the appropriation of the sum of £ 1000. voted last 
year, accompanied the present application, and we reqttes€ it 
inl^ht yet be furnislhed.'' 

At the meeting held August 3, 1826, Dr. Marshman pro- 
posed th^t a tenth of the whole income of the Society for 

• The reader is not to understand from ttiis statement' that there was no 
Committee of the Society in 1799, but onl]^ that Dr. M. had not '* $een** its 
members when assembled for conducting its business ! 

t The sentence between inverted commas is not a quotation (tind the letter 
of the Committee, bm from Mr. Dyer's Letter to J. B. Wilson, p. 79. TlSe had 
no intention, however, of requiring '' who were the actual redpients*' of eaeli 
individual shilling. 

t Reply, p. 68. § See Appendix K. 
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feneral purposes, might be aaniially granted to the Serampore 
Fdiod. I need not tell you, that this request was cordially 
acceded to, and the Committee separated with the hope, that 
now, at the last, even Dr. Marshman himself would be satis- 
fied : they hoped too, though the engagement of Mr. Joha 
Harshman, in 1822, to get the premises at Serampore secured 
according to their original design, had not been fulfilled, yet 
that the repeated assurances of Dr. Marshman that it should 
be effected on bis return to India, would certainly be fulfilled! 
As yet, however, so far as it appears from the recent pamph- 
lets, neither the father or the son have carried these engage- 
ments into efiect ; so that the premises are still insecure. 

A few moaths only had elapsed, before Dr. Marshman 
requested that another meeting of the Committee might be 
called. They accordingly assembled on Oct. 11th, when he 
told them, that the stations connected with Serampore had 
been found to exceed the former estimate of £1,200. by 
nearly £300., at the lowest computation; and that it would 
require a sixth part of what was given for the general pur- 
poses of the Mission, — about £1,400. annually. The result 
of this meeting was, that the members present did not con- 
sider themselves competent to grant this increased request, 
and that another must be called, including members from the 
country. 

This meeting was fixed for March 15, 1827, and in order to 
prepare the minds of the Committee, about a fortnight before, 
the eighty members, including those in London, and the conn- 
try, as also in Scotland, received from Dr. Marshman what he 
had entitled a '' confidential statement." When the Com- 
mittee assembled, this statement was read; from which it 
iippeared that £ 1,400. annually would be insufficient to sup- 
port the stations, and *' if the six young men now studying^ 
and two European brethren, whom I wished to take out with 
me, should all be employed, this would require a thousand 
pounds more annually," (or £2,400.); and that " if the Com- 
mittee thought this a larger sum than they could furnish* they 
could take what part of it they chose upon themselves, and 
leave the rest to be furnished by such as felt a peculiar inte- 
rest in Serampore operations." * 

It had happened that, since the meeting in August, a letter 
was received by the Secretary from Dr. Carey and Mr. John 
Marshman, dated Nov. 1, 1826, (written of course before they 
had heard of the willingness of the Committee to grant a 

* Reply, p. 71. 
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tenth of the income of the Society for general purposes) sta^ 
ting that from the inadequacy of their resonrces, they had 
placed' upon the funds of the Society four of the stations 
i/ehich had hitherto been supported by Serampore. This 
letter was read after the " confidential statement," and was 
totally disapproved by Dr. Marshman, who added, that '* hisj 
statement was to be considered the proposal of the Serampore 
Missionaries, as the letters which he had foryrarded to his 
colleagues, [Dr. Carey and Mr. J. Marshman] would alter 
their minds on the subject." 

It was at length proposed, by a member from the country, 
and who was not of the Central Committee, that " the 
Society should take upon itself to provide for the whole 
of the stations connected with Serampore, by which the 
friends there would be relieved, and their union with the 
Society at home perpetuated." This proposal, so far as ap- 
peared, met with general and hearty concurrence,* and the 
two following resolutions were adopted, nemine contra^ 
dicente : — 

*' 1. That the Committee, actuated by the desire they have al- 
ways felt to aid the Missionary efforts of their Serampore bre- 
thren to the utmost of their power, and which led them to make 
a proposal to the same effect in September 1823, agree to take 
upon themselves the stations specified, together with the remain- 
ing three, in respect of which expence is incurred by their 
Serampore brethren, viz. Jessore, Dacca, and the Arracan country, 
trusting that by this arrangement all cause of future differences 
will be removed ; and that the liberality and exertions of the 
friends of the Society will furnish them with the means of fulfil- 
ling these additional and important engagements. 

*' IL That for the management of the Out-stations, now to be 
connected with the Society, the whole of our Missionary brethren 
in Calcutta, Serampore, and other Stations in Bengal, be re- 
quested to act as a Corresponding Committee ; and that it would 
highly gratify this Committee for Dr. Carey to act as President 
of such Corresponding Committee." 

On meeting again the next morning, all hopes of an 
adjustment of differences were again destroyed, by Dr. 

• The following persons were present : — -Rev. Messrs. Anderson, Angas, 
Birt, Blundell, Chin, Coles, Copley, Cox, Dyer, Edmonds, Giles, Gray, Grif- 
fin, Groser, Hinton, Hoby, Hughes, Ivimey, Kinghorn, Mileham, Newman, 
Page, Pritchaid, Roberts, Saffery, Smith, Upton, Waters, Wilkinson; Messrs.^ 
Blight, Bosworth, Beddome, Foster, Gurney, Gutteridge, Hanson, Lomax, 
Marshall, Shaw, and Wilson. Several others were invited who could not 
make it convenient to come, including Steadman, Kershaw, and Winterbothara« 
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Marsfaman refasing to accede to th^m, as he said, '' to con- 
sent to snch an arrangement would be * totally and entirely 
destructive of the cause of God in India,'" &c. 8cc. His two 
reasons were, — " first, that the distance between Serampore 
and Calcutta was such as not to allow of a Committee to meet 
so often as the case would require; and secondly, that the 
ideas eutertained by the Missionaries at these two stations, 
on the subjects which would come under discussion^ differed 
so widely, as to render their combination most undesirable/^ 
This explanation having been given, the chairman requested 
each member of the Committee present to state his opinion, 
seriatim, after which, it was 

" Resolved, nemine contradicente^ that the Committee have 
received, with unfeigned regret, the communication from Dr. 
Marshman (which he will make in writing) of his declining their 
propositions: and beg to assure him that no other motive than an 
anxious desire to perpetuate union between the Serampore bre- 
thren and themselves dictated those resolutions/' 

'• As it appeared to the Committee, that Dr. Marshman's 
principal objection to the resolutions arose from the proposal 
to associate the Calcutta Missionaries with those at Seram- 
pore in the management, it was suggested, on the part of 
the Committee, that the direction might be left in the hands 
of Drs. Carey and Marshman, dqring their lives, it being 
left to the Society to nominate their successors : and snch 
was the anxiety to prevent a separation, that at the close of 
the day it was unanimously resolved to appoint a Sub-com- 
mittee of seven, with the chairman and secretary, to confer 
with Dr. Marshman the next morning, * with a view to devise 
some plan, if possible, which may preserve perfect union and 
co-operation between the Serampore friends and the Com- 
mittee." 

The Sub-Committee consisted of Mr. Gutteridge (the 
chairman); the Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney; the Rev. Messrs. 
Anderspn of Edinburgh ; Edmonds, of Cambridge ; Hinton^ 
of Reading; Hoby, of Weymouth; Roberts, of Bristol; Mr. 
Hanson, and the Secretary. 

They met Dr. Marshman according to appointment, and 
presented the result of their conference to the Committee in 
the following report. 

^' Dr. Marshman having stated that he found it impossible to 
accede to the transfer of the stations, as proposed in the first reso- 
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lution of the GommiUee, and that his confidential instruetiont 
from Serampcnre prevented it, the Sub-Committee felt that they 
had nothing left them forther to do, than to report this fact to 
the Committee." 

The following^ extract from a private Circalar^ dated March 
22, will ahew the feelings of the Committee on this occa- 
sion : — 

^^ The Committee having received this report, felt that the 
union between the Society and the Serampore brethren had been, 
by the latter, definitely dissolved; Dr. Marshman having declared 
that the instructions of his brethren, with which his own judg- 
ment entirely concurred, constrained him to. pursue an indepen- 
dent course. 

" The fact, therefore, is precisely this — Deeply seneMe of their 
own responsibility for the proper disposal of public coniribu'- 
tions, the Committee could not feel themselves justified in appro^ 
priating their funds to themaintenance of Stations beyond their 
control, and wholly under the superintendence of a CbUege, the 
Ckmncil of which is wholly an irresponsible body, and which is 
in part only a Missionary establishment; especially as any 
grant of money 'would not precLvde a further application^ from 
our brethren, in their separate capacity as a distinct and inde^ 
pendent body, to that very public who had previously con^rt- 
Wcd." 

A few members were, therefore, deputed to draw up for 
public information a statement of the fact: which, after 
various modifications, was agreed to by the Committee, as 
inserted in the Missionary Herald for April. 

This was as follows : — 

" Fen Court, March 28, 1827. 

^^ Several years ago it was officially announced, that as the 
Missionaries at Serampore had been enabled so far to exceed the 
expectations of their first supporters, as largely to promote the 
propagation of the ^spel, by funds which they had themselves 
originated, a material change had resulted in relation to the 
Society from whence they sprang; in consequence of which, the 
brethren of that station acted independently in the management 
of their concerns. 

** Subsequent experience has shewn, that the continued ope- 
ration of the cause alluded to in the preceding statement, has 
occasioned considerable embarrassment in the practical arrange- 
ments of the Society and their brethren at Serampore. The 
means of obriating this difficulty have been seriously considered 
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in a special meeting of the Committee, assembled to confer with 
Dr. Marshman on the subject, which has terminated in the full 
conviction that, under present circumstances, it is most expedient 
that the Society at home, and the Missionaries at Seramp<»e, 
should be publicly understood to constitute two distinct and 
independent Missionary bodies. 

^^ Under these circumstances, they wish their mutual friends to 
understand, that they feel united, of course, respecting the gene- 
ral advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom, and only desire that 
their respective efforts may be so conducted, as that the blessing 
of God may rest upon them. 

Signed 

" On behalf of the Baptist Mis- I " On behalf of the Serampore 
sionary Society, I brethren, 

John Dyer/' | Joshua Marshman/^ 

You will, 1 doubt not, recollect that the meeting of the 
former day, was opened by your engaging in prayer, that the 
Spirit of wisdom might direct our deliberations. Nor oo^ht 
you to have forgotten that you approved of the expression 
in the resolution, that <' the Committee bad received with 
unfeigned regret the commuhication from Dn Marshman of 
his decUning their propositions." Where then is your con- 
sistency? You now declare that "all that has occurred" 
since liB15, respecting the Serampore Missionaries, '' has, 
in fact, only tended to increase your esteem and affection;'' 
and.yet what occurred on March 16, 1827, you acknowledged 
had'^caosed you " unfeigned regret! " 
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LETTER Vll. 



Containing a Summary of the principal Subjects in dispute. 

My Dear Brother, 

I purpose in the next three letters, to give the 
reader a Synopsis, by bringing all the parts of the con- 
troversy under one view. These relate to the connexion in 
which the Missionaries originally stood to the Society ; to the 
right of the Society to the Missionary property at Serampore ; 
to the independence claimed by the Missionaries, and the 
sense in which it was conceded by the Committee ; and, 
finally, to their withdrawment from the Society. 

1. As to the connexion in which the Missionaries originally 
stood to the Society* 

I have already discussed this subject in my second letter, 
chiefly in regard to the repeated assertions of Dr..Marsh- 
man, that Dr. Carey was never, properly speaking, in con- 
nexion with the Society as such; but rather with Mr. Fuller 
as a* brother who engaged with him in his purpose of attempt- 
ing to evangelize the heathen. For this purpose he has intro « 
duced part of a conversation of Mr. Fuller given by Dr, 
Ryland, in relation to the origin of the Mission : I will copy 
the whole. *' While on a journey with a confidential friend, 
be once remarked, ' Friends talk to me about coadjutors and 
assistants, but I know not how it is, I find a difficulty. Our 
undertaking to India really appeared to me, on its commence- 
ment, to be somewhat like a few men, who were deliberating 
about the importance of penetrating into a deep mine, which 
bad never before been explored. We bad no one to guide us, 
and while we were thus deliberating, Carey, as it were said, 
• Well, I will go down if you will hold the rope ! ' But before 
he went down, (continued Mr. Fuller) he, as it seemed to me, 
took &a oath from each of us, at the mouth of the pit, to this 
efifect, that while we lived, we should never let go the rope.'* 
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You understand me. There was great responsibility attached 
to us, who began the busings: and so I find the difficulty. ^^^ 

The unbiassed reader will perceive that, in this extract, 
Mr, Fuller does not speak of Dr. Carey and himself only, 
but of " a few men who were deliberating," &c.; and to put 
his meaning beyond all doubt, he says, " he, as it seemed to 
me, took an oath of each of us,'' &c. The last part of Dr. 
Ryland's account, printed above in italics, is omitted by Dr. 
Marshman ! Why was this ? Would it have destroyed his 
assertion, that it was self-evident that Messrs. " Fuller and 
Carey stood in no other relation to one another than that of 
brethren and fellow-labourers in this glorious work ? " Now 
it is to me self-evident, that the 'design of Mr. Fuller was to 
shew what a responsibility those persons had incurred, who 
encouraged Dr. Carey to give up his pastoral office at Leices- 
ter, and to go out to India, with his family, and his wife's 
jsister, in the service of an infant Society, which was with- 
out any funds for his support. The language, when stripped 
of its figurative form, means this, — * When brethren Ryland, 
Sutcliff, Pearce, and a few others, had formed the Society, 
we had no immediate object iq view, as to how or where we 
should commence our missionary operations. But when 
brother Carey oflTered himself to go to India, on condition 
that we who should remain at home, would pledge ourselves 
to use all our influence, so long as we lived, to obtain means 
for his temporal support, we promised him we would certainly 
do so.' He evidently meant to convey the idea, and that 
only, that he felt an individual weight of responsibility, which 
none besides himself, and his few original ** coadjutors and 
assistant;," Could possibly feel. 

I appeal to your good sense and candour, whether Dr. 
Marshman would have introduced the account given by Dr. 
Ryland, for such a purpose, had he not felt himself hardly 
pinched for argument? 

Mr. John Marshman, in his " Review," (Letter IV". pp. 
12, 13) thus states his opinion upon this subject: — 

*^ Even if the evidence of my colleagues, more especially of Dr. 
Carey, as to the nature of their original connexion with the 
Society, be deemed indecisive, we have tlie testimony of Mr. 
Fuller and Dr. Ryland. When.it was announced in England 
that Dr. Carey, the senior member of the Mission, had applied 
himself to a secular vocation, many unfounded surmises arose in 

• Ry land's Memoirs of Fuller, p. 251. 
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the miwlf.of tbe CScmunittM. Mr. Fuller iiien declared, tiott 
thete^loobU originated in an igiioraaoeof the GondilXMiaa which 
the IkCttionariot went oat» which waSy that they ehould be sap- 
ported ONLY tiU they were able to eupport the$noelf)es. Had 
there exiated any eomfiact or agreement between the Missionaries 
and the Society, to the intent that the former were bound to send 
the product of their independent income to the latter, Mr. Fuller 
would have mentioned it ; as nothing could have more effectually 
allayed the rising spirit of disquietude, than the assurance, that 
the Missionaries were, in fact, working for the Society. It is^ 
therefore, evident, that Mr. Fuller never considered the Seram* 
pore Missionaries to have surrendered their inalienable rights as 
men by engaging in the missionary enterprize." 

As so much is made to depend open a declaration of Mr. 
Fuller, it will be proper lo extract what he has written on 
this subject in regard to Dr. Carey, which will enable the 
reader to perceive the incorrectness of this writer's state- 
ment, and the oonclusion which he has drawn from tt. Haviof 
mentioned the first letters which were received from tlie 
Missionaries, July 29, 1704, Mr. Full^ says: — 

" The letters, upon the whole, contained as much encourage^ 
ment as could be expected. We afterwards learned, however, 
that for the tet three or four months, Mr. Caiey was reduced to 
great straits and trials. Through a number of oecunrances which 
he could not prevent, the investment, which was taken out for 
their immediate support was sunk, and he, and his wife and 
family, in a foreign land, were utterly destitute of subsistence. 

'^ Early in Match, he received a letter from Malda, invitjiig' 
him to go with his family, and take the charge of an indigo 
factory. His colleague also, Mr. Thomas, who had stopped at 
Calcutta, under an idea of supporting himself b^ his profession, 
received a little before a similar invitation. Circumstanced as 
they were^ they could not but consider it as an interposition io^ 
Providence in favour both of them and their object, and accord- 
ingly complied with it. 

" This undertaking, however, occasioned some reflections at 
home, chiefly among those who were not so fully acquainted 
with the terms on which the Missionaries left the country, which 
were> that theywere to be supported by the Society till they 
were <Me to evpport them^hee. Ccmscious as they were of 
actihgfrom the purest motives, the fears which were entertained 
by some ^es^ they should get entangled in worldly pursuits, 
grieved them. The strain in which Mr. Carey wrote in bis 
journal at the time, is sufiiciently expressive of his disinterested 
regard for the mission. ^ What is there (says he) in all this world 
worth living for but the presence and service of God ? I feel a 
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burning desire that all the world may know this -God, and serve 
him. Oh, how long will it be ere I shall <know so niudi of the 
language of this eountry as to preach Christ cruoiiied in it/ < I 
am resolved to write to the Society, that my circumstances are 
sach that I «hall not need their future support, and to devote a 
sum monthly for the printing of the Bengal Bible/ "* 

I am not aware that the assertion has ever been made : 
that '* the compaot or agreement between the Missionaries/' 
[Messrs. Carey and Thomas] and the Society, [was] to the 
intent that the former were bound to send the product of 
their independent income to the Society:'* No, the compact 
i^reemefit was, tiiat " they were to be supported by the 
Society till they were able to support themselves.** The 
manner in which Mr. J. Marshman has put it supposes, '* the 
contract or agreement*' to have been, that when they should 
be able to support themselves, their connexion with the 
Society would cease ; a supposition contrary to all the facts 
of the hiatory. He also insinuates, that those ^embers of 
the Committee (not so, but persons ** who were not so well 
acquainted with the terms on which the Missionaries left the 
country/') feared '' lest they should get entangled in worldly 
pursuits*** Their expressions of dissatisfaction were not 
"unfounded surmises," lest what they would earn by "a 
secular vocation" would be kept for their own use, and not 
be applied to the Mission ; and, therefore, had Mr. Fuller 
told them, that the Missionaries were, in fact, working for 
the Society, it' would by no means have met the case. In 
proof of these remarks, you will observe, Mr. Fuller pro- 
duces the extract from Mr. Carey's journal, shewing his 
burning desires to preach the gospel to the Hindoos, and his 
having resolved to tell the Society he should not need their 
future suppdrt. It is evident, then, that, from some cause 
or other, Mr. John Marshman is totally incapable of com- 
prehending the cause why these pious people entertained 
fears lest the Missionaries, by engaging *' in worldly pursuits, 
should get entangled by them !" If that gentleman will hear 
me patiently, I shall inform him, that could those serious 
persons, " whose hearts trembled for the ark of God," have 
foreseen, in splendid vision, the result of such- secular 
engagements, the product of aU the independent income which 
has been since realized by the Missionaries at Serampore, 
as '* the immense property" in *' lands and moveables," 
in houses and groves, in printing-offices and printing presse;s, 

* Brief NarratiTe, pp. U» 15. 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 False asseriian of Mr. J. Marshman. 

and types, fi(,c., in a paper mill, and impervious papery and 
steakn engine ; or above all, the stately college! they would not 
have thought it a compensation for the loss of the spirit which 
dictated Dr. Carey's letter ! It is said, that after the Romish 
church became the emporium of wealth, one of the cai:di|ials, 
as he was surveying the "immense property/' said to the 
brethren of his order, who, with himself, were employed in 
counting it ; " Well, the church can no longer say, as she did 
to the poor cripple : * silver and gold have I none !' " Very 
true," it was replied, " nor can she now say : * Rise up and 
walk!'" 

Mr. John Marshman adds: — "Dr. Ryland's testimony is 
equally in point; he is represented in the 'Vindication' as 
having said, 'We laid down no plan for you; you .laid it 
down for yourselves.' Dr. Ryland, therefore, never believed 
in the existence of any contract which it was nefarious to 
break." 

I grailt that this testimony is " equally in point" with the 
former; that is, it is altogether pointless ! What Dr. Ryland 
said, as Mr. J. Marshman well knew, was not in relation to 
the original engagements of the Missionaries with the 
Society, but to the ** Form jof Agreement," which they had 
" laid down for themselves" in 1806 ! 

But Mr. J. Marshman must have another word or two on 
the subject which are " equally in point :" — " Even the letter 
of the Committee,'^ he says, "in June, 1818, corroborates 
this fact; for, in speaking of the property at Serampore, 
they call iCa gift to the Society ; and none but independent 
men can make gifts. These testimonies suflBciently attest 
the fact, that the contributions made from time to time by my 
colleagues to the Mission were made voluntarily, and not in 
fulfilment of any obligation. When, therefore, in conse* 
quence of a misunderstanding with the Comihfttee in 1817, 
they determined to make no further contribution to it, what 
compact did they violate?" 

Tne reader will be surprizM, probably, to learn, thatin^be 
letter of June 26, 1818, there is no such expression as that 
which Mr. J. Marshman has quoted ! The following is the 
manner in which the Committee speak of the property at Seram- 
pore : — " We have been ready to fear, at times, dear brethren, 
that too much has been said in commendation of your disin-* 
terested conduct in devoting your all to the cause of Grod. 
It is this, especially, which has fixed the eyes of the Christian 
world upon yon. Other Missionaries may have been more 
successful in making converts from among the heathen ; but 
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ihis has been the pre-eminent jewel in your crown. But 
after having been applauded for your generosity for resigning 
all claim to the property in question^ except as a constituent 
part of the Society, do you actually intend to resume your 
gift, and dispose of it entirely according to your own 
pleasure V 

It will be seen that the enquiry of the Committee is, whether 
as they had *^ devoted their all to the cause of Grod/' would 
they *' as a constituent part of the Society," resume their 
giilt and dispose of it as if they had not solemnly devoted it 
to missionary objects. 

And npw having, as I apprehend, disposed of the argu- 
ments of this writer (if such they may be called) I will answer 
frankly the gti^^^ton from which this tirade proceeded, viz..: 
^'Did the donation of their income, says Mr. J. Marsh- 
man, from time to time, arise out of any obligation which 
was compulsory upon them, or did it originate in their 
own free will ?'* 1 reply : in their engagement as the Mis- 
sionaries of the Society, no obligation rendered it compul- 
43ory upon them, in the event of their ever being able to 
make donations (and at the time when Drs. Carey and Marsh- 
man engaged as Missionaries this was not likely to be the 
case) to devote their income, from time to time, to the 
Society ! But I further say, in answer to this querist, that 
after his colleagues had voluntarily and solemuly devoted 
all their incomes to missionary purposes, and had united 
them to what was sent out to them from England, so as 
to make one common stock with the Society; and after 
having expended that stock partly in purchasing houses; 
&c. &c. on behalf of the Society, to withhold that property 
from the Society, and to claim it as their own ^as a 
violation of the most solemn compact — the Agreement of, 
1805— that, perhaps, any religious men ever violated. Let 
the reader carefully observe, that Drs. Carey and Marshman 
have not been charged with a violation of their contract 
for havin^^, in 1817, *' determined to make no further contri- 
bntion to the Society ;" this they have never been required by 
the Committee to do, but for having appropriated to their 
own use, premises and property which they had again stnd' 
again declared belonged not to themselves, but to the 
Society. 
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LETTER VIII. 



A Summary of the principal SidgecU in dispute continued, 

Mr Dear Brothi$r, 

I shall BOW proceed to resqine the sabjeot 
which I noticed in Letter ,11, pp. 9 — 14. 

2. TTie right of the Society to the Missionary property at 
Serampore. 

[ The MissioQaries having very frequently stated in their cor- 
rospondence with the Committee until the year I$I5, that all 
the property at Serampore belonged to the Society, it may 
be necessary to remind the reader, that this term included 
themselv^Si as well as the Subscribers and Committee at 
hpme^ tJntil after they beard of the death of Mr. Fuller, 
they were unquestionably ip union with the Society in Britain, 
sq as tp be *' in the fair, open^ legitimate sense one with them;** 
npr had they ever, in their correspondence, intimated that they 
considered themselves to be a Society distinct and inde- 
pfaident from that which had sent them to India, and for a 
time eo^tirely supported them, till after the news of that still 
lainented event liad r^ched them ! 

. X ineationed in my second letter, as one reason why Mr* 
Futl^JT ponsJdered wie premises, &c. at Serampore " the 
property of the Society/' the " Form of Agreement" en- 
tered into by nine Missionaries in 1805. 

l(t will be proper to iiotice, first, the manner in which Dr. 
Marihman speaks of this document. " In Oct. 1805,** he says, 
nine nodssipnary brethren signed un c^eement, as it is called, 
(J^eriodiqal Accannts^ vol. iii. p. 198^) which is rather a 
recognition of duty- Thisi concludes with an 6;:i^hortation, 
mjfiuai^ X suppose^ to devote ourselves wholly to the work, 
to ^^upyctify our all to God^ 8^c. 8cc. &c. If this document is 
tQ be considered an Agreement, I suppose it was only made 
wiik e^fh other, and that we merely pledged one. another to 
the things therein declared. This, I am sure, was my own 
sentiment."* 

Mr. John Marshman says : ** As it may possibly be misin- 
terpreted if I should neglect all allusion to the ' Form of 

• Reply, p. 8. 
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Agreement' in 180S, I will insert^ln this place^ the very few 
remarks I have to make on it. Dr. Carey and Dr. Marshman 
concur in the recollection^ that it was drawn np by Mr. Ward 
in a moment of zeal, and submitted to his brethren* who 
jsigned it. It was soon found to be an impracticable scheme ; 
indeed it was a plan of action which never could have been 
realized. The provision by which a Missionary was to con- 
sider the coat jon his back as not his own, was so palpably 
injudicions, and opened so wide a door for the rapacity of 
mothers, that no man could have ever been expected to make 
it B rule of life.*'* 

If the reader will turn to the history of this " Form of 
A|^eemerit«" as given in the Periodical Accoimts, it is verjr 
certain it was not written by Mr Ward " in a moment of 
jzeal ;" and if it had, surely it could not have been signed by 
jbII the other Missionaries in a moment, nor should one think 
without grave consideration. It might snit Mr. John Marsh* 
man's character and humour to caricature it, and to represent 
U as an *' impracticable scheme/' ** palpably injudicious/' 
and *^ a plan of action which never could have been reali^ted ;" 
h\it t tell him it only required the self-denying spirit essential 
to the character of a disciple of Christ to fulfil all its require- 
ments, and I have no doubt that when Dr^ Marshman, who 
now speaks so contemptuously of those who have reminded 
Jiim of the iact». put his name to il^ he had not the mosit 
distant thoaght of living to violate all its principles, aud to 
attempt to explain away its common sense meaning. He 
wHtes as if chagrin and veiation followed him on acconal of 
ibii "Form of Agreement.'' He says: — **The assertion 
thut vfe altered our plan, and concealed the alteration^ is peri- 
fecdy groundless, though we did not consider the regnlatioist 
respecting the tenths " [apjMPopriating a tenth pArt of ihell* - 
respective incomes as a fund for the use of their widows] 
'* any real alteration, nor think ourselves bound to consult any 
one beyond ourselves had it been such ; so far were we from 
concealing this from our brethren in England, that while we 
sent home only one copy of our original agreement, or of that 
of 1805, we sent home seven of that which contained the imar 
gkied alteration. That ojis copy in 1805, we did not send 
£one for publication; and when ten thousaiid copies of ii 
«frere printed, it was done without our consent or know^ 
ledge.^t 

The charge against the Missionaries was, that though they 
Jiad acknowledged, since Mr. Fuller's death, they had alterei 

* Reply, p. 14. ♦ Statement, p. 80. 
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this ** Form of Agreement" very soon after they had made it ; 
yet they had never iDformed the Committee of their having done 
so till long after that time. To this Dr. Marshman answers in 
effect : ^* We sent one copy home, it is true, in 1805, not ima- 
gining it would be increased to 10,000, though we never told 
Fuller not to make it public ; whilst we sent home seven 
copies in 1817, twelve years afterwards, iu which, for the first 
time, we informed the Committee we had not been bound by 
it for many years past ! " * It is not yet told us who was the 
unhappy man who made the first ''movement towards the 
measure," which only tended " in the smallest degree," to- 
wards its violation. Mor would I be implicated in the '' WOB" 
imprecated by himself, as well as by his eight other brethren 
upon such a devoted head, •* for all the immense prope^ty'^ 
whicb^ at present, exists at Serampore ! 

Mr. John Marshman does not imitate his father by attempt- 
ing io prove, that there has been no difiereuce in the plans 
on which his ^^olleagues originally acted. He says : — 

** I am willing to concede, that in the early stage of the 
Mission, my Colleagues so completely identified themselves with 
the Society, or rather vdth Mr. Fuller, its Secretary, as to con- 
sider themselves and the Society as having no separate pecuniary 
interest. This idea is brought to their remembrance more by 
citations from their own letters than from any distinct present 
remembrance. It was, howeverj^^^o alight and vague, and so 
wholly unformed into any regular theory or principle, and had 
so little practical influence on their minds, that it gradually 
and imperceptibly vanished away during the long course of 
action in which they proceeded practically upon the principle of 
independence. This independence was never interfered with, 
never brought into discussion by their friends in England. Mr. 
Fuller never made a single demand of accounts relative to the 
income of my friends, never interfered with their disposal, bat 
always mentioned them * as yowr funds.' And in one of his last 
letters, as if by a foresight of the storm which was to burst on 
our heads when he should be no more, left this testimony as to 
the intercourse which had subsisted between the Society at home 
and my friends, — * We have never attempted to legislate for you ;' 
saying to them at the same time that if this should ever be at- 
tempted, he should not be sorry if they issued a declaration of 
independence. When circumstances therefore compelled them 
to think formally on the subject, they felt fully justified in assert- 
ing expressly their right of independence. 

'^ Engaged as they were in a new undertaking, which ab- 

* This alteration was never avowed till Dr. Marshman admitted it in 
August 1826. 
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' sorbed their attention, a reciprocal and unbounded confidence 
arose between them and their colleagues in Britain; and the 
subject of their own gains was certainly the last which entered 
their minds. If they were able to meet the mis3ionary expenses 
' of the year with the combined funds created by their own labour 
and the contributions of the public in England, they felt them- 
selves satisfied, and never wasted a thought upon the idle question 
of foreign supremacy. Such is invariably the luidiscriminating 
generosity of feeling in which great enterprizes are cradled. As 
time gradually wore out those ideas of identity, and imposed on 
both parties the necessity of some lines of demarcation, to dis- 
tinguish the province of their respective duties, the control of 
the funds received from England was imperceptibly transferred 
to the Committee at home, while my friends retained in a more 
distinct form the management of their own funds. The period 
at which these definite landmarks appear to me to have been 
established, was the year 1807 — 8, when all the missionaries 
ceased to live in one family, . and separate stations began to he 
formed. It was then that my friends, after placing every mis- 
sionary on a footing of mutual independence, appear to have 
formMy distinguished their own funds from those of the Society. 
But even during the period in which an identity of funds may be 
traced, I cannot discover, from the correspondence before me, a 
single instance in which the Committee at home acted on the prin- 
ciple of interfering with the income originated by my colleague^. 
If therefore there be any thing in the representations made by us 
which may be interpreted as militating against this early union of 
interests, we will most cheerfully retract it, in thfe spirit of frank' and 
candid explanation. I am ready further to concede; that while my 
friends were acting with as much freedom and independence as the 
Committee of the Baptist Society, they frequently wrote to Mr. 
Fuller in very unguarded language, and used terms dictated 
more by the feeling of confidence than by a cool and calculatinpc 
spirit of prudence. To such an extent did they allow their 
feelings to overcome them, that sentences may be discovered in 
their correspondence which involve a perfect contradiction ; 
sentences of which one limb runs in a strain* of independence, 
while the last declares the most perfect devotion to the Society. 
When I shewed these sentences to Dr. Carey, he offered me an 
explanation, which every ingenuous mind will not fail to appre- 
ciate. I give his reply in substance. * We were independent ; 
we felt our independence ; we acted in the spirit of independence ; 
but such ^as our attachment to the Society while it was under 
' the three men' at home, that we thought we could never do 
enough for it ; we wrote frequently in terms of most ivjudidous 
liberality, which those who have entered upon Mr. Fuller's place, 
but not into his spirit, now turn against us.' I will even go 
farther, and concede that the relation in which my friends may 
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have stood U> the Society in the first five or mx years of the mi$« 
sion, differed from the nature of their connexion with it after 
Ulr. Fuller's death. I do not see how it could have been otheJT'' 
wise. Time, the great innovator^ gradually introduced a chan^ 
hi the circumstances of the mission ; and this necessarily induced 
a change of plans and pf relationship. Such is the case I believe 
with all undertakings, which have in them any principle of 
growth. The changes which have, by imperceptible degrees, 
crept on the plans of the missionary undertaking at Serampore, 
it would be idle to controvert ; but it is a tribute of justice 
to my colleagues to declare, that amidst all these change 
they have immoveably adhered to the principle on which they 
set out, that of devoting their time aiul their substance to the 
spread of divine truth in India. From this principle they 
have never swerved for a moment ; it is as much the rule of 
their conduct now, as it was thirty years ago. The advocates 
of the Society call upon us to reduce things to their first 
insMtution, and to observe wherein and how they have deg^a-^ 
nerated. Let the Society then s^t the example. Let them dk-^ 
solve the Metropolitan Committee, and restore the management 
of the mission to the plain, unambitious simplicity of the country ; 
fet them send out alt the funds raised in England to be expended 
by my colleagues as they deem most judicious. But ^bove all, 
let them give us the great soul, the -ardent zeal, the unbounded 
confidence of Fuller, and it will then, and not till then,, be fejr I 

to demand of my colleagues a return to what are called * firpt I 

|)rinciples.' " i 

It will have been learned, from my seicond letteir, iit what j 

string and cOiambiguous language the three jelder Mission- . 

aries had repeatedly expressed themselves on the subject of ! 

a common stock, mission property, the property belonging to I 

the Society, &c. &c. Dr. Marsbman, in his ** Statement,"^ 
called these ** casual and incidental expressions used in our 
tetters in the iirarmth of unsuspecting confidence;'** &c. &p. 
dropped ''in the afiectionate carelessness"" of the Serampore 
correspondence* Mr. J. Marshman, however, calls it ** very 
unguarded language ;" and says, '* they used t^ms dictated 
more by the feeling of confidence than by a cool and cal^n- 
^ting spirit of prudence." And even Dr. Cavey is reported 
if> have said : ** we wrote frequently iipu terma of piost in^U" . 
didous^ Uberality F 

1m the letter of the Committee te the Missioiiaries at 
Serampore, dated June 26, Y818, it was ssad: — * 

^' You are aware that the universal imp^ression is, that the pr^*' 
mises s^t Serampore^ with all the property they co^tfdn^ bi^lpng \p 

* StateflMot, p« 89: 
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"iife Society^ fttid that you hold thefh ak A part of tke Societfi aM 
as trustees for the whole. This • idf^a has beett so expressly and 
repeatedly i^cognized all alcmg in our Periodical Accounts^ that 
aziy attempts to invalidate it would diffuse iiniversal oLarm and 
«ii«pfeion« At tl;ie eventful period of the renewal of the £ast 
India Company^s ^hartcfTy this statement was formally made tcy the 
gov^nment of tins country, foy brethren Fuller^ Suteliff, and 
others; they felt the fofce of tiie ai'^nment then ^Miployed, th^t 
* British property Was entitled to British protection/ On this 
ground we were successful in urging that petitions might he 
poured in from all p'arts of the country, and this enabled Mr. Wil- 
berforce to make an appeal to the House of Commons on your 
behalf, which had tke effect of an electric dio6k ainong the mem- 
bers. Coupling these iticontesiible facts With the known jealosy 
of the East India Company, respecting the acquisition of property 
by an^ but their own servants, we are ready to Conceive that the 
question of your continuance in India was determined by thb 
yiew then presented of your dishiterested conduct in connexion 
witti oiip Society/' 

Now how does Dr. Marshman attempt to tm^et- this 
straight forward statement? He says — 

*' The foliowhi|f ftosertiOn, *Yoli are aw&rc; .that the uniifersal inf- 
pressioB h, that the preniMes at 8erainpore, with all the property thejr 
coatuD,. bekng to the Sddety^ and that you bdld them as a part ^ the 
• Society f aad as ^msteee for toe WhaU,' wc pats as in full possenssiea ef 
the wishes £>slered by lihoBe who wr^te this letter. ' The premises at 
Saramfrorr/^ i. e. onr dwellin|^s« ' wit^ all the property tiiey oontaio/ 
ii|^ t<» that lame, June 26th» l&I8;r^ty8, olijoiuse, iacluded every 
ihiDf aaid Dr. Carey by goyeramene, the pTee^mg year, anid eveatibSe 
f receding month^^all the types, und artkstee of every Ifiad, for whieh 
we had paid the Society as we received them, evea to the smallest phial 
ef ine^0ine,r^every arlide of fariiitiife aid elottihig!^ aat, evoi the 
Bionth's food laid iu'ler om* faalities,)^*' all,* sf»f l^y^ ' belongs to tHie 
Seieiety*' We, therefore, had ao right to these; we were only * tru^- 
lbe»' tor die Soeiety^ aiiaa the Committee, i* e. the wtiters^ of this 
lettery to he called to aecount by th*»» of' by ttkof^ v^hona they might 
depute, for the fr^^gal eoaaumption of-^jaiot o^r food, &c. bat the 
Society*s, It would not be easy to find a parallel to this, except in the 
deehurttitfn of the king of »y«latoAbab|^' Thtraioith B^adad, Thy 
silver aad thy gold) kc. is mine.* It mighty perWs, hnye beefi pte^- 
sant to the writers of this letter, had we replied like him, * AccorcTing to 
thy saying, 1 am thine, and all that I have.* 

*• Proofs are then adda(5ed to sdbstantiate thi^ state of absoltfte jpf <^rw- 
torship on their part, ilad of something hek>^ vassalage on oars. — ^'This 
idea has been so expressly and repeatedly recognized all aloi^ i?J>ar 
Periodical Aceounts, that any attempts to invalidate it would diffuse 
universal alarm and suspicion," The writers of this letter do not, how- 
ever, adduce one of these repeated recognitions of this absolute proprie- 
torship, which Dr. Carey has so repeatedly declared never did exist; 
and the concurrent testimony of Faller, Sutcliff, and Ryland shews that 
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it never could haye existed. What bas been since adduced wiEb tit^ 
Tiew, sball be examined elsewhere. But tbey add fartber ; ' Fuller, Sut^ 
cliff, and otbers made tbis statement to the government, at the time of the 
renewal of the East India Company*s charter.' It was passing strange 
if they did ; for within a year of that period, Sutcliff declared, and Fm- 
ler repeated the sentiment to ns with approbation, that be should expect 
Q8 to issue a declaration of independence, and should not be sorry if we 
did ; which would, of course,, deprive ^e Society of all rights of this 
nature, as full^ as the American declaration of independence deprived 
the British nation of all right over America.^ But we happen to have 
lying by us, in a letter of twelve pages, the history of every interview 
between Messrs. Fuller and Sutcliff and the British ministers, at that 
eventful period, in Fuller's own words ; and no such statement of abso- 
lute proprietorship to every thing out dwellings might contain in future 
▼ors, is to be found in the whole document. The argument they put 
into Fuller's moutli, *that British property was entitled to British pro- 
lection,' is quite an unhappy one ; nrst, because we were British subjects 
as really as the writers of this letter ; and secondly, because British 
protection could not extend to Serampore^ which is under the dominion 
of the king of Denmark. 

'* But add they, * tbis enabled Mr. Wilberforee to make an appeal to 
the House of Commons on your behalf;' i. e. that the premises at 
Serampore, with all the property they contain, belong to the Society ; — 
and '^his had the effect of an electric shock among the members.* We 
think it must have astonished them, had Mr. Wilberforee represented the 
Serampore brethren as having no more right to their own labour, than 
those African slaves, whose state be bacTso often brought before the 
house. But the fact is, that he did not make such a'statement, and that 
the topics he urged respecting us were of quite a different nature. But 
the letter adds, * coupling these incontestible ^ts,' (i. e. those just 
refuted) * with the known jealously of the East India Company respect- 



ing the acquisition of property by any but their own servants, we arc 
ready to conceive, that the question ot your continuance in India was 




. ^ gener ^ , , 

return, become proprietors of all you have/ But the fact is, we have 
never yet heard of this • known jealousy of the East India Company, 
respecting the acquisition of property by any but 'their own servants ; * 
and had this jealousy existed, it could not nave affected us; for we at 
Serampore have ever been out of their jurisdiction, unless when the 
place was held by the English, Such, then, are the * incontestible 
facts ' by which this sovereign proprietorship was supported."* 

Now let the reader judge whether the foIIowiDg langaage 
of Mr. Wilberforee^ in the speech made by bim in the Hoase 
of Commons, on presentiDg the petition from the Baptist 
Missionary Society m 1813, does not fally justify the state- 
ment made by the Committee, on this snbject: — 

« It is a merit of a more vulgar sort, but to those who are blind to 
their moral, and even their literary excellencies, it may; perhaps, afford 
an estimate of value Ibetter suited to their principles and nabits of calcu* 

• Reply, p. 26. 
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' lation» that these men^ [Drs. Carey and Marslmiaii] and Mr. Ward aUb, 
another of the Missionaries, acqairin^ from j^ 1,000. to j^ 1,500. per 
annum each, hy the various exercise oi their talents, throw the whole 
into the common stock of the Mission, which they thus support by 
their jtecuniury contributions ^ only less effectually than dj their 
researches and literary labours.*'— ^^^ When to these qualifications ive 

. superadd that generosity which, if exercised in any other cause, would 
have received, as well as deserved, the name of splendid munificence.'** 

SufiTer me to ask yoa, ivhefher Mr. Wilberforce did not 
** represent the premises at Serampore, with all the property 
they contained, as being British property?'' What else 
Gonld he intend by the " common stock of the mission ?" 
Is it not a fact, that his most powerful appeal on behalf of 
the Missionaries in India, was founded upon that circum- 
stance? His language is so plain, that it cannot be misun- 
derstood ; so unequivocal, that no sophistry can distort it. 
And yet, Dr. Marshman has the effrontery to tell his reader, 
and that too, after, as it should seem, be bad been perusing 
the ** speeches ;" for how else could he have known, that 
" the topics he urged respecting us were of quite a different 
nature ? " He adds : ** the fact is, be did not make such a 
statement," marking his contradiction most emphatically by 
printing' ** did not/' in italics ! My feelings of indignatioti 
on this occasion are so strong, that I should not like to de« 
scribe. Dr. Marshman's conduct in appropriate terms. Have 
you not noticed in the reports of the speeches of the House 
of Commons, when something has been asserted^ outraging 
all credibility, that the members have contented themselves 
by exclaiming. Oh ! Oh ! 

Mr. John Marshman strives to make it appear, tliat, from 
the year 1807-8, the common-stock system, or the amalga- 
mation of the money sent from England, and that which was 
the product of the labours of the Missionaries, was aban- 
doned* He says : — ** The control of the funds received from 
England was imperceptibly transferred to the Committee at 
home ; while my friends retained, in a more distinct form, 
the management of their own funds." This statement is 
entirely destitute of any foundation! I admit, that in 1809, 
''the Missionaries ceased to live in one family" and that 
" separate stations " were formed ; but I deny, that the 
common missionary fund was destroyed by this measure. 
In ^ letter sent by Carey, Marshman, and Ward, '' to 
the Society," dated June 25, 1809, they speak of the dis^ 
tinction of stations, and of the necessity of every station 

• Sfieecbes of W. Wilberforee, Esi^. published 1818, pp. 64*, 68. 
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being independetit atid oltiraoteiy ocodnntable only to titfe 
Society : — tney repeat, that ^' afl private trade is probibifed 
npon paiD of the loss of the missiooary character f aod add, 
** we shall endeavoar to meet the oHssioBary expeaces of 
tiii« station [Seratiipdre,} and as niiieh of the tranelafiiig and 
printing of the hot^gr scriptures as ire are able, as well as (hose 
of Jessore and Orissa. 

In confirmation of my statement, I give the extract of a 
letter from Dr. Marshman to Dr. Ryland, dated Sept. 17, 
1811, in which it is said : — 

** We have three funds which we keep perfectly separate : — 

1. The Translation Fund, which contains all the monies received 
fh)m you, and from America, and here, for the Translations. 

2. The Station Fund, which consists of all ypu send us in motley^ 
books, or medicines, and of the interest of Mr. Graht^s legacy. 
TMs supports all the European brethren ; the heaviest load on it 
hitherto has been Rangoon. 3. Qor own Fund, wUcb arises 
solely from the proceeds of our united labows, siq>ports tlie'caaie 
in Gftlctttta, Jessore, and Orissa, making c^ the defiei^cies Of 
the ehurch in the salari^ of Carapiet, of John Peter, the Bene- 
volent Institution, &e. 8&c. It also n^ets the expenceB of edm- 
cating the children of the family^ abd.of four or i^^ orphans 
whom Providence hss thrown upon us. A circumstance con- 
nected with this latter fund, I have mentioned by the brethren's 
desire to brother Fuller. We have thought we ought 'not to 
burden you with our aged parents, nor the people of God with 
you ; but that it is a duty we owe to them to suppbrt them witb 
a part of the product of our labours, and that this is not injustice 
to the cause of God, We have therefore agreed, that we will 
settle among ourselves what the parents of each one [are^ to 
have and to desire you to pay it to them, and charge it, or rather 
take it from the ready money yoa send out, either for the trans- 
lations or the sttttiens, and we will faithfully nspayit to^tho^ 
frmds from our labour." 

In amvdiffr letter lo Dr. Ryland from the same Missionary, 
dated Marofa 25, 18I3» he repeats the same stntement^ and 
then adds :-«- 

'^ The third and only fund from which we can take a rupee to 
repair our loss [by the fire] is that which belongs to the station 
at Serampore, which arises from Mr. Carey's salary, the profits 6f 
the school, and any little sum which may arise from the prisftin^- 
ofBce, to which indeed we do not look as a source of gain, suffl- 
eiently hapi^ in making it an instrument to difAise abroad the 
light of revelation. From this are drawn the expences of the 
numerous iamilies at Serampore. • * ♦ ♦. Whether the 
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sum required io leplace it [tbe printing-office} be 70ft9^^ or 
60,000 [rupees,] it must come from the same quarter aa before> 
or from the goodness of our frienda.^^ 

It was pot much inore than a month after this, that Dr. 
Marsbman, May 8, 1812, wrote the statement given in my 
second letter respecting (he property of the SoGl£TY tit 
India, a3 amounting to x 21,200! 

Respecting the division of the mission family, of which 
Mr. J. Marshman speaks, Mr. Fulter gives the foHowiAg 
account: — " During this period, viz« at the commencement of 
the year 1811, the Missionaries drew up a review of the 
pa»t year, in which they no longer speak of their under* 
taking as a single mission, but as being divided into ^pe 
missions, according to the different languages of the coun- 
tries; and which they denominate the United Missions of 
India* These are the Bengal, the Burtnan, the Orissoj 
the Bootan^ and the Hindoosthan*** 

The fact is, on this subject, that, a division had, in 1810, 
taken place in the mission funds, u e. the funds were applied 
to ihxeQ' distinct objects, and these were respectively supplied 
from different sources, but still the common stock remained. 
This view of the case is supported by Dr. Marshman. 

** When, in 1810, therefore^, these [eight EuropeanJ brethren 
had gone to their different stations, the choice of which we lejft 
wholly to their decision, vve declared them to be quite indepen- 
dent of us at Serampore, and dependant alone opon the Society 
which supported them. We^ in consequence, separated from 
car own the funds sent ns by the Society for their support^ 
deeming it imj^oper any longer to apply both these fiinds to- 
gether, lest it should appear as if we supported them, and lest we 
dicmld intcur. blame by appearing to exercise that aji^olute cgo-^ 
trol over all the funds which we had ever exercised over our 
owae Those sent from England we applied wholly to the sap- 
port of these brethren ; and if at anytime they fell short as th^ 
sonietimes did, we supplied the deficiency from our own, without 
mentionmg it to them, or even otir brethren in Efigland T't 

Mr. John Marshman, probably forgetting what he had 
said before, that in 1807-8, they '* formally distinguished 
their fundip from those of the Society,*' afterwards tells us : — 
'*_0n the 6th of July, 1817, [mark the time] they requested 
their bankers to open two distinct heads in their boQJts."X 

* Periodical Accounts, vol. Iv. p. 214. t See Statement, p. 41. 

I See Review, p. 18. 
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This gentleman is compelled to admit, that *' the rela- 
tion in wbich the three Missionaries stood to the Society, 
differed from the nature of their connexion with it after Mr. 
FoHer's death." Most certainly it did. Before that event, 
they were hona fide Missionaries residing at Serampore, 
one of the five stations belonging to th^ Society ; after his 
death they, became an independent or distinct Society, calling 
themselves ''The Baptist Mission at Serampore." Before 
that event they cast the product of their various labours into 
a common fund with what they received from the Committee 
at home ; after his death in 1817, they say, '' we must be free 
in our funds, our dwellings, and our choice of coadjutors ; 
that relative to the funds originated by us, to our dwellings, 
and all the concerns of our family, you and we are for ever 
as distinct and free from dependance upon each other as 
were Fuller and Ryland ;'* before that event they had uni- 
formly and constantly declared, that all the *' immense^pro- 
perty" at Serampore belonged to the Society; after his death 
one of them said, *' The' Society has not a pice of property at 
Serampore r I ask you then, seriously, to reconsider this 
matter. Do not ''all these changes" prove, that they have 
fiot adhered to " the principle upon which they set out?" 
which was not only to " devote their time and substance to 
the spread of divine truth in India," but to do so in con- 
nexion with the Society of which they were Missionaries. 
Surely you will not attempt to defend your statement, that 
'f all which has occurred at Serampore has increased yoqr 
esteem and affection " for these brethren 1 

But Mr. J. Marshman tauntingly says, of the Committee, 
** Let them send out ail the funds raised in England to be 
expended by my colleagues, as they deem most judicious;'* 
to which he ought to have added, '* and without requiring 
froin them any account of their appropriation." It is true, 
that was the plan before Mr. Fuller's death; but I cah tell 
him, with confidence, that had " the change of plans and 
relationship," which took place after his death, existed before 
that event, his " great soul " would have said, in reply to this 
taunt, 'What! does J. M. think that I or the Committee 
will place the same " unbounded confidence" in him, as we 
did in brother Ward? It is true we placed "unbounded 
confidence" in Carey, Marshnran and Ward, and "sent thepi 
out all the funds raised in England, to be expended as they 
deemed most judicious;" (but I now acknowledge we acted 
neither rightly nor wisely in doing so^ even to them !} but most 
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certainly we shall not thas send oar funds to Serampore, now 
tbey are become a separate Missionary Society ! ' 

Repeated mention has been made of the declarations of 
the Missionaries respecting the property of the Society, and 
especially of that by Dr. Marshman, (see Letter II. p. 13.) 
It will be saitable to observe the mode in which he now 
accounts for his conduct in writing that letter. He thus 
speaks in his recent publication : — 

*' Neither he, [Dr. Carey] nor Mr. Ward, knew any tking of my 
letter to Dr. Ryland, which was written hastily jiist after' tke fire in 
18112, when I thought the news of it had plunged him into the deepest 
distress : hut that it was ' extravagant and foolisii * in the highest degree, 
I freely acknowledge, of which the letter, itself bears sufficient marks ! 
I ouffht also to say, that my devotedness to Fuller, Sutcliff, and Ryland, 
so affected my own mind, that for the first six or seven years of our 
union, I had not those clear and decided ideas of our right to our own 
INCOMES, which Dr. Carey had from the beginning. There was some 
indistinct notion floating in my own mind, that we ought to consider 
ourselves their property , until 1 came to reflect closely on the subject 
about the year ISOTT Hence, for the sake of perfect exactness^ I ou£^ht, 
both in the letter of 18179 and in the 'Statement * published in May lo28, 
to have appended a note, qualifying with respect to myself individually^ 
the absolute assertion that we never had any such ideas. But then 
I ouffht ako to have added, that these floating indistinct ideas were 
merely that inert kind of notion^ which we sometimes have of a subject 
on wmch we have never had any inducement to think ; that they haa no 
eflTect upon our plans of practical independence, on which we ever 
acted ; and that they vanished from my own mind as soon as they be^ 
came the subject of close consideration / / '' * 

I really must restrain my feelings on this subject. Is it 
possible that the minate circumstantial letter to Dr. Ryland/ 
and this worse than lame apology, could have been written 
by the same man, and that man too an aged minister of the 
gospel of Christ ! I am certain, from what I know of your up- 
right mind, that this is not one of the things in Dr. Marshman's 
character and conduct, that *' has tended to increase yoiir 
esteem and affection." 

I now introduce, notwithstanding the length of the para- 
graph, the version which Mr. J. Marshman gives concerning 
the property, inclu'ding the premises, &c. &c. 

^ «« Since the final separation in March 1827, the Committee have pub- 
lished a private letter, written hy Dr. Marshman to Dr. Ryland, con* 
taining a very loose view of the property existing at Serampore, after 
the fire in 1812, to which this expression is appended, ' not a fisirthing of. 
which belongs to us, but all to you.* My colleagues had a vague recol- 

♦ Reply, &c. p. 27. 
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78 Mr* f^Hn Manhman's StaUmMt ^ the Property^ 

ledioB of hayng written to their friends in tlie Gomoiitlee, in very 
tmipiarded termsy regarding the little property at Serampore^ but of the 
existence x>f any suen letter as that of Dr. Marshman, they had no knofr- 
ledge; and the remembrance of it had long since passed froni his 
nemary» Had it been brought under their consideration, I am con- 
TiAodd they would immediately haye come to the resolution which they 
hare now made. I cannot therefore but regaM the course pursued by 
the Committee, in withholding this letter from us, during^ the ten years 
of the controversy, and reserving it for publication till it codld be 
brought forward to our discredit as deficient m candour. It would have 
been an act of kindness, perhaps of equity, more especially in a Mis- 
sionary €omJitittee« to have shewn it to Mr. Waid, or to me, when we 
were in Bagland. It certainly ought to haye bees shewn to Dr. Miunih- 
mauy dnrin«f the disenssiooe which preceded the dissolution of our con- 
nexiOB witn the Society, and should not have been brought forward. 
after every aueetiau kM been apparently settled^ to shew that we still 
JbtboBxed uui^ the weight of unfoifilled obligations.* 

** The l^er excited no little surprise in the mind of Dr. Carey. On 
my first mterview with hhn, after he had perused it, he assured me ttat 
neither he nor Mr. Ward had any idea of its having ever been* written, 
and thaft he was confident it had pasnd from Dr. Marshman's memory. 
He added, that though it could not be justly ooBstmed, in any court of 
•equity, as lajruig him or me under oblLgiitions, he would advise our meet- 
ing ttie question it involved with boldnesB, and at once taking on^our- 
sefyea the responsibility whidi it might be supposed to imply ; and'that 
thMigh the Sooiety, more than ten yean before, declared their interest in 
the propeity to be merely nominal, if they now wished to make it real, we 
shoiiU not slirink from tlie task of giving them the vadue of what rem^ed 
of.it ift ldl7. He proposed there&re tmit we should offer to the Society 
the pnnohes^ Library, and Museum, and tiie value of the stock whien 
hadperisiiedby use; as nothing could be more odious to his feelings 
than to retain property of any kind, his title to whieh ndght be brought 
in question. These ideas completely coincided with mine ; and, as we 
now find, on his return^ with uiose entertained by Dr. Marshman ; the 
offer has iherelbre been made, 

** Dr Marshman's very loose statement of the property existing at 
Serampore after the fire, has been repeated with so much eagerness and 
exttltation,that I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without correcting 
its inaecacacy. His letter, intenoed to cheer Dr. Ryland*8 mind, was 
written within two months after the fire, at a period when my friends 
required all the strength of christian confidence, to enable them to look 
at the bright side of things, and to prevent their sinking in despondency. 
The extreme inaccuracy of the statement is at once manifest firom the 
factt that Jh^ Marshman sat down with the impression that the existing 
property waa worth £ 10,000., and, currente calamo^ in a few minutes, 
advanced it to double that amount. It was indiscreet to have sent home 
so loose a statement^ penned without any reference to documents ; an 
indiscretion which Dr. Marshman is free to confess. 

*' The real value of the property e)Listing in 1912, did not exceed 
J5l9^fiWJt S^. Fuller stated it at that amount in his application to His 
MaJMy '^ mialstere in May 1812. Ih. Marshman had tne same impres- 
sibfi of it» cKlent wJmu he commenced his letter; and when we deduct 
froK His rough sketch, the sums which had no real existence, there will 

* The fact la, the Committee were not atilwt tine aware of its existence. 
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reiBate ^lO^SPO, of taiigible property,, m tii^ foUowiait «xti»ct wHl 

shew : — 

^ Premises At Serampore « . ^5000 

■ » at Rangoon 500 

m at Digah 500 

■ atCkMljnalty IM 

■ ■ u. atCatwa 100 

The (hit-Statwm Fund ........ 1500 

Mr. Grant*s Legacy ......... 2500 

TMal ^10,900» 

*« QC these Uenw, the first fire* consist of limded property, whick still 
remain, in the possession of the Society. The sum of j^l500. due from 
Mr. Rolt, Mr. Fernandez, and others, for money advanced to their rela- 
tiv-es by Mr. Paller, was carried to the Society's credit as it was realized. 
Tlw amoiMii of ths legapsy was gradualiy expended in oar missionary 
«Bd<ntitlang* 

" The property remaining in the Prmting-office is greatly overstated; 
about 4000 punches were recovered, whieh we still have, but never use, 
new and improved pmiches having since been cut ; they had cost about 
j^4M.i tlie fbur old presses might have been worth £o^.j and the valtte 
of lilt mieltMi metal w»s about ^lOft. Of the mo^ey in ^e chapel ooly 
a viHy siyiall portion has been realized ; the bajance appears irrecover- 
able. Of the outstanding debts belonging to the School, 12,200 rupees 
only were received, and this sum went to the surpnort of the estabiish- 
ment, and to the payment of debts, (wMeh in \%ii were not ineoiisider* 
aUt.^ Tho Lftcary aad Mineum, graatlv ovnmted at iS1500. (as tfaev 
were n^t worth half thaf sum^ <^re in the College, unsold and untonchea. 
Of ^e varions works in the press, valued by a singular anticipation at 
Jl?1200, Dr. Carey's Bengalee Dictionary was a losing* enterprise ; the 
second edition of^^ConfticiTis was never printed; and the profits arising 
from tlie saU U Mr* Ward's work, j£226. he gav6» when it was eom>. 
plated* to Halloo fiehools, With this one ejLception, there was no work 
th«A i^iihe press; which yielded more tjian the charges for printing*''f 

T submit to your consideration^ (bis vindication of his 
fathei'3 conduct. He says, '* it was indiscreet to have sent 
home so loose a statement, penned without reference to docu- 
ments; an indiscretion which Dr. Marshman is free to confess.'' 
But wiil the covifession of ^^indiscretion" satisfy the public 
for the alien$ition of even £10,38©., mclading *^ Mr. Grant^s 
legficy of £2500.*" (which doui)t!ess was the '< monies in the 
Company's fluids,'' referred to hy the Committee in their 
petition) from the Society ? Mr. J. Marsfaman> as has been 
remarked, says, that '^in Jttly 1817, they requested their 
bankers to opm ttoodBstinet heads in their books, and to carry 
to thff credit of the Society, and of the Translation ftmds, the 
sums [Bs. ^976. 11. 7.] above mentioned.'^* He adds^ 

«• lo thero noi^ a tae planlatioa of teak tioes^ caUed *' Ftdtef ^s OiDve '* T 
Mcr IKp^M^nWri i»e SQ, »n<J #dd^ ** l\ is (f r tl|e pywpof e of proWtog for 
tbe Miaiioa inr fiitnre years." 

t Review, pp. 18—20. 
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80 Remarks- an Mr. John Mar$hmaii^9 Concession. 

" Viewing the origin of this property at this distant period; 
and with the aid of all the information which time has elicited, 
as to the ultimate views of those with whom the demand 
originated, a spectator might have censared my colleagaes 
for having neglected, at that period, to cot off the possibility 
of fatare contentioD, by calculating all the property then 
existing besides the premises f and offering it to the Society.^* 

I appeal to year candoar, whether, after all the attempts 
which have been made by this gentleman, to prove that no 
part of the property realized at Serampore belonged to the 
Society ; and after all the charges he has exhibited agatost 
the Committee, of rapacity and injustice, (not for having* 
demanded the possession of it, bat merely for refusing to con- 
cede the right of the Society to it) he is not obliged to 
admit, at least by implication, that in 1817 the Society pos- 
sessed ^' properly besides the premises," respecting which, 
could they have foreseen the events that have since taken 
place, it would have bjeen wise in the Serampore Missiona- 
ries, to have had its value estimated, and to have offered it 
to the Society! Unless I have greatly misunderstood the 
design of Mr. J. Marshman in this remarkable passage, it is 
to intimate that the sentiments which he has attributed to a 
'' spectator," are his own sentiments; and that after all he has 
written, he secretly censures his colleagues for having neg^ 
lected thus to have cut off the occasion for the contentions 
which have taken place on this account, as, doubtless, the 
claim of the Committee to the property and. premises at 
Serampore, and which they have steadily refused to relinquish, 
must h^ve greatly annoyed his happiness, as did Naboth's 
" vineyard," that of king Ahab, who wished to make it, "a 
garden of herbs," for his own use. 

Dr. Marshman has, in his '* Reply,'' (ps^g® 26) mentioned 
the servility of this monarch, manifested in his reply to 
Benhadad, and intimates that the Committee had demanded 
similar servility from the Missionaries! No, Dr. Marshman, 
the Committee never wished yon to say to the Society, as 
Ahab did to Benhadad, *' I am thine, and all that 1 have!^* 
You know that they have only refused to concede, that the 
property which was purchased from a united missionary stock 
had become private and personal property ; or, at most, they 
have only contended, that there had been no effectual step 
taken, to prevent both " the property and the premises " at 
Serampore from becoming so. Will any one who has respect 
to uprightness and integrity, undertake, in reference to meir 
conduct in this respect, the defence of the Serampore Mis- 
sionaries ? 
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LETTER IX. 



. A Summary of the principal Subjects in dispute concluded: 

My DEAR Brothbr, 

I proceed to notice— 3rdly. The independence 
claimed by the Missionaries, and what Dr. Marshman calls 
the recognition of their independence by the Committee. 'Dr. 
Marshman has thus eotitled the secdnd chapter of hi« 
*' Reply/'— " From the death of Fuller, to the public recog- 
nition of our independence, by the General Meeting held at 
Birmingham, August 1818." I have giveni the resolutions 
adopted at this meeting (Letter III. p. 24) and respecting 

-them, Dr. Marshman says, his aged colleague was so well 
satisfied, as to have said, M they spoke to their very hearts." 
Of course I am to infer, that the whole of th^se resolutions 
were cordially approved by the Missionaries ; and therefore 
that they did not object to the Committee considering them^ 

-selves ** as being still responsible" to the public for the 
safety of the premises, " and engaged to watch over their 

* destination ; " nor were they then offended, but exceedingly 
delighted by the Committee ** earnestly and affectionately 

•reminding their Serampore. brethren of the vast importance 
of so appointing and perpetuating the tru$t, as siiall at once 
meet the approbation of the public, and best promote the pro- 
pagation of the gospel in India, agreeably to the original 
design and institution of the Baptist Missionary Society.'' 
Now, ought they not, I appeal to ydiir honourable feelings 

' and christian principles, as these recommendations '' spoke to 
their very hearts," to have immediately carried them into ef- 
fect;, and not to have disregarded them, by neglecting ade- 
quately to secure the premises until this day? 

And notwithstanding the fourth resolution " spoke to Hietr 
very hearts," in regard to Mr. Ward's plan for " p»pe- 
tnating the Missionary Union at Serampore," have they not 
strong:ly resented the idea of being supposed to concur in it? 
But it was the third resolution, which Dr. Marshman says 
contained " the public recognition of our independence,** 
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82 Rgsolutions of the (kntral Commifiee. 

especially tbe last clause — '' and whilst we applaad their 
noble generosity in contribating so great a portion of their 
income to the sapport pf the Mission, we cannot object to 
their exclusive management of the proceeds of their own 
labours in the cause of God." 

I need scarcely remind you, tiiat the kind of independence 
recognized by this resolution was, the exclusive management 
of the funds originated by themselves, or what Dr. Marshmao 
calls (Letter VIII. p. 74) " Our own Fund," in contradistinc* 
tion from the '' Translation Fund," and the '' Station Fund." 
Now I venture to assert, nor am I afrietid of being success- 
fully contradicted, that with their independence, in this sense 
of that term, the Committee have never attempted to in- 
terfere. Dr. Marsbman's. inference, that this resolution 
was a recognition of their right to exclude the Committer 
from all claim to the Missionary premises at Serampore, is, as 
you will see, without the least foundation. The Committee 
acknowledge themselves restricted from ** interfering with the 
administration of the premises at Serampore," but considered 
themselves '' responsible to the public to watch over their ulti- 
mate destination:" they have never, as you know, attempted 
to interfere with those " premises," nor have they a right to do 
so, while they are employed for Missionary purposes; bat 
should the time ever come, when, for instance, the printing- 
office and paper-mill, shall not be devoted to preparing copies 
of tbe Scriptures for gratuitous circulation, but be wholly oc- 
cupied for purposes of private and secular advantage, it would 
be, I doubt not, , " lawful," and probably " expedient,^' to 
attempt means for recovering them to the original objects. 

I must now request you to observe the attempt of Dr. 
Marshman to prove, that after the management of the Society 
was removed to London, that the "heat" that is the Central 
Committee, by their resolutions adopted Dec. 81, 1819, res- 
cinded those which had been passed at Birmingham the year 
before. He says, " By the public letter of the brethren 
assembled from various parts of England and Scotland^^those 
at Serampore were declared to ' act distinctly from the 
Society,' not as a boon granted them by their brethren, but 
as a thing 'of course;' and were also acknowledged toco- 
operate effectually with them in every thing which conld 
advance the cause of the Redeemer in India."* " This left 
nothing before us but the prospect of mutual, energetic, and 
harmonious co-operation, in promoting the Mission in India."f 

* Reply, p. 32. t Reply, p. 83. 
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Dr. RylaniTs Circular Letter. 88 

** But Lopdoo having gained the prize was now the seat of 
power; and a local Committee possessing the management, 
could attempt openly, what was before beyond their reach ; 
if they could bring themselves to trample on the decisions, 
and nullify the acts of a General Meeting," ♦ " Some will 
perhaps enquire, how many formed this Committee, who, 
trampling on. the authority of that general meeting, and 
rescinding its decisions, disturbed anew the peace of the 
Mission at home and abroad ? The answer is^ fourteen per- 
sons. Were these, like the General Meeting at Birmingljam, 
friends of the Mission met from various parts of England and 
Scotland I Instead of this, ten, if not eleven^ of these four- 
teen persons were from London and its neighbourhood." f 

I take the liberty of requesting you to peruse the resolu- 
tions adopted by this Central Comjmittee, (see Letter IV. 
p. 35,) and to desire you will say, wherein there was any dif- 
ference, as to their tenor, from the former, which it Is said 
they rescinded. Indeed it should appear that Dr, Marshman 
himself was so convinced of their perfect coincidence, that he 
found it necessary, in order to give any colour to his state- 
ment,, to mutilate the former so as entirely to alter their 
meaning ! 

• In the '* Circular Letter," signed by Pr. Ryland (see Let- 
ter III. p. 25,) it is said, — ** It must give pleasure to you, and 
all the friends of religion, that God has so far prospered the 
work of bis servants, [the Serampore Missionaries] as to 
enable them to contribute so largely to the Missionary cause 
from their own funds. In the management of these, our 
brethren act distinctly from the Society, although co-opera- 
ting with us in every "thing that can advance the Saviour's 
cause in India." Now I appeal to you, whether it is not an 
instance of unfairness and disingenuousness, that Dr. Marsh- 
man should have left out the entire sent^ace, *' in the manage- 
ment of these,^' on which the meaning of the resolution 
depended, and then to -draw from his own dishonesty, such 
heavy and offensive charges against the Committee. When 
Nehemiah was charged with various crimes by Sanb^allaf, he 
contented himself by replying, '* There are no such things as 
thousayest: thou feignedst them put of thine otm heart. '^ I 
think you will not undertake to shew that there is any discre- 
pancy between these resolutions, and those adopted when 
you were present at Birmingham. 

The fact is, that the Central Committee in London 

• Ibid, p. 36. + Ibid, p. 87. 

G 2 
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84 Sodet^s right to property admitted. 

in as foil and explicit a manner recognized tlie INDEPBN- 
BENGB of the ^erampore brethren, as the Birmingham 
resolutions had done, if by that term be meant the right 
of the Missionaries to ** the exclusive management of the 
proceeds of their own labours in the cause of God;* but 
if by independence be intended that the Missionaries at 
Serampore were a separate Society from that at home ; 
having a right to the properly which had been purchased 
partly with money sent out from England, then it had not 
been recognized by the former more than by the latter 
of these meetings. 

Mr. John Marshman now acfmits fully, that the Committee 
has been right in contending, that the Society possessed 
''property" at Serampore, as well as "premises," by saj- 
** the offer has been made" to the Committee, viz.: "to 
calculate the value of all the property then [1817] ex- 
isting at Serampore besides the premises, and offering it 
to the Society;" and by "all the property,*^ he explains 
himself to mean, '* the punches, library, museum, and the 
value of the stock which had perished by use." Whe- 
ther this description at all comes up to that given by Mr. 
Fuller and the Committee in 1813, in their petition to 
the Legislature, (see Letter II. p. 13.) the reader will ho 
able to decide.* 

I now advert, 4thly, to the withdrawment of the Mission-- 
arise from the Society. 

I need not inform you, that when the Committee entered 
into the arrangement with Mr. John Marshman, October 2, 
1822, (see Letter V. p. 46) especially as they had so promptly 
remitted to Serampore two sums of £1000. each, they had no 
expectation their tranquillity would so soon have been again 
disturbed ; especially as they knew the mind of Dr. Carey 
had been perfectly set at rest. In a letter to Dr. Ryland, 
July 18, 1823, he. thus expresses himself: — "Yon have no 
need, my dear brother, to fear our disannulling the pacilBca- 
tion which has been effected by John Marshman. A long 
and useless, nay hurtful course of warfare with the Society, 
could not be grateful to us. We merely contended for what 
was formerly never disputed, and what our junior brethren, 
as well as we, fully enjoy. The Society has conceded every 
thing we desire^ or can desire ; and I trust the peace now 
estcUflished will be lasting, and will improve into love and 
mutual confidence^* 

• See Review, pp. 18, 10. 
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Another reason, and tbat the most powerful one, why the 
Committee had not anticipated any fresh grounds of dis- 
tarbance, was the perfect satisfaction of Dr. Marshmaa 
bimself. After his son's retarn from England, Dr. M. thas 
expressed his high gratification as to the manner in which he 
bad been treated by the Committee, and on account of the 
Agreement which they bad mutually adopted. He thus writes 
to the Treasurer, Mr. Shaw, Nov. 15, 1824: — 

** The affection manifested by the Committee in generaL and 
by its particular members * * * * has been a cordial to our 
minds of the most refreshing nature. Yet high as is the personal 
enjoyment I derive from the spirit of Christian sympathy thus 
manifested to us by you and our brethren with you in the Com- 
mittee, I acknowledge, that the aspect this mutual union of soul 
between us and them bears on the cause to which twenty-five 
years of the best of my life have been devoted, forms its highest 
enjoyment to me***** I rejoice that such a spirit of 
sincere undissembled affection to us is given by. our brethren at 
home/' 

You will observe carefully, the date of this most friendly 
communication, between the period of his son's negocia- 
tions with the Committee and those of his own inter- 
views with them. You will recollect also, that when he 
wrote this, he was in possession of all the complaining 
letters of Mr. Ward, and was perfectly acquainted with the 
resolutions adopted by the Central Committee of Dec. 31,. 
1819, and with their letter of April 25, 18S1, and, indeed, 
with all those circumstances respecting which he has since 
so piteously and wrathfully complained. You are fully aware 
that no complaints had been published by him respecting the. 
Committee, or any of their measures towards Serampore, 
until after they refused to accede to his proposals in March 
1827. Nothing can be more evident than this, that at the 
time when he wrote to Mr. Shaw, he felt the. most perfect 
satisfaction with " the Committee in general," and even with 
** its particular members." Yea, he and his colleagues then 
rejoiced *' at the union of soul *' between the Committee and 
tbem : and as regards the feelings of delight then experienced 
by Dr. Marshman, he can hardly find expressions sufficiently 
strong to give tbem utterance. And yet within a short time 
from that period, without any thing having been done by 
the Committee to give him offence, excepting their refusal 
to consent to his most unreasonable proposals, he pub- 
lished his "Memoir/' and his "Statement;" and after the 
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8(5 Causes of the withdrawmeni of the Missionaries^ 

lapse of two years since his rettira to India, has sent forth 
his " Rdply to Mr. Dyer's Letter," written in 189(0, repeat- 
ing his most offensive and cruel charges against the Secre- 
tary and the Committee, in a yet more provoking style than 
even in his former pamphlets. It is, therefore, most manifest, 
that Dr. Marshman is lamentably deficient in honesty and in- 
tegrity, or he Would not have brought forward such grounds 
of complaint against the Committee for what they had done 
in 1819-20, when he had, in November 1824, declared, that 
it "formed the highest enjoyment" of his life, that ** such a 
spirit of sincere and undissembled affection to us is given by 
our brethren at home ! " Is it not wonderful that a con- 
sciousness of the manner in which he had written to Mr. 
Shaw, did not prevent him from getting up, as it is evidently 
an after-thottght, the criminations and aspersions with which 
he has calumniated the Committee? Is it not yet more 
Wonderful, that you and your associates, knowing all this, 
should say, that, in fact, all that has occurred at ^ampore; 
has only tended to increase towards the Missionaries and 
their labours, your esteem and affection? 

In addition to these declarations of Drs. Carey and Marsb- 
man, Mr. John Marshman himself says, in 1825:-*''-The 
Society, deemed it adviseable to make these differences the 
subject of private and amicable adjustment; which has hap- 
pily been accomplished, and a harmonious co-operation again 
established between the Society at home and the Serampore 
Missionaries.^^* 

The immediate causes of the wiilidrawment of the Mis- 
sionaries ftom the Society, which you, as well as myself, 
witnessed (as we were present on the several days of ''most 
stnxious deliberation," on the part of the Committee, if 
possible, to prevent the separation,) I copy from the Annual 
Report of the Society for the year^827. 

'^ But as every proposal made by the Committee was declined 
by Dr. Marshman upon grounds which he declared to be impe- 
rative, they were constrained to yield to a separation, which their 
present convictions with Dr. M., convinced them had been 
actually made, and which it was manifestly determined to 
maintain. 

^^ In admitting the conviction that it had become expedient 
for the Society and the Serampore brethren henceforth to act 
altogether separately, the Committee were fully aware, of the 

* Reply to the attack of Mr. Backingham on the Serampore Missionaries, 
page*. 
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QQfayotirable impression which might be prodnoed, and deeply 
sympathized in the painful feelings which the event might occa- 
sion ; but they also felt that they could not consistently cbntiiiae 
to vote the funds with which they were entrusted, to a body 
asserting entire ind^pendence-r'U?ho tpould still appeal to the 
public by a sepantte agency-^^hose demands were continucdly 
Tising-^-^md for the support of stations to be governed by the 
irrespofnsible council of a college.** 

It will be seen' that Dr. Marsbman, in commenting npon 
this statement in the Annual Report^ does not complain of 
any inaccuracy, but in the main confirms it. He says:— - 
"When he met the Committee, therefore, had any sum 
whatever been granted to the Serampore brethren as a token 
of the Committee's co-operation with them, and of the inte- 
rest they felt in their conducting their missionary operations 
as they had done for so many years, it would have been 
accepted and acknowledged in their [Serampore] Periodical 
Accounts with the most perfect cordiality." ♦ 

It was really astonishing to meet with such an instance of 
disingenuousness as was at first manifested by Dr. Marshman 
in refusing to acknowledge it, when the question was proposed 
to him in the Committee, — " Whether the Missionaries at 
Serampore considered themselves to be a distinct and sepa- 
rate Society r' It would have saved an inexpressible degree 
of anxiety and trouble, of labour and money, could they 
have known what Mr. John Marshman has now admit- 
ted. Speaking of 1817, ten years before this formal 
separation, he says of the three senior Missionaries, ** Their 
object in separating from the Society was deliverance from a 
yoke which threatened to be intolerable, and not the mean and 
petty, idea of resuming a control over property of such insig- 
nificant valueJ^ Certainly, most insignificant in the eyes of 
a gentleman used to eastern magnificence ; but to us, poor 
Europeans, several thousand pounds, is never mentioned as 
" property of insignificant value !" ^ . 

Ts^e the following supposed case as an illustration of 
the conduct of the Missionaries : — In a certain city in North 
Britain, there exists a College of Physicians. Having heard 
of multitudes of their fellow-creatures in the province of 
Orissa, in Bengal, who suffered great bodily miseries in 
consequence of their pilgrimages to the temple of Jug- 
gernaut, they resolved, about thirty years ago, to send 
some persons tliither for the purpose of dispensing medicines 

• Brief Memoir relative to tbe Serampore Missionaries, p. 75. 
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grataitoasly among tbem, snited to heal their maladies, and 
to preserve their lives. The Council of the College, there- 
fore, selected three men, eminent in medical science (whom, 
for the sake of distinction, I shall name Barnabtis, Peter^ and 
James,) and proposed to them that they should go to Orissa, 
and spend their lives in ameliorating the bodily diseases of 
the wretched inhabitants ; engaging, at the same time, to 
pay all the espences of their outfit, voyage, &c. &c. and to 
guarantee them the necessary support of themselves and 
families. On these conditions, the three medical practitioners 
engaged in the employment of the College ; and accordingly 
went to Orissa, fixing their residence near the famous temple 
of the Indian Moloch, where their services were so much 
needed. In order, however, to exercise their profession to 
the best possible advantage, these three medical practitioners' 
purchased, on behalf of the College, three houses : one to be 
used as a store for medicinal herbs, roots, &c. &c. ; this was 
inhabited by Barnabas — the second to be the laboratory, 
employed for chemical preparations ; this was occapied by 
Peter — the third was ntted up for a warehouse, or shop, 
where the patients were to be received, and the medicines, 
beyond what were required for their use, to be sold ; this 
shop was entrusted to the management of James. The 
pecuniary profits arising from these various branches of this 
medical establishment, it was mutually agreed by the partners, 
were to be appropriated to the relief of the perishing inhabi- 
tants, and on no account to be applied to the individual advan- 
tage either of Barnabas, Peter, or James. The houses in 
which the business was conducted having been purchased with 
money sent from the Council of the College and from the 
profits of the retailed drugs, the partners, invested them in 
trust for the use of the College, to perpetuate their benevo- 
lent objects after their deaths. • * 
After some years, very considerable property ** in lands 
and moveables," had been realized from the remittances 
which had been made from the College and from the profits 
of the business, amounting to many thousand pounds; a 
case occurred which led the Council, who had been fre- 
quently informed by their agents (especially by Peter and 
James,) that all this property belonged to the College, td 
enquire how it was secured to the College, and suggested a 
plan for that purpose. This caused great ofience to the 
agents, who seized the opportunity to become indepen- 
dent, and to dissolve the connexion in which they 
had formerly stood to the College, and to resolve that the 
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partMrsbip should henoeforth cease; so that though fhey 
would in future use all the buildings, apparatus, &c, 8cc. 
distinctly from the College, still they should devote Uie 
profits of the trade to the gratuitous dispensing of medicines 
among the poor. The College Council protested against the 
medical practitioners for haying divested them of the property 
in question, yet agreed that they should be considered as 
at liberty to manage the funds arising from the sale of medi- 
cines distinctly from the College, and apply them to the use 
of the diseased inhabitants* 

This measure adopted by the Council, in order to promote 
a reconciliation between tbem and their former agents, was 
construed by the latter, to mean, that their right to possess 
the ** immense property," and to conduct all the affairs of 
the business without any further connexion with the College, 
had been recognized by the Council ; and, therefore, recom- 
menced business on the premises with the valuable appa- 
ratus, &c. which still belonged to the Council, and with an 
annual revenue, arising from the business, of several thousand 
pounds. 

It was not long after this, that a young man, whom I shall 
name John Mark (a near relation to one of the partners) was 
received into the business, and who, at the des^th of James, 
succeeded to the. conducting of the shop, took possession of 
all the fittings-up, stock in trade, book debts, &c. &c., and 
thus, at a very early period of life, J. M. found himself in a 
profitable concern worth several thousands a year, agreeing, 
indeed, in connexion with bis colleagues, to distribute drugs 
gratuitously to. the diseased as his predecessor had done, but 
refusing to be responsible to any for the amount of those 
contributions, or as to the persons on whom he had bestowed 
them ; so that, in fact, this medipal concern ceased to be em- 
ployed as the property of the public, nor were its conductors 
nnder its control. 

The injustice of this conduct was condemned generally by 
the Council ; but it so happened, that one, a resident in the 
city, who had formerly belonged to it, took so entirely a 
different view of the case, as actually to become the advocate 
of the medical practitioners, and the opponent of the College. 
He even ventured to designate the disapprobation expressed 
by the Council as proofs they had been '* beguiled by un- 
founded and distorted representations;" and asserted, that 
** so far from his having been beguiled even into any sus- 
picion " of the agents having done any thing amiss," " in fact, 
ail that had occurred, had tended to increase his esteem and 
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affection for them, and more endear those all-important 
undertakings/' as to- their dispensing medicines among the 
diseased and the dying inhabitants of Orissa. 

Sappose the case I have thns described were to be referred, 
to three repntable merchants for their arbitration » and that 
the following questions were left to their decision ? 

1. From the circumstances which attended the origination 
of the medical establishment in Orissa, had the College of 
Physicians at E. ever any rights of property in it? 

2. Did the College in 1812, when the Counoil conceded 
that all the future profits of tiie trade should be left to the 
management of the three partners, to be devoted to the 
dispensing of medicines, surrender its claims to what they 
always considered to be its property for puMic purposes ? 

3. Has the conduct of the three partners in denying to 
the College the right over such property, and in declaring 
themselves to be entirely unconnected with the College, been 

what you consider honourable and correct? 

j 

SujBTer me to ask you, whether this be not a correct repre« 
sentation of the conduct pursued by the senior Missionaries 
towards the Society ; and to appeal to you, if such^ had been 
the conduct of agents who had been entrusted by a mer- 
cantile house to establish a business on their account, 
whether it would not have been denounced at the Ex- 
change as a most unprincipled and nefiirious proceeding? 
But will yon then employ your ministerial influence to justify 
in religious men, what, if yon were a merchant, you would 
condemn as unjust in men of the world ? It appears to me, 
that you, and those who co-operate with you, are Inost unac- 
countably infatuated as to the line of conduct which you are 
pursuing :— ** Ye can dkcem the face of the sky, and of the 
earth ; but how is it that ye do not discern this time ? Yea, 
and WHY EVBN op Y0URS£LVBS JUDGE YB NOT WHAT 
is RIGHT? 
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LETTER X. 



Recommendation to Mr. Anderson that he should endeavour 
to induce the Missionaries at Serampore to return to their 
first principles. 

My Dbak Brother^ 

Yoa will, I hope, excuse me, if I charge you 
wroDg^ally ; but my impression is, that you have not in this 
unhappy contention, by which ** chief friends have been sepa- 
rated," aspired after the honour of becoming ** a healer of 
the breaches, a restorer of paths to dwell inJ^ On -the 
contrary, by your sending into circulation, throughout the 
United Empire, the most provoking and offensive pamphlets 
of Dr. Marshman and his son, with their accompaniments, 
you have indeed been adding fuel to the flame, and doing all 
in your power to extend and perpetuate the desolations of 
war ! Do you not, in the name of your co-adjutors in this 
unlovely and humiliating conflict, declare, that ** no consi* 
deration upon earth must divert your attention" from the 
support of "the men at Serampore," as a distinct Mis- 
sionary Society?"* Ton appear> indeed, to have raised a 
banner, on which is written the warlike motto,'" Flore AT 
Serampore !" You do not, I have observed, indicate the 
least feeling ^f regret at the ravages which you may possibly 
ttiake by disturbing the peace of our churches, and distressing 
the minds of those who are ***the quiet in the land,*' the humble 
graying christians, who, ** while some are crying one thing and 
some another," " are confused," and know not what to think. 
And while yon are steadily advancing, you thus harangue your 
bush-fighting " companions : " t — ** As for the Appeal from 

* See Extract, Letter I. p. 2. 

t Thi^ allusion refers to the awmymoui manner in which Mr. Anderson, 
and his brethren, hare chosen to defend the Serampore Missionaries : not any 
of them having put their name to what has been written, in their support and 
vindication, One of these sharp-shooters has, in the ** World *' newsptwer of 
February 21, used his double-barrelled rifle, from behind a masked bat- 
tery, to fire a full charge of vituperation and calumny, with the- intent to 
assassinate Mr. Dyer; but the invaluable ^Secretary, having been provi- 
dsntially covered with the impenetrable coat of !» good conscience, and a 
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Serampore,^ my fellow-soldiers, which is ''jost arrived, it 
only requires to be read. It is not merely a call, clear and 
nnambig^ous, to greater exertion; bat it involves one of 
those great and providential tests employed to find oat them 
who ham a mind to work ! ^ Fight on my faithful hand of 
brothers, reckless of consequences as to the distracting our 
churches and disgracing the denomination, "no conside- 
ration upon earth must divert our attention" from getting 
money ; " can we easily supply all that is wanted, and as 
easily continue to do so ? Then those out^stations are to be 
maintained — those wells in the desert not to be dried up !" 

You pronounce dogmatically, " As for the Appeal from 
Serampdre, it only requires to be read ;" and you conclude 
infallibly, that it '' involves one of those great providential 
tests sometimes employed to find out those who have a mind 
to work" I have before me a copy of this Appeal, printed 
at Serampore, dated Jane 22, and bearing the autograph 
signatures of W. Carey, J. Marshman, John Mack, and John 
C Marshman. This was sent to one of our respectable pastors 
in the country, and after mentioning the names of persons to 
receive subscriptions and donations, it says :<— " Any friend 
of the mission may be supplied with full and regular intelli- 
gence of its [the Serampore Mission's] progress and affairs 
by applying to the Rev. Christopher Anderson, Edinburgh,'' 
&c. &c. 

Bear with me if I tell you my feelings while reading the 
following paragraphs : — 

^^ We press it upon our friends, that we are now distressed, 
not because of our incompetence to undertake new efforts, but 
our inability to continue our present expenditure,** 

^^ It has been said that we are rich. Were we so^ we should 
send forth no such appeal as the present. We are really poor: 
and nothing but our poverty compels us to call for help. The 
only members of the Mission wKo have it in their power to con- 
blameless life, (his every-day coat) has been mercifully preserved from falling 
by the base attack, nor has an impression even been made either upon his 
conscience or character. 

Blush, dastard, blush ! if native meanness vile. 
Will give thee leave 1 — ^Thou wilt not^— can'st not blush I 
We blush on thy behalf, and while we blame — 
Despise thee. 

May we not hope that this " army of the aliens ** will change their mode of 
warfare, and . in future meet us in the open field : no longer firing from an 
ambush to take off our principal ofiicers i Let them shew us their faccM^ 
and "quit themselves like m«fi ! " 
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tribute to its fuDds, are Dr. Carey, Dr. Marshmaiiy and Mr. J. C. 
Marshman. They do contribute to the utmost of their ability; 
but it has pleased God greatly to curtail that ability The Bri- 
tish Government have just abolished the professorships in the 
College of Fort William ; and Dr. Carey, being reduced to a pen- 
sion, has suffered a loss of 500 Rupees per mensem. He will, 
therefore, not be able hereafter to contribute more than 300 
Rupees monthly to the funds of the Mission. Dr. Marshman's 
very heavy expenditure during his long and. important visit to 
Europe — ^no part of which he allows to be defrayed from the con- 
tributions to the Mission — ^prevents his having much now at his 
disposal ; and, indeed, the schools under the care of himself and 
Mrs. Marshman have so much declined in his absence, as greatly 
to abridge his resources, independently of his late extraordinary 
expences. He has no prospect of being able to do more than 
Dr. Carey. Mr. J. C. Marshman, in conducting the Printing- 
office and the Paper Mill, is overburdened by obligations con- 
tracted in the erection of the College, and in carrying on the 
Mission when we were without support from Europe; and he 
cannot, at present at least, without sinking just so much in debt, 
exceed the contributions of his senior colleagues. We have thus 
at our disposal 900 Rupees monthly, the proceeds of our own 
labour.'' 

When, according to your suggestion, I read: — " We are 
really poor .'" I thought, this surely, cannot apply to them indi- 
vidually. . Did not the Serampore brethren in 1817, resolve 
to lay by a tenih of their respective incomes, and admitting 
that this was only £150. per year each, is not this far be- 
yond what any Baptist Minister at home has saved ; besides, 
though Dr. Carey's income is reduced, he has still left him a 
government annuity of £600. ! And if Dr. Marshman's school 
produces any thing like, or but half what it did in 1812, the 
income must be enough one should think to keep them as a 
family above poverty ! As to Mr. J. Marshman, the profits 
of the printing concern might have doubtless led some folka 
to say, that hb, at least, **i» rich I '^ I then concluded 
it must refer to them collectively, as members of the Seram- 

Sore mission. I recollecte.d what Mr. Ward said, of tho 
erampore station having /' an annual mission revenue of six 
thousand pounds,*'* has it since that time materially declined? 
' But admitting, I thought it was only half that sum, what can 
this ** Serampore Union" mean by putting forth such 9l piteous 
. appeal, declaring, *' Were we not so, WB should send forth 
no such appeal as the present" 

Well,* I then thought, what are the missionary objects for 
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.<vhtcb they ^r^ ip suefa.distressipg peooniary waott and I 
rwag glad to find the following statement:— 

** in the department of Translation and Printings the Sacred 
.Scriptures hold, of course,, the chief place: yet Religious Tracts, 
and books of elementary christian instruction, are of no small 
moment; for even the brethren of this Mission are unprovided 
.for tlie effective prosecution pf their work, unless we have at all 
times supplies of Tracts in Bengalee, Assamese, Burmese, Hin- 
,dee^ Oordoo, Punjabee, Nepalee, Persian, and various other dia- 
lects. In the translation <md printing of the sacred Scriptures, 
we do not at present require much assistance ; for, in fact, the 
liberal contributions of the public have accumulated upon us, 
chiefly because our necessities in other respects have required, 
that the press should be greatly occupied in work that would 
produce pecuniary aid for the Mission. For the publication of 
Christian Tracts and books, we do need assistance ! but, for the 
reason just mentioned, unless it were accompanied by corres- 
ponding assistance in other departments of the Mission, it would 
be almost nugatory. We have always been accustomed, accord- 
ing to our ability, to supply any Missionary, and indeed any 
Christian friend, with tracts for distribution ; but even were we 
to limit our issues to our own Missionaries, much less than 100,000 
copies would not be a sufficient yearly supply for our stations. 
The cost of such a supply would be about 4365 Rupees, or 
£420/' 

I then read about the ** department of education,'^ and first 
as to Serampore College, and recollected that according to 
Mr. Ward's statement, (given page 49) more than 10 students, 
whether native Christian youths or Indo-Britons, were pro- 
vided for by the dividends arising from the funds which he 
collected in England and America; and besides, that the 
Society stood pledged to supply any exti*a sum which at any 
time might be required for native missionary students being 
members of Christian churches. I read too, that the 
** Benevolent Institution*' in Calcutta, and the '• Native 
Boy's Schools," and the ** Native Fetnale Schools,' were 
fully provided for. I found then, by reading over the 
Appeal again, that twelve '' out-stations/' or as you cadi 
them, '* wells in the desert," were all the objects (in addition 
to £420. for religious Tracts) which required assistance. 
I was very glad to read what you say in a note: — ** If 
the sum mentioned for Treuits be added, still the whole 
will amount to no more than 22,480 rupees, or about £2,248. 
annually." Well, I read on, and foand that notwithstanding 
the members of the *• Serampore Union " say, " Wb are 
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really poor f* Yel after all they could afford, "sayld,80i|> 
mpees annaally, or £1,080. sterling/' I foand then, that all 
which was wanted from British Christians was, an annual 
sam of £1L63. ; and t really came to yoar conclosion on one 
sobject, viz. that " we can easily supply what is wanted/* 
and if it were necessary and proper, could "as easily 
continue to do so 1" so that I became pretty easy as to your 
.concluding sentence: ''Then these out-stations are to be 
maintained— -those wells of the desert not to foe dried up/' 
Oh,^ no» there is no danger of that at all. 

I need not surely remind yott« that the Committee, again aad 
again, oflbred to take the whole charges of tiiiese very stations 
upon the funds of the Society, notwithstanding they, at the 
same time, were under the painAil necessity of borrowing 
thousands to meet their own engagements. Why then, keep 
up a separate agency in England for missionary objects in 
India ? Is it not to secure the direction to Messrs. J. Marsh- 
man and J. Mack, after the decease of their senior colleagues^ 
which is the only object to be accomplished by all your 
labours ? 

And now having ** read the Appeal," which you say 
"is all that is necessary,^' and having stated honestly the 
impressions it has made upon my mind, I will take the liberty 
of making an Appeal to you and your co-adjutors, who 
have engaged to stand by the Serampore Union, and collect 
money for them in Britain and Ireland. I have no. doubt 
but the reputation you and your helpers possess with 
the Christian public, is quite equal to your raising £1163. 
annually, in addition to all the expences of printing, ad- 
vertising, travelling, salaries, &c. ; but then is it . wise 
thus to employ your inOuence when the end to be gained 
is so trifling, and the mischiefs of causing strifes and 
divisions in families and churches, so very many and great? 
Surely, brethren, when you soberly consider this matter, 
your " mind to work,'* will lead you to advise your Serampore 
friends to give up the stations to the Committee, thus will 
all your present exertions be rendered unnecessary : you 
may save all your time and money, and the public peace be 
no longer disturbed. 

I do not blame you, my dear brother, for the following 
illiberal invective ; and I hope you will signify your dis- 
pleasure against " your subalterns of the London Association/' 
as you know that *' the wrath of man worketh not the right- 
eousness of God;" and also how those are designated by 
the wise man, who throw about " fire brands, arrows, and 
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death ! " It is contabied in a <' Postscript " to the <' Appeal/' 
dated " % Jeffrey Square^ Si. Mary Axe, London, Dec. 25. 
1830/' and wriiteD, I suppose, by the Rev. George Gibbs^ 
Secretary to the London Association ! " 

"Notwithstanding" the effm^ta that have been made to destroy 
the confidence of the pvMtc in the wisdom and integrity of these 
Fathers of the Indian Mission, and to wither the fruits of their 
past labours, by diverting the streams of public benevolence into 
other channels ; yet the friends of the Serampore Mission, still 
cherish the pleasing hope, that^ when the heat of party conten- 
tion has subsided, the public mind will acquire that equanimity 
which will enable it to deliberate with coolness, and to decide 
with impartiahty on the merits of thescf great and good men. 
This expectation derives additional strength from the very satis- 
factory statements contained in the masterly review which has 
just appeared from the pen of Mr. J. C. Marshman, in justification 
of the conduct of his venerable colleagues, which has already 
begun to effect a considerable revolution in the opinion of the 
public, and will, we doubt not, in proportion as it is calmly con- 
sidered, lead to a decision highly honourable to the character of 
the Serampore Missionaries, as men of wisdom and integrity, and 
every way worthy of the confidence and support of all who love 
the cause of the Redeemer." * 

They then add, with beautiful consistency, and inimitable 
simplicity,'--' 

" In sending forth this appeal, the members of the London As- 
sociation would not be considered as casting any reflections upon 
those who, from mistaken views and partial concepticms, have 
endeavmired to depreciate the excellericy of the Seraiwpore Mis- 
sion: nor indeed is it their desire to stir^ up a feeling of rivalry 
towards any other institution of a similar nature ; but to seek 
to promote in the spirit of peace and love, the prosperity of a 
.cause which recommends itself to the patronage of the Christian, 
both by the magnitude and the importance of the object it em- 
braces." 

On reading the importunate entreaties of the pathetic 
Appeal made by the Serampore Missionaries, and re- 
niembering how frequently I had heard similar appli- 
ca,tion8, 1 was irresistibly reminded of the apothegms of 
Solomon: — " The horse leach hath two ' daughters, crying, 
,GIVE, givb! There are three things that are never 
satisfied, yea pour things say noty it ts enough T* The 
Christian public, I am persuaded, are little aware, what 

* Proverbs xxx. 1ft. 
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a large nm of money has been tranunitted from ibis countiy 
to Serampore,. since they have kept a separate account at 
their bankers, from the 5th of July, 1817, till the date of 
their Appbal, the 22d pf June, 1830, in addition to wh.i4 
yoa speak of as " subscriptions received in face of all these 
proceiedings/' and those acknowledged as " several liberal 
donations from friends in India." 

It is not possible to ascertain exactly what proportion of 
the remittances from the Society has been expended by the 
$erampore Missionaries since they separated the fQn4s at 
the banking-house. For the first three years, from September 
1818, as the C!ommittee were ignorant of that separation, 
they sent for ''Serampore and Calcutta, jS 26,508. &s. Id. 
In the next seven years to Serampore abne, in money and 
goods, fqr the translaiions and stations, £16,484, 4s. Ad. ; 
a sum amounting to £41,992. 9s. lid. in tbe period of fen 
years. In addition to this, the Missionaries received in sevsn 
years, from 1818 to |825, from tbe '* British and Foreign 
Bible Society,'' £11,S00», besides a proportion of what y^as 
sent to tbe ''Caloutta Corresponding Committee," of which 
the tbre^ Missionaries were members, £6,303., amoaotihg 
togetb^ to £17,803.: this added to the former amounts, 
make an aggregate total of £59,795. ds. Md,, besides coy^- 
^iderable sams sent them from America ! 

Penqit me most respeotfnlly to ask, whether you have 
calmly coiviider^d tbe personal responsibility which you are 
incurring,^ by collecting money for objects respecting the 
appropriation of which you will not have the requisite infer- 
matioa to give an account? Ton may remember saying to 
9ie in the Committee Room, in 1827, that '' you had no o^ec- 
tioa for the So<oiety to remit money to Serampore withofit 
4#maiuiii^ an accoant of it^ appropriation." Is it your in- 
t^;itloii pow to proceed upon this plan ? So far as I have 
observed, no account has yet been published since Dr. 
Marshman's retuite to lAdia? But depend upon it the 
time will arrive, when it will not be sufficient for your 
treasurer to acknowledge tbe respective sums collected ; per 
for yon to say, aftoiiy»oii«fy,~" The treasurer has remitted 
£1000. to Serampore." Some of your immediate beneyoleint 
oeigbboars are keen observers of missionary accounts, and 
they will say (p^haps isome of your Soutbern friends may 
unite with them) ** Mr. Anderson, yon told us some time 
ago, tbat it was only necessary for us to read the App^l 
from Serampore, so without much thinking about it, we gave 
you our money ; but then we well recollect yon said, it was 

H 
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to maintain some missionary oat-stations in India, whioh the 
Missionaries there could not support witiioat'sach assistance. 
Ton have informed as, tiiat by means of a large condait-pipei 
oar contributions have gone into the reservoir at Serampore ; 
but you have not said any thing about their having flowed 
into the wilderness to supply . ' thoise wells in the deserf/ 
that the poor famishing Hindoo might taste of the refreshing 
waters of life? We intended oar liberality should be a 
sapply for thbir need, and we now call upon yon to say faoW^ 
it has beeto appropriated, so as to prevent * those wells in 
the desert from being dried up !'" You must certainly cal- 
culate upon the contributors who entrust their money to your 
care^ saying, " Give an account of thy stewardship !" And 
will you be prepared to do so ? Would yoa now publish the 
ma[nner in which your trust has already been fulfilled ? Would 
you like for all to know how much has been expended in 
printing the two obnoxious pamphlets which have been so 
largely distributed among our churches ? the large sums which 
you have expended in newspaper advertisements ; in printing 
copies of the "Appeal,"' &c. &c. ; for postages, &c. &c. ? 
But these e^pences must be stated ^riodically, or yon 
cannot expect you will ** continue to supply the wells in 
the desert!" ••The children of this world" may cdmdiend 
•* an unjust steward," because he has been wise enough 
to make hay while the sun shone ; but ••the children of light " 
wiH say, •• It is required in stewards that a man be found 
faithful!" A man of the world, a superior, governed by 
worldly maxims, may commend the selfish craftiness even of 
a dishonest servant ; but our Lord Jesus Christ requires 
faithfulness as an indispensable qualification for places of 
trust,^ as to the correct management of pecuniary matters on 
behalf of others ! • •' And if ye have not been FAITHFUL in 
that which is another man's^ who shall give you that which is 
your own ?" I do not, I can assure you, entertain the least 
suspicion as to your faithfulness ; but I have more than a 
suspicion in regard to your present engagement as' to' your 
prudence. ••A prudent man foreseeth the evil; and hideth' 
himself," &c. •^A good man," not only ••sheweth favour 
and lendetb," but •* he will manage his affairs with rfw- 
cretionV You will find^ however, that for the fands 
committed by others to your trust for a specific purpose,* 
that it will be required not only that you ••ie faithful," 
but that you be '* found faithful;" or you will have the 
character of " having not been faithful in that which is 
another maris i'^ and thus you will not have the reputation to 
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wliich yoar integrity entitles yon, becanse you will not»be 
able.to/;roi;6 yoar faithfulness according to the jna^t require- 
ments of those who have cpnfided in yon both, for integrity 
and wisdom. If my vision does not deceive me, 1 see 
plainly, that the sword is .coming upon you; and I should 
not have been a faithful watchman had I not blown the 
.trumpet and given you warning: so that whether you regard 
my advice to give up your present application for money to 
aid irresponsible Missionaries, or whether you still persevere, 
I have delivered my soul ! 

It is with no design either to offend you or to praise 
myself, that I remind you of a printed letter, bearing my 
.signature, sent to you at Edinburgh a few weeks, before 
the Annual Meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society, in 
1828. I sent a copy of it also to several of the ministers 
^n Scotland and England who ranked among the chief friends 
S>f Dr. Marshman, and. one to be perused by himself just 
before he left England. In that letter I proposed that at- 
,tempts should be made. while Dr. Marshman was hereto bring 
about a pacification, and suggested the principles which 
might be considered the basis for a reconciliation. No 
notice having been taken of that communication either by you 
.or Dr. Marshman, or his friends, and from the strong oppo- 
sition to m^ publishing it made by some members of the Com- 
mittee, I very reluctantly withdrew it from the Baptist Maga- 
zine, for which It had been set up in type. 

But ar6 there ''no considerations'' which will prevail with 
you now to unite with me. in "following after the things 
which make for peace." Will not the " consideration" that 
it is a divine command influence your mind, — " Seek 
peace and pursue it ? " Ought not the fatal influence which 
thjjs unhappy contention has upon the unity of the denomi- 
nation,' to be a " consideration^" with you to regard our 
Lord's command-:— f Hay e peace one with apother;" and 
to .tremble at Paul's declaration, " For if ye bite and devour 
one another, take heed lest ye be destroyed one of another." 
I lament that you, instead of "seeking the good of Jerusa- 
lem," should have invoked the demon of discord, and blown 
the flames of dissension, and scattered the ashes of strife. > Is 
not this to say to *' the bramble^ come thou and reign over 
us?" But if this prickly branch rule us, instead of "the 
Branch" which sprtmg from the root of David, we shall still 
have plenty of " wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores." 
Has not " fire already come out of the bramble and destroyed 
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the cedars of Lebanon ?"* *' Shall the sword deyoor for 
ever? Knowest tfaon not that it will be bitterness in the 
latter end?"^ Alas! the bitter lamentations when the 
prophet wept for Israel, are applicable to the present state of 
our denomination : ^* And Jire is gone out of a rod of it^ 
hranches wMch hath devoured her fruit. - This is a /aol^nfa* 
tion, and SHAhh BB for a lamentation."): 

Suffer me to call up to your recollection an inspired 
maxim. ** Wisdom is better than weapons of war.** I will 
quote Solomon's beantifnl illustration* of this axiom, by which 
he shews the superior utility of wisdom to warlike weapons ! 
** This wisdom have I also seen under the sun, andii seemed great 
unto me: There was a little city, and few men within it; and 
there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built 
great bulwarks (ufainst it. Now there was found in it a poor 
wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city : yet M 
man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, wisdom 
is better than strength ; nevertheless the poor man*S wisdom is 
despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise 
men are heard in quiet, more than the cry of him that ruleth 
amon^ fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but 
one sinner destroyetk much good.**^ 

I have no taste for what is called allegorizing of the scrip*- 
ttires; but 1 consider it wise to apply its principles- to 
passing events and existing circumstances. I observe, then, 
from this similitude :-* 

I. That the Baptist Denomination, when united, was 
but as ** a little city, and few men within it." 

II. That its present afBicted situation^ with the perils 
that surround it, is as if a great king had *' beseiged it, and 
built great bulwarks against it." 

III. That instead of pursuing warlike measures, it will 
be the part of troe wisdom, if we wish the city to be delivered, 
to employ all our influence to obtain peace. 

I could have pursued the analogy still further,' but I for- 
bear. Surely if the apostle Paul was now living, he would 
again say, " / speak to your shame. Is ii so, that there is 
not a wise man among you ? no, not one that shall be able to 
Judge between his brethren? Know ye not that we shaU judge 
anoels? how much more things that pertain to this life ? "|| 

Now, my dear brother, I most earnestly entreat you to em- 

• Jadges ix. 14, 15. f 8 Sam. il. 26. t Kiek. xlx. 14. 

§ Eccles. ix. IS— 18. || 1 Cor. vl. 8, 6. 
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filojr the inflaedoe yon ht^v^ at fiterampore^ to brmg uh^mtwrn. 
tionoorable peace. I use th« epitbet honourabk^ becawe 
^ven war, wilii all its attendant evils and ail its prospeetiTe 
oarseS) is to be preferred to a peaoe obtained by a taor 
promise «f jast and righteous principles ; and becaase peace 

troeared at the expence of irtUh, mill not be that obtained 
y the '< wisdom thai comeih from above^" bat by that whioh 
Cometh from beneath. Howerer knadi we may **'love peace,*' 
we most first *' love the truth," ^ or else it cannot be efK^ 
pected oar attempts will be attended with the iilessing of ihe 
God of peace; and, thorefover if aceomplisbed, wHl neither 
be benencial nor lasting. 

Ton will have perceived by the five Desolations of the 
Oommiitee, adopted in conseqaence of the letter from Seram- 
pore of March 87, ISSO^f that ''they aredesiroos.of adoptiiqp 
«ny measwre likely to- promote the«great and saored object of 
mataal agreement ;*' — and that "they never aitertained the 
remotest idea of making any claim •«& behalf of the Seciety 
to the varions articles of stock existing at S^rampore Ut 
MIS." And as to ihe premieee, ^* they repeat what they 
have aniformly stated from the year 1810 to the present day, 
that their only object is to secure them in- the best possible 
'vmy to the purposes contemplated by the pocblic.'^ Now I 
advise yea, for the sake of peace, to recommend it to the Mis» 
eionaries /'to frame and publish some definite arrang^onent 
•which shoald secure to missionary obfects not merely the 
parcels of land mentioned by them, but whatever property 
they have acquired in tbeir missionary character acoording to 
'the tenor of the Form of Agreement of 1806." You know 
t^t Mr. John Marshman in 1822, and Dr. Marshman in 
1826, admitted that the present deeds for securing the 

Cemiees were insufficient ; and now by the offer which they 
ve made, Hiey admit that it is possible they haye been wrong 
<as regards the property: at least some parts of it. If, then, 
you are disposed to become a pacificator, you have ground 
Tor planting your foot en, and encouragement to expect a 
snceessfttl issue to your negooiatioo. If *you can prevail 
with them to make these necessary and just arrangements^ 
4fae difficulties would be removed to an anicable reconciH»- 
tion ; and then, with the only condition of their consenting 
that, after the deaAh of Drs. Carey mid Marshnum, Ae Com- 
mittee shall be consulted as to those yho shall be. their soc- 

• Zcch. vlii. IP. t Sec Appendix L. 



Digitized by 



Google 



11)2 Mr. Anderson requested to he a Pacificator. 

cestors in siaperinteDdiiig the out-stations; a proportion of 
■the fands might be annually remitted to them, on their 
metely consenting to give an accoont of their appropriation. 
-And then youand -your helpers need bo longer exert your- 
'seltes' to collect money for objects which the Society will 
support, and the distraction and disunion in the denomination 
^be entirely terminated. 

. In concluding, may I not confidently appeal to yon iaind to 
every reader, that/ in this unholy war, the Missionaries were 
'the aggressors ; and that the Committee have carefully ab- 
stained from every hostile act in return ? I infer then, that 
the proposal for a reconciliation must come from Serampore, 
'«icfc6m[mnied hy certain acts, restoring things at that station 
'^ to first principles." I am willing to suppose, that the pro- 
-position which they have recently made, to refer matters 
in dispute to arbitration, indicates a disposition to come 
to an amicable arrangement. 

I am perfectly aware it is their own vindication they seek 
hy such a measure, and not the welfare of the Society ! I 
-am also aware, that your conduct, in having published the 
{>amphlets in question, has thrown very considerable impedi- 
tnetits in the way ; still I would recommend you to take themt 
at their word, and let ^' the offer which has been made" be 
•adopted as one of the principles upon which a negociation 
for peace shall be immediately opened. And should your 
"attempts he accompanied by the fervent prayers of all 
iVho cry and sigh on account of these dissensions, that '' the 
Prince of Peace himself may aive us peace alwaySy and by 
allmeans,^' surely it is not too much for you and 1 to expect, 
that we might be spared long enough to see a good under- 
standing restored, between the Committee of the Society 
and the *' Serampore Union." ' I entreat you, therefore, as 
I have no doubt you have sufficient wisdom for the task, to 
undertake. the honourable office of a pacificator, your words 
•'will be heard in quiet," by your Serampore friends ; i[iever 
mind your being overlooked or forgotten, nor even despised 
and reproached, if yon can but deliver the city ? Surely 
you are, or ought to be convinced, that it has been a struggle, 
^n the part of the Committee, not for power or property, 
but for principle. 

And should you undertake, and succeed in the glorious 
work, you by your wisdom' will deliver the city, and this will 
be to be *' greater than he that taketh a citv." How 
pleasing the anticipation ! O, how delightful will you find 
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it, that, while *' one sinner destroyeth mach good,** you .will 
enjoy the . inexpressible satisfaction of preventing nnich 
evil! One of yoar friends has asked, ''What is >to be 
done for Serampore?" I answer, attempt to restore it to 
its former friendship with the Society,, that the brethren at 
home, and those in India, may be co-worl^ers in promoting 
the same glorious cause. He adds, " I believe the present 
juncture is a crisis; and.it may, I think, by the united and 
strenuous efforts of the friends of Serampore, be made a 
favourable crisis." I unite with him in thinking we are 
arrived at a ''crisis;" but not as to the plans which he 
recommends. Let us act as " the friends of the Redeemer," 
united in " propagating the gospel among the heathen," and 
there can be no doubt but ** the God of love and peace will 
he with usT then, ** instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree ; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign 
that mil not be cut ojf!^ — ''And the work of righteousness 
shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance for ^ver." " And my pedple shall dwell in a peace- 
able habitation, and sure dwellings, and quiet resting places ;** 
for " God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in 
all the churches of the saints. 

How desirable it is, that the last end of the senior 
Missionaries should be peace. Nor is this impossible to 
be effected, if it be instantly and suitably set about. " The 
wisdom that cometh down from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy: and 
the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make 
peaceJ^ 

And now in reference to the Baptist Missionary Society, 
which God has been graciously pleased to honour in its 
attempts to promote the extension of the gospel in the 
heathen -world, I most cordially adopt the language and 
breathe the spirit of Amasai to David : — " Thine are we 
David,, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse ; peace, peace unto 
thee, and peace be unto thy helpers ; for thy God helpeth 
theer^ 

I conclude my addresses to you, by repeating one of the 
Beatitudes of our Lord and Master: O that you and I, my 
dear brother, may answer to the character— the blessed^ happy 

* 1 Cbron. xii. 18. 
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ktioa — '' BijBSSEd ars thb pbaojb-majkbrs^ for they 

^HALIi BB CALLRD ,THB CHILPRBM OP 60D." 

I am, " your brother and companion in tribula- 
tion, and in the kingdom and* patience of 
Jesus Christ," 

JOSEPH IVIMEY. 
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A. (page 21.) 

Mr. Wdrd^M Letter^ a copy of which was respeciivehf ad- 
dressed to Dr. Rylana, Wm. Burb, Esq. and Rev. J. 
Ivimey. 

Serampore, March 1 1, W16. 

" W. Carey, Joshua Marshman, and W. Ward, aware of the 
uncertainty of life, and at the same time of the great importance 
and necessity of leaving their joint opinion of the best way of 
providing for the futnre canning on of the Mission Station at 
Serampore, have agreed in the following declaration, the principles 
of which they think are of the last importance for the preservation 
to the cause of God, of those establishments which have been 
formed at Serampore. 

'' Three things seem to be necessary to perpetuate in this Station 
the great facilities already acquired to the evangelizing of India.*— 

** Talents and energy, union, and an unwaverug attachment to 
the plan of devoting the whole proceeds of the united labours of 
the family to the cause of God ; and the great thiop to be 
dreaded are want of talents and energy, disunion and sdfishness* 

" To secure the requisite means of perpetuating an institution, 
which a gracious providence has so signally prospered ; and to 
avokl those evils with which sueh an institution is at all timeis 
threatened by human infirmity, it appears to us, that the following 
dnght to form the integral rules of the institution. 

*' There shall always be at least three individuals, members of 
the church at Serampore, who shall have separate votes in the 
management of all public business, and in the disbursement x>f 
the public money. 

" That those persons cannot foe of the same fiiraily, but that 
one at least shall be whoUy unconnected with the other two, both 
by Mood and marriage ; and that if it should happen (two of the 
three being allied by blood or marriage,) that the other member 
not so allied should die, the other two shall be obliged to elect 
another unallied person from the Society's Missionaries in the 
course of one year ; in failure of doing which, the Society itself 
AhaU supply the deficiency. 
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" That in the first instance each individual elected into the 
Station shall be unanimonsly chosen by the members already com- 
posing the Seraropore Mission Family Station, but that such person 
cannot act nor vote till the choice has been ratified at home by 
the Society. 

*' That all the monies resulting from the entire labours of the 
persons composing the said Family Station, after each person's 
allotted salary has been paid, are devoted to the cause of God 
under the exclusive management of the body united as the Seram- 
pore Mission Family Station. 

** That the produce of each person's labour is, in no degree, 
nor in any instance, at his own disposal to give little, or more ; 
but it is of the very essence of this union, that the whole amount 
of such produce forms a common stock, the dbbursement of 
which is to be applied to the cause of God alone, and fo objects 
similar to those embraced by the Society at home, and that no 
disbursement is legal unless it be voted either impliedly, or special- 
ly, by the majority. 

'* That the property in iands, or moveabks, already acgmredf 
or which may hereafter be acquired, shall be held by th^ Seram- 
pore Mission Family Station, as Trustees to the Society ; that it 
cah never become private property, nor ever be sold, or alienated 
from the Society, except by their own previous consent ; if ev^r 
a sale should take place, it shall, be subject to the final ratification 
of the Society, and not be valid till such ratification has beeQ 
obtained ; and that a legal deed shall, as soon as possible, be 
executed, holding this property of the Society as their trustees ; 
and that it shall be transmitted to the Society to be deposited 
among thfeir papers. 

" That the orphans of our deceased brethren now at Serampore, 
shall, with the approbation of the Society, continue there, and 
receive from the produce of our labours a maintenance and educa- 
tion ; but that in all future cases of thb nature, the will of the 
Society shall be known before the place of their final abode be 
fixed upon. 

*' That the widows or orphans of the persons, who» by their 
labours, have formed the Station at Serampore, or who shall here- 
after be dected there, shall be allowed from the common stock—* 
for each widow, rupees per annum, and for each orphan^ 

rupees per annum. 

*^ All private trade is prohibited. 

"All fees, presents, or legacies, which appear to arise out. of 
the Missionary, or niinisterial character^ and given to an individual 
not as a matter of private friendship, shall go to the public stock. 

*' That the accounts of every department of the Station shall 
be regularly read at the appointed times, and a summary published 
annually in the Circular Letter, and also sent to the Society. 

" That no individual Missionary now in India, nor any one in 
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future comiog from the Society, can have any authority in this 
Station ; but we hope that all our brethren will ever meet at 
Serampore with that hospitality, which it becomes brethren to 
show to those engagecLin the same cause, and sent forth by the 
same Society. 

«* We hope that the family will always derive their supplies from 
one common table, as that which under God will be a grand 
Bueans of preserving the union, and that public spirit by which 
the whole produce of its labours is devoted to the cause of God. 
This is that in our Mission upon which the glory rests ; this gone, 
Ichabod may be inscribed on all that will remain. 

'* That these ideas shall be laid before the Society for their 
opinion ; and if approved, for their ratification as soon as pos- 
sible;' 



B. (page 23.) 

letter from the Serampore Missionaries to the Sul^Committee 
of the Baptist Missionary Society. 

^ Vbry Dear Brethren, Serampore, Sept. 4, 1817« 

" We have received your last letter through '^our 
reverend brother Ryland ; and as we perceive that the management 
of affairs at home has recently devolved on you, we think it will 
not be improper for us to give you our ideas on certain subjects 
highly important to the welfare of the cause, and a brief account 
4>f the piinciples on which we have acted from the beginning* 

" W« acknowledge that the circumstances in which we first came 
together were so peculiar as to make us overlook certain things 
almost essential to the nature of union* A determination to sacri- 
fice every thing for the cause of God, and a strong delight in each 
other for the sake of this principle, drew us together ; and made 
us almost believe it the indispensable duty of all other brethren 
to unite in the same manner. This idea, however, we found to 
be quite untenable; one, that if insisted on, would be destructive 
to mutual peace, and end in separation^ whatever might follow* 
We saw various brethren, as brethren Chamberlain and Peacock, 
brethren Robinson and Trowt, and even brethren Lawson and 
£. Carey, decline living together, or making common stock, though 
separate houses, &c. would naturally involve far greater expense. 
This, with other things previously observed, convinced us, that 

I 2 
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although grtat advantages result from such a union when mutually 
desired, to insist on it as an indispensable duty, must be fatal to 
peace : and that it would, indeed, be laying a yoke upon brethren 
not commanded by Christ himself. We also saw the absolute 
necessity of leaving a continuance in such union, when formed, 
wholly to the option of each individual ; since were a brother 
obliged, on pain of losing his character in the church of God, to 
continue united with others, whatever disagreement human frailty 
might create between them, no one could venture on such a 
union ; as, respecting its continuance, no one can say what a<lay 
may bring forth. 

• ^'But, though we had not perfectly clear ideas of the principles 
on which alone union must be founded, till led thereto by circum- 
stances, we ever felt convinced that brethren thus united, had an 
exclusive right over the product of their own labour, as applicable 
to the great cause in which they had engaged ; and that their 
devoting it wholly to the cause of God did not place it at the 
disposal of any other man, or body of men on earth ; for who is 
God's vicegerent on earth? As missionaries we merely considered 
ourselves as engaged in the same work with brethren at home, 
who had said, * Go, and actually engage in the work, and we 
will collect funds to support you therein.' We cheerfully came 
forth, and for the expenditure of whatever money we received 
from them, we faithfully accounted to them, that they might be 
aible to give a satisfactory account to the Christian public who had 
entrusted them therewith. 

** But, after surveying the field of labour, our grand concern 
was, in what way we could ease the good friends in.Engbnd of the 
burden of supporting us. We accordingly exerted ourselves, and, 
through the divine blessing, were enabled in a little time, not only 
to support ourselves, but to provide a surplus for the support and 
extension of the cause. But did we imagine that this surplus 
ought to be placed at the disposal of a body of men in Britain 1 
or that the friends who had encouraged us to come forth, pos- 
sessed the right over our persons and labour which is claimed . by 
masters over those whom they had purchased with their money, 
that after frugally supplying our wants with a part, we should 
iiccount the rest their property, and ask their direction respecting 
its application? We never thought so ; — and had we, our ever- 
revered friends were too generous, too just, to have admitted the 
principle. While, therefore, we carefully accounted to them for 
every sum received from them, we gave them no account of the 
product of our labour applicable to the cause; but in purchasing 
premises therewith,— in forming stations and supportinj^ brethren, 
m providing facilities for translating and printing,*— in foanding 
schools, &c. &c. we acted wholly of ourselves, and sought to 
advance the cause of God according to the best of our own judg-> 
fueot, acquainting them constantly with what we had done, not for 
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their ratification, but to strengthen their hands in the same good 
work» and to promote the cause at home. To have demonstrated 
to them the justness of the principle on which wc thus acted, would 
have been almost an insult to their understandings. To them it was 
altogether needless; they beheld it at a glance, and never compelled 
us to exchange a tine with them on the subject. They knew that 
every man, whether a missionary or not, is accountable to God for 
the application of the product of his labour, as well as that of 
every other talent; that if he could apply it to advantage himself, 
it was needless to intrust it to others; and that if he did this, he 
was still accountable to God for their applying it properly, and 
therefore, bound to watch over and controul them in case of mis- 
application. They knew farther, that the union of two or three 
individuals with each other for the better 'application of the pro- 
duct of their labour, could never deprive tnem of the rights they 
possessed by nature. They never intimated any thing to us oa 
the subject therefore, but the highest approbation. 

** On this principle we ourselves also acted towards other brethren, 
while we considered ourselves as agents for the Society. The 
moment a brother exerted himself so as to support even his own 
family, we forbore to make the least inquiry into the amount of 
the application of the product of his labour. Thus we acted 
towards our brethren Moore, Rowe, Chamberlain, and Jabez 
Carey. If they chose to communicate with us on the subject, and 
ask our advice, we gave them the best we were able ; — but if they 
did not, we knew that neither we, nor the Society for which we 
acted, had any right over funds originated neither by us nor by 
them, but by the labour of the individuals. 

'* This principle, indeed, appears to us so clear and so just, that 
we act on it in the case of our Anglo-Asiatic brethren, sent forth, 
and supported by us. The moment any of them supports himaelf, 
we leave him wholly to his own will, in the application of the pro- 
duct of his labour to the cause of God, both as to mode and 
degree. Did we, instead of this, say to him, * As we have sent 
you forth and hitherto supported you, the product of your labour 
is ours, and subject to our direction,' we might, indeed, please 
ourselves with a vain shadow of authority ; but this reducing 
our brethren to^ a state of religious slavery would alienate their 
minds from us, destroy our character, and ultimately ruin the 
cause. 

*' We are not certain, dear brethren, that these ideas do not fully 
coincide with yours ; but your requesting in your seventh resolu- 
tion, * That we will undertake, tn behalf of the Society, the 
direction of the native ministering brethren already under our 
care,' &c. that is, of the brethren whom we support ourselves, has 
created much uneasiness.in our minds lest you should thereby have 
intended to hint, that you have some kind of right over the labour 
of our own hands. If undertaking it ' in behalf of the Society,' 
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be intended to convey no other idea than that of eo-#peraltm with 
the Society at home, — if it be addressed to us as hrethrtn atid 
fMoW'helperi in the cause» possessing^ the same right over the 
fiinds we originate, as yon possess over those intrusted to you, we 
Jieel no objection to the expression or the thing ; for this we have 
constantly done with the utmost diligence and faithfulness* But 
if it be intended to convey any further idea, regard for the welfare 
of the cause, and for our usefulness in the work of God, forbids 
our admitting it even for a moment. Such a claim ovet the labour 
of each other is unknown among Christian brethren ; it is totally 
contrary to the spirit of the gospel, and a violation of the common 
rights of men. No people possess it over the product of their 
minister's labour, no body of men over those they educate and 
send forth, no father possesses it over the labour of his own chil- 
dren when ^of age, nor any society over the funds of an auxiliary 
society distant from them but situated. on the scene of action. 
The Auxiliary Bible Society at Calcutta is in close connection with 
the parent society at home, from whom it has also received con- 
siderable pecuniary assistance ; yet, has the Committee at home 
ever requested them to undertake certain versions in the name of 
the parent society ? They are too wise and too just to do this. 
Had they claimed such an authority over them and their funds, 
they would probably have dissolved the society. Consider also 
their just and generous conduct towards the other auxiliary socie- 
ties in the East, to whom they constantly send supplies of money, 
paper, types, Arc. and even towards those on the Continent of 
£urope, which they so liberally assist. Do they claim a right 
over their funds ? do they insist on all being done in their names t 
Is it then reserved for the Baptist denomination, the greatest 
advocates for religious liberty, to act thus towards brethren to 
whose support they do not contribute in the least degree! 

*' But it is not about empty words that we contend ; the principle 
we oppose, if acted upon, wilt prove ultimately the destruction of 
the cause. Wha^ has it not already effected in Ceylon ? yet there 
the question was not about the product of labour, but respecting 
mone^ actually received from the Society. A yonng brother, 
deemmg this still the Society's property, orders a horse purchased 
therewith, to be taken out of brother Chater*s stable without hia 
permission. Brother Chater, indignant at this act of violence, 
sends a peace ofBcer to bring the horse back, as though stolen ; 
and thus the cause in Ceylon is covered with lasting disgrace. Let 
the same principle be recognized in Bengal, and the door is open 
lor the ruin of the cause here, the moment any brother yon have 
sent out feels it desirable to claim as the Society's property any 
thing another brother possesses. 

'*Such, then, is the effect of the principle of deeming the salaries 
paid by you to your missionaries still the Society's property, with 
every thing purchased therewith. But let the Society, like the 
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Superior General of the Jesuits, claim as their proffettj every thing 
ardginated by the labour of any brother connected with them^ and 
as there will be unspeakably more to excite cupidity, we may 
expect that cupidity under the mask of religious brotherhood and 
care for the Society, will be excited ; and hence may be ei^pected 
a sufficient harvest of distrust, disunion, injustice, rapine, a)id 
plunder, ending in the extinction of every exertion for the advance- 
ment of the cause itself in India in our denomination. 
. ** Nor is it from unauthoriied aggression alone (as in the case of 
brother Griffiths,) that this dreadful harvest may be expected. 
If the Society at home hae claims of this nature, it can transfer 
them to others on the spot ; and at pleasure authorize any one to 
enter upon and possess property which the Society calls its own. 
Wliat a field is here open for misrepresentation and intrigue at 
bome on the one hand, and inquietude, distrust, and distress 
abroad on the other, when those who claim a right to every thing 
a person possesses, or has originated by his labour, and who are, 
of course, the arbiters of his domestic comfort and his public use- 
fulness, live at so great a distance from him. Such claims, if 
acted upon, (which ought to be done if they be just,) would soon 
sender religion odious in the eyes of all men of probity, and the 
missionary name an execration here, as they have already done at 
Ceylon. 

''You have only to bring this case home to yourselves, beloved 
brethren, in order to feel its injustice. Let any one of you who 
is a pastor, suppose that the church he serves still claim as 
tbeir property the salaried they have paid him in any number of 
years, with whatever he may have purchased therewith, though it 
be the dwelling in which he and his family reside ; which claims 
any deacon or member might, with a little management, urge in 
behalf of 4he church whenever he felt a desire to possesss any 
tbing his pastor has, though it were his dwelling itself. What 
would become of your peace as oft as you considered the caprice 
and frailty of inen ? ' Could you, with this prospect before you, 
be at ease in such a connexion % 

• ** This, however, falls far below the real state of the case. 
Suppose any one of you, while discharging the duties of Pastor to 
al church gratuUouely, were by extraordinary exertion in business 
to realize a thousand pounds sterling annually, which, after frugally 
supporting bb family, he devoted whoUj^ to promoting the cause of 
God around, in supporting schools, itinerant preachers, &c. &c. 
Now suppose this church, or certain members in its behalf, say 
deacons, or even an assistant minister, a colleague, were to say : 
< Our minister, though not supported by us, is still ours, and his 
business and the product of his labour are ours, seeing they 
are devoted to G(m1, in whose cause we are engaged. Nothing 
of it is his own, not even the house in which he dweHs and 
Q6iiducts his business, though purchased by the product of 
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hi9 own Ubour* We have a right to the whole, aeeiog he hai^ 
devoted it to Ood« which we will eaercise, aod give him m 
partner in his bosiness^ even without hie coosent. If he does not 
approve of our interference, let him leave his house and husisessr 
which are ours, and go with his family where he likes/ Whether 
any good man could continue to live in connexion with such a 
church, we leave you to judge. We are ready to think, that if 
the planting of the gospel around him depended on the continuance 
of his efforts, a wise and good man would say, * Brethren, though 
I lo¥e you from the heart, and desire ever to co-operate with yo» 
in promoting the cause of Grod, yet if my connexion with you must 
be the destruction of my peace, and ultimately of all my exertions 
in the cause of God, it is better for us quietly to dusoWe it, and 
go on separately, serving the cause of God with all our might, 
without being a hinderance to each other.' We forbear to enlarge ;. 
enough has been said to evince fully the flagrant ii^ustice and the 
dejstructive copsequences of this principle, in opposing which, 
our regard for the cause of God in India will ever constrain u» 
immovably to persevere. 

\* Your informing us that our tliree younger brethren have writ-^ 
ten to you respecting a provision for their Widows and Orphansr 
has turned our attention to the case of our own, for whom we 
have hitherto neglected to care in the least degree. If, however, 
it be right for brethren thus to care who are just entering into 
life, it cannot be altogether wrong for those who have spent the 
best of their days in serving the cause of God. That you would 
willingly extend the same support to ours that you have so gene* 
rously promised theirs, we have no doubt ; but we very seriously 
doubt whether.it would, be wiotf or even right, for us to throw, 
sqch a burden of obligation upon you. Tm extent of this will 
not appear, unless you consider what the expense would really be. 
In case of death the sum you will have to advance to the family of 
a missionary in Calcutta or one of the islands, before you can send 
special, directions from home, will generally.be from 14 to 18 
months' salary, which at 220 rupees monthly, (£330. annually,) 
will not fall greatly, short of £500. sterlings After directions 
arrive^ if the family'remain in India, a sum much below 160 rupees 
monthly can scarcely be allowed to a family hitherto in the receipt 
of 220 ; which sum, if met by a fund for the purpose, will be the 
interest of 22,500 rupees (£2,812. 1Q«.) at eight ^per cent. the. 
highest interest now obtainable ; and of 80,000. rupees (^d,7&60 
at six, the interest now given by Government. If the family, be. 
removed to England it will be less, how much you can l>e8t say ;. 
but the passage for a family, with the outfit, may possibly cost 
from 3 to 4000 rupees ; and if at home they should be allowed 
^100. annually, this, at five per cent., .will be the interest of 
^2,000. ; and if allowed more, of a, still greaterfium ; so th3t our. 
leaving you to provide for one of our families, would, in one case» 
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fe<jtuire the principal or interest of nearly £3000 ; in the other of 
something more. Now, whether our thus lading on you a burden 
of jC3000. would appear to you wise or kind, we cannot say ; but 
our minds so revoJtfrom the idea of thus adding to the burdens 
of tbis kind which must devolve on you» that we are certain we 
shall never think of doing it. 

** We are aware^ too, that were we thus to a^t, our families 
must fall heavier on you than those of the brethren whom you 
support ; as, in^heir case, although your effective strength would 
be diminished, yoa would not be under the necessity of enlarging 
your funds to meet the expense of their families, but in ours you 
must raiee this additional sum,, if your funds were insufficient ;--^ 
atad you Would have this to do, when the failure of our inconres, 
which being personal must drop with us, would necessarily throw on 
you increased mianonary expenses. We should, therefdre, clearly 
leave you a legacy of ineffective debt, and of unfulfilled obligatioir; 
thai might cause, not only those brethren who had risen up in the 
Committee, ' and knew not Joseph,' but our ^kindest friends, to 
say in the distress fallen on them through this new burden, * How 
unwise this in our brethren to devolve on us the distress of col- 
lecting to support their widows and orphans ! How much better 
would it have been for them to have set aside a small part of 
their own incomes, as a provision for their widows and orphans, and 
to have given the rest to the cause of God, than to have left on 
us this additional burden, at a time when their death increases the 
missionary calls on us I Had they done less, we could with ease 
have met the remaining missionary calls ; but how can we now 
duly ifieet the claims which their long services may make their 
families think they have on us ? Their ill judged self-denial apd 
liberality, have left us in worse circumstances than any other so* 
ciety.' — ^This prospect makes our hearts almost sink within u^ r 
we cannot bear the distant thought of thus proving eventually a 
burden to those whom we love. Yet were we to die to-morrow 
such would be the case. When all obligations are discharged, we 
have at this moment scarcely any thing left. To support the cause 
we have exerted ourselves almost beyond our strength, and in a 
climate which drinks up the spirits, we have laid on ourselves 
labours which few constitutions could sustain in Britain. — We 
have denied ourselves to all recreation, and the hours which others 
after the labours of the day, devote to social intercourse with their 
families, we have given to extra labour or to peculiar studies.— We 
have lived at one common table, and subjected the regimen of our 
iamiHes to each other's will, that we might devote the expense of 
separate establishments .to that cause to which we have for ever 
devoted ourselves. — ^We have in fact robbed our own families, de- 
priving them of all right in property purchased by the labour of 
their parents, tu secure it to the cause of God ; and have further 
taught such of our childreu as ckpse to remain under this regimen. 
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to labpUT Uke ourieWes for |he cause of God, and miogling the 
product of their labour with that of our own, we have devoted it 
to the cause of religion, instead of settling them in life therewith. 
Yet were we now taken away by death, our families must be 
turned out on the charity of the public ; and, indeed, almost with- 
out a sinele rupee, had not their parents husbanded the little they 
possessed before they joined the mission, with the same rigid 
economy they have exercised over the product of their labours for 
the public ; and this sum, after eighteen years accumulation of 
interest in India, is not equal to four monika product of that 
labour they are in the habit of devoting constantly to the cause 
of God* Notwithstanding all this, it has still been said by s<Hne 
sent out to help us, that we hawe been accumulating pfivmU for^ 
tunu. 

'' On a view of the whole of the foregoing circumstances, we 
are convinced that the welfare of the cause, and possibly its exis- 
tence in India, require us to lay down, in the clearest and most 
decided manner, those principles which, from an enlarged view of 
all the circumstances connected with the cause, appear to us con« 
sonant with equity and righteousness, aad with the spirit of the 
gospel, and which alone can afford a prospect of permanent union, 
and of eminent usefulness to the cause of God. It wiU assist us 
herein if we ascend to first principles, particularly as applicable 
to brethren who support themselves by their own labour* 

General Principhe. 

'M. Every man is, by the law of God and of nature, master of 
his own person and property. 

** 2. It is the duty of every Christian to devote bis person and 
property to God and his cause. 

** 3. Every Christian is at full liberty to devote himself to the 
work of planting the gospel in heathen countries; and every one 
sent forth to that work by any man, or body of men, is a Mis- 
sionary. 

** 4. All such, whether self-devoted to the work of God, or 
sent forth by others, have still a right to dispose of the product of 
their personal labour and property in that way which they think 
most likely to promote the cause of God. 

'* 6. If two or more brethren, as above described, choose to 
unite for the sake of carrying forward the work of God, they 
surrender a certain portion of their rights to each other, and to 
each other only, by uniting to form 'd joint stock sacred to the cause 
of God. 

Principles of Union. 

** 1. The union between two or more brethren must be their own 
voluntary act, and they are at liberty to withdraw from each other 
whenever they deem it proper. 
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'* 2. This union may be maiotained either by establisliing a 
common table, or by each person's supporting hb distinct house- 
hold, at the option of the parties. 

** 3. The right of admitting members, as well as of managing 
all business connected with the union, belongs exclusively to the 
brethren thus united. 

'* 4. The disposal and application of the joint stock, whether 
formed by the product of labour, or by donation to the cause of 
God, belong exclusively to the brethren who have originated the 
£rst, and been entrusted by the public with the last. 

** 5. The disposal of all property thus acquired, of whatever 
kind it be, must be the joint act of the brethren thus united. 

'* Having thus recognized those principles on which alone we 
think, union can be founded, and which we have ever implicitly 
beld, and being convinced from experience that the cause of God 
in India will be more effectually promoted by our continuing 
united, than by our devoting the produi't of our labour to the 
cause of God separately, we have soleipnly renewed our union 
with each other, with the view of forming from the product of 
pur labour, and of managing to the best advantage, a Joint Stock, 
which shall be sacred to the cause of God, and applicable thereto 
at the will of the brethren united, in every way that may appear 
conducive to the planting of the Gospel in India. This we have 
done under the following general articles. 



** General Articles of Agreement between the Brethren united at 

Serampore, 

*' I. The joint- stock sacred to the cause^ in addition to what- 
ever donations may be made to us as brethren united to promote 
the cause of Grod, shall include the net income received from all 
our labour, whether obtained in our proper callings, or by the nse 
of the pen, after the wants of our families, and the calls of filial 
and parental piety, of pity and humanity shall have been satisfied. 

** 2. Beside supporting our families, it is the indispensable 
duty of brethren who poasese the meane^ to make provision for 
the support of their own widows and orphans, that tbev be not 
left a burden on the Christian public. It is also their duty, for 
the same reason, to supply the wants of their aged or destitute 
relativesj and occasionally to meet, in a prudent and discreet man- 
ner, private calls of pity, humanity, and charity; all of which 
private calls delicacy requires that a man should be able to meet 
without consulting a public body. 

. " 3. To leave the provision for our widows and orphans as a 
future debt on the joint stock, the annual expenditure of which 
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should in general nearly equal the income, would be highly im- 
prudent, when the stroke which creates the widow and the orphao 
may also materially lessen the income itself. To form a provision 
for the future widow and orphan therefore, as well as to meet the 
wants of aged or destitute relatives, and the calls of pity and 
humanity, we agree that each brother shall regularly deduct a 
tenth of the net product of his labour to form a fund in his own 
hands for these purposes. — And as the labour of every brother 
may not be ostensibly productive of income, though no less valu- 
able to the union, as the management of accounts, the superinten- 
dence of i^ative schools, &c. the other brethren shall, in this case, 
duly appreciate the value of such brother*s labour to the union, 
with a view to his drawing the tenth, as applicable to the purposes 
already mentioned. 

V 4. While this tenth will, we trust, be nearly adequate to its ob- 
ject, when deducted from an early period in life, we are conscidua 
that at our age this cannot be expected, since full two-thjrds of tbia 
future provision for our widows and children has already gone into 
the cause of God. Unwilling, however, to make a greater deduc- 
tion from our labour than a tenth, we solemnly covenant with each 
•ther, that if death, or an extraordinary pressure of relative calls, 
or any other unavoidable calls, should fender (his provision for 
the widow and the orphan inadequate, the deficiency shall be made 
up monthly from the joint-stock, to the full amount of the sum 
received by the wives and children of the surviving brethren. — 
And that they may have no sorrow added to that of losing their 
guide and parent, such widow and orphans shall continue to reside, 
rent free, on the premises occupied by the brethren, aod endeared 
to themselves by a thousand tender recollections, unless they 
themselves prefer a different arrangement. 

*' 6. Although this union (by principle 2nd.) might be con- 
tinued though each person exercised the right he possesses by 
nature, of supporting bis family according to his own judgment, 
and devoting the eurplue of bis labour thereto ; yet, deemifig it 
most conducive to mutual happiness, we agree to draw monthly 
from the joint-stock for the support of our families, an equal sum, 
according to the number of persons in each family, with which to 
form either a common or separate tables, as shall best suit ouc 
own convenience. This sum to be constantly settled by mutual 
agreement. 

" 6. Should circumstances hereafter lead any brother to con- 
sider it hb duty to withdraw, and promote the cause of God 
separately, or render this the wfsh of the other brethren; after 
due consultation with his brethren he shall be at liberty peaceably 
to do this, without any prejudice to his particular calling, on 
terms to be settled by the brethren on the basis of natural equity, 
respecting what he has originated of the joint-stock. 
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. ** 1.. Sinbe union, to deserve the name, mast be completely 
Tolyntary, every new member must be admitted by the unanimous 
consent of the brethren already uniied, and under a written cove- 
nant to be signed by the brother so chosen and ratified by those 
ajready composing the union. 

*' Such then are the principles, beloved brethren, on which we, 
regarding them as just, liberal, consonant with the liberty of the 
gospel, and highly conducive to the promotion of the cause of 
God, have pledged ourselves anew to each other and to the cause 
on which our hearts are fixed ; into which union we of course 
stand ready lo admit any brother who appears to us a suitable 
bdper, and who shall bring thereto unfeigned love to those already 
united, and a determination to devote his whole soul to the pro- 
motion of the great objects of the ui^ion, whether sent out by you 
or raised up by. God in this.country. But for any man or body 
of men o»n earth to interfere, so as to compel us to receive a person 
we do not deem a suitable helper, or to forbid our unitiug with any 
on^ we esteem, such, we should deem not only an infringement of 
all the liberty we have in Christ Jesiis, but a flagrant violation of 
our rights as men. 

«< We now come to your enquiries respecting the premises on 
vhich we live. They do not form one estate ; but are four dif- 
ferent parcels of ground, which we purchased at as many different 
limes, and of four' different owners. The first was purchased in 
February 1809, for ^£750. These we paid for partly with the 
private property belonging to ourselves (all of which was ex- 
pended therein^) partly with money we. had of the Society's, and 
. partly from a loan of jC500. which, we borrowed of a friend to 
enable us to put the premises into a state of repair, and repaid 
in about, two years from the product of our labour. ^The second 
parcel we purchased in October 1801, for j£|,290. payment of 
which suoa was made at three different times ; the first being the 
heaviest, we borrowed for this purpose, among others, of our 
good old friend Capt. Wickes, who lent us all he could spare from 
the profits of his voyage till he should return again to India.^— 
The third parcel we purchased in 1805, for the sum of j£l,776« 
for which we paid as before at different times, out of the product 
of our own l^our. — The fourth we purchased in June 1814,^ for 
jS375. paying the money down from our own funds; Thus you. 
see that the premises were actually purchased with money arising 
from our owu labour ; we had, indeed, to struggle nearly nine 
years with tlie debts we contracted in purchasing the three first 
parcels. We purchased them, however, with an express view to 
the missionr at Serampore ; and to distinguish them for ever from • 
private property, belonging even to ourselves, we for the two first 
parcels openly declared ourselves Trustees for the Society in the 
Periodical Accounts. But we did this with the full design of 
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applying theni to the Mission at Serampore, that we might thereby 
carry into effect the great object for which the Society itself was 
instituted^— and not with the most distant view of placing them at 
the disposal of any Committee in England. 

** We now beg leave to state our opinion relative to the nature 
of funds raised for missionary purposes, and the power of control 
over them; It is well known that it was from the beginning our 
opinion^ that a mission to any country should not depend for sup- 
port on any society at home, but should, if possible, ariginaie its 
cwHJfunde. This is the principle,, indeed, since acted upon by 
the Bible Society and all its auxiliary branches in foreign coun- 
tries ; for, though the object is one, that of spreading through the 
earth the knowledge of the Scriptures, and the societies themselves 
form one great whole, the funds originate from different sources, 
independently of each other ; the Parent Society in Britain never 
okiming the least right over the funds of the societies on . the 
Continent, — ^in America,*-*in Ceylon, — at Bombay, or that at Cal- 
cutta, contenting itself with occasionally sending them supplies, 
and rejoicing in their prosperity. It is on this principle that we 
have acted from the beginning. Convinced that without this the 
gospel could never be permanently planted in India, we on set- 
tling at Serampore, seeing no hope of an auxiliary missionary 
society, determined to raise and wisely apply to the cause what- 
ever we were able ourselves^ esteeming it far more our duty to 
care for our perishing neighbours than the duty of any society or 
Committee in England. Respecting the success with which God 
was pleased to bless our endeavours, even in the first five years^ 
the foUowing extract from vol. iii. page 24, of the Periodical 
Accounts must suffice, as our accounts prior to 1805, were either 
lost or consumed at the time of the fire. * The expenses attend-' 
ing the * purchase of large premises at Serampore ; building 
psemises at Cutwa, and beginmng business there ; — the translating 
and printing expenses also of these large heavy works ; — of free 
adioob, &c. added to so large a family ; all this God has provided 
for, comparatively with a small proportion of help from England; 
for our whole expenditure has not been less than £13,000. and 
we have had from England in money, goods, &c. not more than 
£6,740, 178. Gd. during the five years that we have been at Seram- 
pore** You see then, beloved brethren, that even in the first five 
years, we ourselves were enabled to apply to the mission in India 
a sum nearly equal to that which vou sent out, in addition to the 
price of the two first parcels of the premises then purchased, 
£3,040. 10s. 

. *^ Thus far, then, we were enabled to realize our wish. The 
next six years will exhibit this fact still more cleariy. In this pe- 
riod the amount in cash, goods, drafts, &c. of money received 
from England, stand as follows: — 
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1606» Received in the whole, . . . £17734 ' 

1606. Ditto 2,634 

1807. Ditto 1,443 

1808. Ditto 739 

1809 and 1810. IMtto 4,630 

£11,170 



'' Of this sum £5,620. was for the translations, and was, of 
coarse, faithfully applied to that object. The remainder was for 
the (Mission, jf 6,650. sterling, or Sicca Rupees 44,400. It will 
be proper to show how this sum was expended, which will appear 
from the following account of money expended for the Society, on 
account of the other brethren and sisters in India, in which you 
will perceive that the sums mentioned as expended hy each family 
are much below the lowest sums now expended annually with your 
approbation ; the smallest of which for a brother and sister with 
one child at present amounts to Sa. Rs. 1680, exclusive of alt 
extraordinaries ; and the highest (those at Sicca Rupees 220 
monthly,) to Sicca Rupees 2680. 

1806. Expenditure of Messrs. Moore, Rowe, Biss, Mar- 
don, Chamberlain, and F. Carey, with their families, S. Rs. 7,200 

1806. Expenditure of the above six brethren, together 
with that of Messrs. Chater and Robinson, from September, 9,600 

Voyage of brother Biss and family to America, • . 4,000 

1807* Expenditure of the above seven Missionaries with 
their families, including voyages to' and from Rangoon^ 
journeys to Cutwa, Bootan, &c. &c. • • . • 13,220 

1808. Expenditure of eight Missionaries and their fami- 
lies, with that of various journies, • • • • • 14,622 

1809. Expenditure of the eight Missionaries and their 
families, with the extra expences at the variotts stations of 
Rangoon, Cutwa, Goamalty, Miniary, Sadamahl, and Banki- 

pore ; journies, &c. . • • • • • • 19,351 

1810. Ditto, ditto 19,067 

Sicca Rupees 87,060 

Furnished by the Society to the European brethren, (see 
the preceding paragraph) •••••• 44,400 

Furnished by us, . . . . • . • 42,660 

** From this sketch you can. easily see how your funds were ap-* 
plied in these six years ; and that instead of a shilling of them 
being spent by us, we, in addition to supporting ourselves and our 
Anglo- Asiatic and native brethren, and to meeting a variety of ex- 
penses which still stand on our books, had to furnish a sum toward 
the support of the other brethren nearly equal to that sent out 
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from Ell jijbind. . To this time we had added the fiinds received 
from the Committee at home to our own. Feeling delicate how- 
erer at the idea of exercising that control over funds we did not 
originate and the brethren ;supported by them, that we felt we bad 
a right to exercise .over .those we . originated ourselves, we now 
separated the funds received from England from our own, and 
have ever since kept them totally distinct, applying the former 
4olely to European brethren, atid ouf own to the su(>port of our- 
sejves aadour Asiatic bre^ren, to. every extraordinary expense 
attending the 'Mission, and. to ms^ing up all deficiency in the 
ih the Society'^ fynds relative to the\£uropean brethren. 
', . *^roin this time the expences of the various European stations, 
already between two and three thousand pounds annually, con- 
tinued regularly increasing, till they amounted to nearly four 
thousand pounds. It would be easy to enter into minute details 
respecting thei^: but it will prevent all possibility of mistake if 
we take the sum sent out to us in the whole of the Twelve years, 
/r9m 1804 to 1816, and compare it with the lowest possible sum 
spent. This can be done with perfect ea^e. If you turn to the 
Periodical Accounts, vou will find that all the sums mentioned 
there as cc^lected for the Mission, from 1799 to th^ last year given 
in No. xxviii,* (and more than aO we presume could not have been 
sent lis. in any form,) amount to g(B4d,724..^8(arling, and that of this 
fomewhat above Twenty-one Thousand pounds have been speai 
at home, in voyages to India, &c. &c. and somewhat more than 
Twenty ^4n»r Tkousand paunde sterling sent to us to be applied to 
the Misjuon here, from which if we deduct the jS5740. sent in the 

&iit ^ve years, the sum received from you and expended in the 
ission in the last IwefyehjBLS been somewhat more than Eighteen 
Tk^mfid p0unds. ^ Now if we estimate the expences of tfa« 
£or0pf^fa brethneo with their families, together with the^^' tjiyages 
and outfit, their jouruies, and all other extraordinary ^^j^e^pes, at 
ot%'T^o Thousand Seven Hundred pounds annually, for these 
twelve years past, which il far below the truth, we shall find that 
above Thirty^-two Thousand pounds have been disbursed on their 
account ; and that we have applied to their support, not only 
fhll that you have aent out for this purpose, but more than the 
ivhole of the Ten Thousavd pounds so generously subscribed by 
the public to repair our lass by the fire. So that our own sup- 
]^tg that of all our Asiatic brethren, the purchase of the premises 
at Serampore. at OutHK^^ at Rangoon, at Digah, at Molenvliet ; 
the expense of all repairs and additions at Serampore ; the pur- 
chase of an the printing' stock, (for every item of which we have 
«Nni|>ulously paid you ;) 'of the paper mill, and every thbg else 

' '^ l%e Mater part ^o( the fands sent iis since the publishing of No. xxviii. 
were "we wtttve m band at the b^inning of tbe year. 
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titere, have been provided completely indepeodent of you and the 
€un4s entrusted to your care/* 

** There is however another item which ought to be taken int« 
the account. You have had an application made yau res* 
pectiog Widows and Orphans. Now although we have scarcely 
ever mentioned it to you, we have had to meet the wants of four 
widowed ^isters, and to feed, dothe, and educate thirteen either 
fatherless or motherless Missionary children* all of which expense 
propierly t>clo.ngs to ypu. Estimate all these then at the rate, of 
only three families as already considered, and you will see that 
thia espense» had we not borne i^ must have absorbed nearly 
one third of all the funds for missions which you have sent out to 
India. Do you ask then what sum we have applied to the cause 
in India these last twelve years? On this head we have always felt 
delicate in speaking, but the funds we have originated in these 
last twelve years have certainly exceeded Fifty Thousi^nd pounds 
sterling, from which we* hiive taken for ourselves barely sufficiently 
for food and clothing. Do you ask respecting things at present } 
We tell you frankly, that while the sum you have to ap||ly annually 
OU: t(ie^contiqent of India amounts to about Ooie Thou^njd Seven 
Hundred pounds sterling, and that in the islands to pearly Two 
Thousand ; the sum we have in various ways to apply to the 
p.tanUng of the Gospel in India, of which not a farthing is received 
from you, Amounts to little Jess than Ten Thousand pounds ster^^ 
ling,, a sum greater perhaps than is expended on tHe continent of 
jlndia in planting .the gospel by all the missionary societies now in 
iexisteuce. ^Can you doubt then who have the mission in India 
most at heart ? Can it be supposed in the nature of things that It 
is dearer to ^ay man on earth than to us, who in addition to so 
many years of labour have originated full two-thirds of the funda 
expended therein from the beginning ? 

'* But beloved brethren, if ^ese things be so, whence this desire 
of .domination over us, and our funds, and the premises we have 
4Mrigioated with so much labor for the sake of the mission in India? 
.What have we done to deserve this either of you or of the public 
ia Britain? On what shadow of a xightdo you thus claim dominion 
•qrer us? Let us examine a matter of such importance cooljy and 
Jtboronghly. ^ By nature Christian brethren have no dominion over 
jeach odier, and there is nothing against which the Gospel speaks 
4nore decidedly. How theo can two brethren's engaging to spread 
4his gospel giv^ one a right of dominion over another ? It is a dut^ 
imperative on both, and not the uionopoly of one into which the 
^ther must not intrude without becoming his servant for ever. 
* But one brother supports another.' Be it so. If Paul receive 
support from Barnabas,' let him be under his direction relative 
Ao the work; yet even then if Paul feel rightly, he will not 
engage therein as a hireling, but as one who deems the work big 
x)wn» and /eels grateful that another brother enables him to devote 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 Letter from Serampare, Sepiemi^r 4, 1817. 

hiibseir more fiilly thereto, than he conM wifhoiit thus recemng 
support : Day further, if Barnabas collect this money of otheiP 
christian brethren, Paul will most cheerfully jifivc him an account 
of Its expenditure and of what he himself does, that Barnabas 
may shew to all the brethren that their liberality has not been ta-* 
trusted to him in Vwn. But when Paul ceases to receive support 
from Barnabas, even this shadow of dominion vanishes ; they are 
both equal in the work again. Hence though Paul laboured with 
his hands at Corinth so ^s to minister to his own wants, and tht 
necessities of those who were with him, did he place the product 
of bis labor at the disposal of the church at Antioch, who had 
fcent him forth ? or at the disposal of Peter, or James, or the other 
Apostles at Jerusalem, to whom the work of planting the gospel 
was committed by Chtist himself? He quietly distributed it as 
ap^ared best to himself, without the least fear that by thus sup- 
porting his fellow missionaries, he was setting up an imperium tn 
imperio. Nor do we read that John, or James, or Peter, ever 
expressed any anxiety to have the oneness of the mission pre- 
served by this being done : they were quite satisfied that one gospd 
and one Sariour were preached. In our opinion^ indeed, had 
Peter urged any such claims to domination, Paul would not have 
Ijven place by subjection, even for an hour, that be might preserve 
Christian liberty inviolate to all. This we apprehend will eanly 
solve the question 3 if a brother receive no support from another, 
how can be be under his dominion 1 Is it not a principle of the 
law of nature, that dominion, without power to comoel obedience 
Is completely nugatory ? Such a brother may be unoer obligations 
Vo another, tor which he ought to be grateful ; but in thcirork of 
the gospel how can they be but/e//otc; helpers, as were James and 
iJohn, Peter and Paul, Barnabas and ApoUosI But by what mys- 
terious spell or charm a Christian brother, who unites with others 
%o spread the gospel, becomes instantly ikeir property^ so as to 
give them for ever that right over the product of his labour, which 
-a father never possesses over that of his adult sons, nor in a free 
country any one over the labour of another, we confess Hve have 
|yet to learn.—* But yon have given yourselves and all you have np 
^wholly to God.' What then, beloved brethren ; are you God? or 
Ills vicegerents on eai'th, that you claim what is his? It is God's> 
but in «i^ose hands is the application of it to his cause? We pre^ 
%ume in our own, as toe alone are accountable to -God for its "dub 
application.-*— * But you have placed all at the disposal of the 
Society's Committee.' Never, beloved brethren ; never a single 
Arthing.* We have contributed to the cause and the mission in 
India all we were able as they have done ; yea a far greater aam 

* While we added our fnnds to those received from home, and inoladed them 
in one accoi^Dt, we dUpoudqfthe whole ; and it was from a feeling of delicacy 
on fbis head that we separated the fluids thus diiferently originated. ^ 
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tban has been sent from England : but at the disposal of a Com- 
mittee in England we have never placed a farthing;. Can you 
form a shadow of *a reason why we should ? Are they better able 
to apply It to the mission In India than we who are on the spot 1 
Why then the repeated request that we would undertake the ap- 

ClicaCion of their funds? Who employs agents to do that which 
e can do far better himself? When did our contributions to the 
Society appear in their annual accounts ? But how came they to 
be omitted year after year if we did contribute them ? The fact 
is, we never even told th^ Coromitte what we applied annually to 
the Mission in India. Some vague idea got abroad after a few 
years. But in truth after the separation of the two funds, we 
pever sent any account at all to the Committee of the sums ap- 
plied by ourselves to the Mission, or how they were applied. If 
a contributor, however, |^ce only a guinea at the disposal of the 
Committee, he mentions the sum. 

" But- beloved brethren, are you aware what would follow were 
you to account us contributors to your funds 1 You must be well 
acquainted with the fact, that in all Missionary and Bible Societies 
Control originates wholly in Contribution, and is ever com- 
mensurate therewith ; control indeed follows contribution, as the 
shadow the substance* If a man wishes to apply money to mis- 
sionary purposes, and has neither the leisure nor the opportunity 
of thus applying it himself, he from year to year intrusts it to 
another, and impowers him to apply' it faithfully in his name and 
behalf ; and the missionary supported thereby, is in the same 
degree dependent on those thus impowered to control the expendi- 
ture of these funds. Such and such alone b the foundation of 
missionary control and missionary dependence. Contribution 
originates the whole ; take this away and it vanishes in a moment. 
Why was it thought necessary to select members of the Committee 
from the west of England ? from the north ? from the midland 
parts ? but because there were contributors there who deemed this 
their right ? Why after this go to Scotland for members ? Con- 
tributions come from thence, now could they be neglected ? Wh^jr 
even to Wales ? It was not deemed equitable to neglect eyen Wales^ 
for its contributions, however smaU, were not to be despised. 
And are these who originate two-thirds of the funds excluded from 
all suffrage ? and this by the contributors of the other third t 
Where is justice then? Where is equity ? 'But you are Mis- 
aiooaries.' What then ? Do we on that account cease to be men Z 
to be free agents 1 Are we home-born slaves because we are 
Mbsionaries? If these consequences follow, forget for ever that 
we are Missionaries, and regard us merely as Contributors of Funds. 
If you claim our funds then, can you deny us the common right 
of suffrage relative to the Committee who are to manage them ? 
Qut if this be- allowed us, where must the control of the whole 
Mission centre ? In the contributors of one-third of its funds? Let 
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reason --let the common laws of society speak ; if control origin- 
nates in contribution^ would it not centre in India wbe^e the greater 
parts of the fund's are raised? Where you then to deem us con- 
tributors to your funds, would one of your own acts be valid 1 
yea, would you be a Committee at all ? By whom appointed ? By 
those who contribute the smaller muiety of the funds of the Mis* 
sion ? But how long: have the contributors of the smaller part, 
possessed a right of cbnVeying a power of control over the whole? 
And if they possess it, how much more do the contributors of the 
greater part possess the same? The contributors in England are 
incapable of conveying a poweir of control beyond their own funlds^ 
as you yourselves have acknowledged by requesting members from 
Scotland and even from Wales. You must then be a Committee 
for the control of about one-third of the funds, that is, of the 
funds distinct from ours, or no Committee at all? — Were you to 
say, ' You formerly placed your funds at the disposal of Fuller, 
Sutcliff and Ryland ; we should reply, that this is not fact, and 
that it would be nothing to the purpose if it were. It is a fact 
that the contributors in Eugland did with the utmost cheerfulness 
pl^ce their funds at the disposal of these great and excellent men. 
But did you succeed thereto without a new and personal election ? 
Do not the contributors in England resutne their power every 
year? Did their electing you to control the funds last year, give 
you a right over them this year? Have not the contributors in 
India then the sanve right? ' Had we elected these excellent men 
to the management of our funds in all our concerns, still would it 
follow that we have elected you ? Beloved brethren, do not be 
displeased : it musf be evident to yourselves, that we have never 
committed to you the management of the funds originated by usl 
It is hot from a spirit of trifling, that we mention this ; it is some- 
times necesssary to recur to the first principles of righteousness. 
What does mere nuriiber avail relative to contribution or control ? 
If all the funds in Britain were origiuated by three individuals, 
who like us possessing leisure aind opportunity, preferred managing 
these funds themselves for the good of the cause, to delegating 
this power to a Committee, would they not act by a right superior 
to that by which their delegates must have acted ? Of iht'Jitness 
of those who originate funds to manage them to advantage, we 
would say nothing; we know our own unfitness beyond any on^ 
else. But one fact We may mention with thankfulness ; in the 
tnanagement of the various Translations, of Schools, and of Mis- 
isionary Stations for so great a number of years, we have neveir had 
occasion to make a speech to each other of three minutes length. 
" While however in strict justice your existence as a Committee 
legally appointed, is suspended on your being a body independent 
of us, and on our being of course equally independent of you, we 
cannot but feel that a degree of domination has been attempted 
towards U0, that threatens all the enjoyments of private life, and 
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the destruction of i^ll our means of-|)ublic usefulness. We caiuiQt 
pelieve that this, in its consequences, was ever in your contempla- 
tion ; but these are not on that account the less certain, nor is it 
therefore the less necessary that the possibility of their occu ring 
should be instantly and eifectually prevented. The power claimed 
t>y yoii, (we are persuaded unwittingly,) is a power that sciircely 
any human being has over another ; it involves a power over qur 
callings, by which we originate funds, — over our domestic com- 
fort, — over the support of our numerous families, and even over 
pur conlinuance in the vei^ dwellings in which we reside, though 
the product of our own labour.— This attempt is made too when 
bur e'yes are becoming dim, and our natural force abating, in re- 
turn for our having, in addition to missionary labours that have 
known no bounds but our natural strength, originated the greater 
part of the funds expended in India from the beginning. Why, 
beloved brethren, claim the power of sending at pleasure into, our 
family and our little committee, without our request or consent. 
Coadjutors who must share our most important counsels, though it 
be to the complete annihilation of our domestic peace and our 
public usefulness ? You might with far greater safety claim the 
power of sending us without our request or consent, partners ibr 
life, and insist on our marrying them whatever were our own feel- 
ings. Wives are by the law of *God and man commanded to.be 
in subjection to their own husbands ; but what woiild. follow were 
we even to hint such an idea to authorized co-adjutors sent out by 
^ou 1, Do you plead your superior ability in selection as the ground 
pf this invasion of natural right? Ah I brethren, we see more of 
ia young brother sent out to us with your commission in his pocket 
in six months, then you would see in six years. ,But those coadju- 
tors, whatever they may he, must share all our counsels, — must 
unite in ihe labours of our callings, — must be left after our decease 
to nourish our widows and orphans,, or turn them out on the 
charity of the public, as shall seem good in their eyes. , Surely 
l>rethreu, such a power as this over others ought not to be lodged 
in the hands of any body of men on earth. ' [ 

*' But what shall we say to the request made us to put into the 
hands of a majority of trustees in England the premises on which 
we reside ? The spirit of this request it is impossible not to per- 
ceive, and we have been kept from withdrawing at once to other 
piremises where we could have conducted all.our business in per- 
fect security, almost wholly by the view of. the ruinous conse- 
quences of such a step to you and the cause at home. What, 
and are brethren who, without the least intimation from their 
colleagues in England, realized these premises by their own labour, 
and barring their own children from them, devoted them for ever 
to the mission at Serampore, unworthy of being intrusted with 
them ? Is it unsafe to leave premises of the cost price of Four 
thousand pounds, in the bands of persons intrusted by the public 
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in India with a sum far exceeding that amount annually^ and who 
themselves add annually thereto a still greater sum? To wave the 
injustice of it, where could be the delicacy of a new Committee's 
flaying to those who have for so many years furnished the greater 
part of the funds expended in the Mission ; ' It is no longer safe 
to intrust you with four thosand pounds' worth of property; give 
it up to us ?' Or of compelling us to ask wliy one depository of 
funds is less worthy of trust than anotherf— Reflect, * beloved 
brethren, on the import of this request. Are we then no longer 
Worthy of being intrusted with property of the cost price of Four 
Thousand pounds ? Then the cause in India is completely ruined^ 
which depends so much on the disinterestedness of the persons 
thus suspected. — Think of its effect on the minds of others. Had 
you admitted into your own bosoms so ungenerous a thought, why 
destroy our character in India by proclaiming to the public here, 
Who intrust us in our individual names with more of their liberality 
thati they place at the disposal of any one Society in India, ' You 
Inay do as you like; as for us, we are unwilling to trust them any 
longer with property of the cost price of Four Thousand pounds^ 
though originated by themselves for the mission in India.' 

** But why this unkind suspicion? Is it for the sake of our 
families, think you, that we are thus about to recal our own gift to 
the Redeemer's cause ? How then came we wholly to neglect them 
to this moment, when in our own labour we so amply possess the 
means of providing for them ? And if we are now so*degenerated» 
why after neglecting them wholly for so many years, did we con- 
tent ourselves with setting apart a tenth of our labour as a present 
Supply for destitute relatives, and a future provision for our widows 
and orphans 1 At forty-eight, the age of the youngest of us, are 
we certain we shall live to see this produce enough for one of our 
orphans ? Why then did we not set apart h'<^^^ ^^^ & certain time, 
or devote the whole of our labour to this object for two yeart^ 
after having neglected them the preceding eighteen?— How chiUt- 
ish, as well as unkind ! If we wish to secure premises for our own 
children, why not with ten months' product of our labour, a sum 
fully sufficient, purchase other premises which are for sale around 
lis : and retiring to them, serve God and his cause there while we 
live, and leave our children to pursue the same course on them as 
their own after our death ? Can we hot devote our labour in 
whatever way duty may call? and is it not our duty to ' care for 
our own' children, as well as for the cause of God? 

** And can this request arise from a wish to secure us com- 
pletely within your own power, while you deem us trust-worthy? 
Ah! beloved brethren! what have we done to deserve this? Have 
we ever coveted power over your funds, or your missionaries, when 
we might have held it with the full approbation of your expedient 
predecessors? Have we not laboured agreeably to the spirit of the 
gospel to secure independence to every little thurch— to every 
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8taUeiH*-to every individual biotbet? Dp yoy kiiQ# wkai pom 4ult 
when you desire us to suBpend oMr possession of these premises 
OB the ivill of a m^ority of Trustees in England* Do you forget 
that we are occupants? and that the moment we comply with your 
request we put an end to our own peace 1 Bat would wisdpm*^ 
would regard for planting the Gospel in India, in which we are 
interested beyond almost any men on earth, warrant our suspend*^ 
ing, we do not say the support of our families, but the conducting^ 
of Uiose callings on which depends so much of the support of the 
mission in India, on the will of persons in England 1 With such 
an amatittg weight df labour and care upon us, we could not 
think of living in such a state of cruel uncertainty respecting out 
very dwellings. We cannot with our pressure, add thereto the 
distr^s of ,9L precarious dwelling. We may contract debts, we 
may make engagements for the cause of God — and the neiLt ship 
that arrives may put it completely out of our power to fulfil them 
by bringing an order from the Trustees either to receive coa^jutocs 
with whom we can never unite, or, leaving them^the premises, to 
go Mith our families and seek a place where we may, whereon to 
begin anew in life when ready to drop into the grave. This ««jr 
no^ be the case if we constantly please the new Committee ; but 
who can be certain nf this? What have we already done to dis^ 
please them? But beloved brethren, before we could degrade ant 
minds to this state of man-pkasingt we should abandon the 
premises for ever ; we should beg from door to door for money to 
purchase more were our own labour insufficient ; we should do 
every thing — but abandon the mission and the cause of God. 

'** But must we be reduced to the cruel alternative of living in 
this state of dependence ; or of ioading the Society and the dei* 
nomination with infamy that might sink it for ever in India-^a 
America, that land of liberty— in Scotland, yea even in Enghind 
itself, by removing from premises realised fur the Mission in India 
by ourselves ? Why should we ? Can it be right for you, chosen 
by those who contribute the smaller part of the fnnds, to dstmaud 
Arom Trustees contributing the greater part, the surrender Qf pror 
perty never originated either by you or your constituents, — and 
never even intentionally placed at your disposal ? property ort^ti- 
nated by these Trustees^ with the express view of its being devoted 
lo the mission at Serampore, and with that view barred for ever 
from their godless children 7 ' Their godless children;* for neither 
religion nor reason requires it to be barred from those who desire 
to walk in the same steps with their parents in supporting the 
mission and the cause of God in India. Can you desire us to 
biMur false witness against ourselves by declaring to the world that 
yvejudgeourselves no longer worthy of being intrusted with pro- 
perty of the cost price of Four Thousand pounds I Would Filler 
and Svtcliff and Ryland, have acted thus towards us ? Would a 
multitude of others, on whose uamea we dwell with inespressible 
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affection ? Surely not : before- they could have done this, Ihey must 
have ceased to love for the truth's sake, men so long dear to thenr. 
Be assured, brethren, we shall never do this ; premises that we 
originated wholly with a view to the mission at Serampore, we 
shall never by any deed of trust place at the disposal of any Com- 
mittee in England, nor suffer any one on earth beside ourselves to 
interfere with in the least degree. Did we originate them with 
the view of ultimately giving them to the Mission? To what part 
of it pray, but to the Mission here } We miffht ask, indeed, where 
is the Mission! Is ift in England merely ? n k supported from 
England alone? Surely Sixteen Mission Stations and Eigliteeo 
European and Asiatie Brethren supported and superintended with* 
out the least assistance from home, must form part of the mission ; 
at least if they do not^ we cannot see how Six Stations aud Eleven 
European and Asiatic brethren, the full number supported by 
your funds, (three supporting themselves,) can be said to constitute 
the whok of the Mission in India. Brethren, judge not according 
to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

*^ It was whoHy witli a view to propagating the Gospel in India 
that we purchased the premises and attached them for ever to the 
mission at Serampore. Donors must be the best interpreteirs of 
their own intentions : now respecting the greater part of them, thftse 
last purchased, we have never yet publicly declared our minds^ 
and in connecting the name of the Soeiety with the rest, nothing 
was fiarther from our expectation than that any Committee would 
ever attempt to daim them ; we confess indeed that nothing appears 
to us more ungenerous* That they were never actually placed at 
the. disposal of any Committee sufficiently appears from our being 
asked to do it now : and after carefully weighing the tenor, the 
propriety, the consequences of the request, we feel it our duty 
expressly to declare our ideas respecting the whole of the premise9f 
to which before we never felt ourselves called. * We consider the 
whole of those premises as originated solely with a view to the 
Mission at Serampore for the sake of propagating the Gospel in 
India ; and for applying them to this object, (to secure which the 
Society itself was formed,) we consider ourselves Trustees. Fur- 
ther 9L3 Trustees who have originmted them, we consider ourselves 
as having an absolute and exclusive right to apply them to this 
part of the mission in any way we prefer ; and to appoint those 
who shall afterwards reside on them, conveying to them as our 
successors the same' power we possess ourselves, the exclusive 
right of choosing their coadjutors and succestors, with a view to 
the propagation . of the Gospel in India, completely and entirely 
excluding the interference of any other person either in Europe or 
India.' Such then are our decided intentions relative to the pre^ . 
oiises at Serampore as pertaining to the Mission in India. In thus 
choosing successors we shall confiue ourselves to no country, but 
from those sent out by \ou> from India^ or America, or Seotlan4» 
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or England V aelect-^soch as: shall appeajr to possess a kindred spirit 
witit ourselves, with no other r^triction than that they love the 
Mission to the heathen, and- be of the same faith and order with 
onrselves. ' To these ideas we . beg you will give the . utmost 
publicity. . ' • « 

** On this head, while convinced that no one. on. earth has:lhe 
least right to interfere beside ourselves, we are still pjcrsuaded that 
irere we to appeal to your constituents in England, every consi- 
derate and upright man would reply, * Bretli^en, had these pre- 
mises been originated by seme eiranger and given to the Mission 
at Seiampore, by whom could they have been so properly ipos* 
sensed as by the missionaries there who have, so long borne ihe 
heat and bui^n of the day. Had tbey, been originated wholly by 
our /wide, we could not have applied them more effeetuaily to the 
cause than by placing them in your hands, and in the hands of 
those you yourselves may choose to associate with you..i% the 
great work wherein your, are .engaged. ; But, brethren,; in this 
matter we cannot say either good or bad. Have; our funds origi* 
^ted these premises? have you not originated them youcsdves, 
with both the weight of care and the gi^eatest part of the weight 
of expense attending the mission in India lying upotvyou 7 Does 
not common equity say to whom they belong, >yhen. after oriffinat- 
ing them yourselves^ your donations to -the mission woukfbave 
repurchased them so many times 1 God forbid that we should 
trample on all the laws of generosity and equity, and attempt to 
take advantage of any expression dictated by your devotedness to 
the cause, to defraud you of the fruit of your own; labours. ? . How 
should we then lift up our heads among our Christian ^rethrea of 
other denominations 7 With what face could we ever ^itreat^ot^^s 
hereafter to follow your.example ? Possess in peaee for ever, brcr 
thren beloved for your works' sake, premises so justly yours, and 
which you wish to. possess only with the hope of originating on them 
year by year, as a donation to the miasion,'aeumfqual io Ikein coet 
price ; and selecting from any of the tribes of our spiritual Israel^ 
as your coadjutors and successors, men like-minded with your- 
selves, train them up in the same spirit,^ that there ipay not be 
lacking those who shall support the cause in India till it. 1^. too 
fismly roofed to need support any farther/ Such we are bound 
to believe respecting our beloved brethren in England, are their 
genuine, feehngs towards us, were we to appeal to them. > . 

^' Nor, beloved brethren, can we believe,, whatever they were 
before, that eyen^our ideas will be greatly different from these, 
when you have thoroughly considered this declaration, aiid.all its 
probable consequences to us and to the whole mission in India, 
fear not that these premises will ever become the pripaie property 
of any one of , us. We have already rendered them unalienable 
from, the Seraropore mission ; and if what we have done will not 
iully effect this, we will execute a new deed for this purpose.. For 
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these premises indeed to be ftlieoatSed fren the gK»t object df 
propsgatifig the gospel in India, «nd te beoone the private pro- 
perty of any one of owr fwnilieo, we shoald esteem one of the 
Eeatett misfortnnes of onr lives. But we eamiot suffer them t9 
come a chain about our necks to hold us in bondage to any 
man on earth. Beloved brethren, t0« mtisl be freb^ in our funds, 
Ottr dwellings, our choice of coadjutors ; we were free-born : grant 
US thia boon, if it be a boon; let us be only the serimnU of God. 
We feel it impossible to persevere in originating funds for the 
missioa on premises to which any oommittee or musionary brethren 
whatever, have the most distant claim. Nor can we view this as 
unimportant to the welfa«e of the whole missioo. [Had this declara-i 
tion been made years ago, it is Impossible for us to say how much 
sin would have been prevented tbereby ;--HUid we are eonvinoed 
that if any thing will eiitingnlsh evils of the worst kind that can 
exisl^iu the minds of Christian brethren^ evila with which we have 
had to conflict. year«after year in distress of mind iutowa oirty to 
God our refuge ;^^if there be any thing that can secure to the 
Mission in India, peace and love, oneness of soul ia the work^ 
with all its concomitants, it ia this declaration and its probable 
consequences. Nor can we but think that novr you see the case 
simply as it stands, common equity will whisper within, * Before 
toe claim these premises as ours, let us repay to the funds of these 
poor men, what thei^ have paid in purchasing the premises, the 
still greater sums they have expended in improving them, and the 
many thousands they have expended in tlie support of our mis- 
sionaries with their widows and orphans, -» or at least the Ten 
Thousand pounds so generously subscribed to repsir their loss by 
fire^ every farthing of which tliey expended on our missioaariea) 
repairing their own loss as they were aUe.' 

*' We now close this letter written in so much grief of soul. 
That we do not place our fuads at your disposal, arises from ue 
want of love or respect ; we never placed them at the disposal of 
your excellent predecessors. Nothing could be more preposterova 
than that contributors who, on the spot, surrounded with every 
advantage, live for the very purpose of applying funds, should 
delegate this power to a Committee in Eugivind. Control ovi»r 
missionary fundSi beloved brethren, is a sacred thing ; not to be 
made the object of vain contention, but to be administered ia the 
fear of God. They are the offspring of faith and love, and if 
administered wisely, they may prove the means of enlarging the 
church of God to an incalculable degree. No one, however, can 
be naturally supposed io feel so deeply interested ia the wise ad- 
miniiArBtion of funds as those who originate them ; of your fonda 
as yourselves, to whom tlie public have entrusted them ; and of 
ours as ourselves, since those applied to missions in India are the 
fruit of onr own labour. What then is the full amount of this 
letter? That every man has a right to apply to tb< cause of Qod 



Digitized by 



Google 



Letter from Serampore, Sq^iemher 4, tSlt, \9H 

the fbnds he originates, a right which he may ieief^te^ bni of 
which he can never diteet himself; and that relative to the fwads 
originated by us, to our dwellings, and to all the concernii of on? 
family committee, you and we are far ever as distinct and as free 
Irom dependence on each other, as were Fuller and Ryland ia 
their dwellings and the management of their family concerns} 
or, if you will, as are the Parent Society in London and the Bible 
Society in Calcutta respecting their funds and their committee; 
The name of an auxiliary socie^ we desire not ; but whether we 
bave not performed the work of one in originating funds and di^ 
recttng their application to the mission, we leave you to judge | 
and the distress we have undergone for years in havmg tlie work 
of one to do without exercising the power, is known only to-our^ 
aelves, and to our Almighty Friend. But aie we not one in mm, in 
design; nay of one soul in the glorious workt Let our beloved 
Upland answer by recalling to mind that glorious oneness of soul 
with Fuller and Sotcliff, in which the foundation of themissioil 
was laid, while in family and dwelling they were distinct and in^ 
dependent. Let us remain united in this work as were the 6rst 
and great promulgators of the gospel, Peter, and Paul, and James; 
and John ; and as are two sister churches at home animated and 
led by the spirit of Christ. Few mistakes are more egregious 
than that which deems unity of control respecting funds, essen* 
tial to the oneness of the mission. If it were so, the mission has 
never been one , for it has been thus supported firoln two sources 
even from the beginning. Gospel unity does not eonsist in the 
finances of all being under the same control ; but in oneneos of 
heart in the work', which an attempt to secure unity of eontrQ4 
respecting funds may completely destroy. Nothing could be more 
completely wanting than unity of control respecting fundd in the 
beginning of the Gospel ; but the oneness of heart and design en^ 
joyed, in a few years spread the gospel throughout the then known 
worid. The present number of Bible Societies furnishes another 
illustrious proof of the truth of this fact : from a multitude of 
different sources, controlled independently of each other, do the 
funds arise which supply this mighty stream of benevolence uud 
love : but the Societies are one in their design; and their operation 
are even condensed annually into one volume. Had the Parent* 
Society however aimed at unity of control respecting funds, which 
is only another name for universal domination, (the one being ever 
yourself) where it now has a hundre<)tauxiliarv branches, it would 
scarcely have had ten. There are now a hundred and forty bible 
fiocieties in America ; but had universal control over funds been 
-urged, would fourteen have! been formed ? One or two attempts on 
Ibe part, of the parent-society. to secure unity of control over the 
funds, would have put every man on his guard : men woakt htfv« 
said, ^ Let us distribute as many bibles privately as we can ; but 
let ^snOtwitVe; if we do, the Committee in London will dai«i 
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a right to allvre contribute^ and even to the building wemay £i:ect 
or purchase for our meetings/ Unity of control indeed respect- 
ing funds originated five thousand miles apart, must be domination 
on one side or the other, unless the controling parties are endued 
with omniscience and omnipresence to enable them monthly and 
daily to consult with each other. 

' 'S It is love that uniies. What but the strongest love has made 
us continually enter into your cares, while we have been scarcely 
able to bear up under the weight of our own? What 'but 
this has made us labour to collect for you from our Asiatic 
fis well . as £uropean . brethren every degree of intelligence ; 
to set the cause before the public in England in the clearest 
and* strongest light? to care for the faithful and wise expen- 
diture of your funds? — and to help you to the utmost in 
every way we have been able? And. shall we love you less 
when we cease to fear you ? it is impossible ; fear hath tor- 
went« and ^ends to destroy love. In everything that can advance 
4he cause of Ood in India we are with you as brethren and fellow^ 
heipert, even. to live and to die with you, thoug|i not in any other 
,chai^cter.even for an lioor. Nor can any thing interrupt our most 
cordial and effectual co-operation, — but your refusing our co- 
M>peration unless we will become your dependants and vassals : but 
of > thus . sinning against all the laws of equity and love, we are 
«ure; you are incapabiie, now things are fully laid before you. 
N^bittg, beloved brethren, has ever caused us distress like this 
•letter of yours ; nothing ever so strongly threatened the complete 
destruction of the Mission ; we do not mean by separating you 
and us for ever, this would hsve been a small thing, as both you 
apd we should still have forwarded the same cause to the utmost 
of; our power. The destruction threatened was that of tearing 
up by. the roots the mission in India, Lt found us preparing for 
ypu a review of the mission ; but af^ter this letter from our 
brethren we had no more spirit to proceed. We found that by 
\thus disinterestedly uniting to originate premises and funds, for 
the cause of God, we had delivered ourselves over bound assiieep 
to the .slaughter, to we scarcely knew whom. The spirjt of the 
.oldest among us began to break : it had borne up agaiust every 
.thing from enemies ; but tliis from brethren, it seemed unable to 
sustain. For a moment the cause appealed hopeless, borne down 
thus and overwhelmed by its friends, hiiherto the centre of all 
our .aftections next to Go^himself. Union, which as the means 
.had origitiated all things {tt Serampore, appeared vain and eveg 
dangerous, and it was oii the point of being dissolved for ever, 
.and all our unfinished labours were about to cease ; had no^ the 
'God of mercy and righteousness enabled us to roll our weighty 
burdens on him, and to discern' the course by which alone 
Jhe whole, mission could be saved from impending ruin. We 
.mouru; beAoved brethren, that such a letter as this should have 
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been requisite, an<d have written with feelings of grief and atignisti 
never before experienced. We cannot forget how we Rave la- 
boured for you in every way — sinking our own names entirely that 
the advantage might accrue to yon. Have we committed' 'an 
ofiTence in thus abasing ourselves that ye might be exalted/ that 
we should receive such a recompense t We entreat you, beloved 
brethren, for love's sake, to lay aside this spirit for ever. The 
attempt repeated may destroy that love which has'so long existed 
i>etween tis ; while the solid rock does not more firmly resist the 
wave, than we shall resist every attempt at interference with ouf 
funds, our union, and the premises originated by us for the mis** 
sioQ at Serampore. * 

Finally, beloved brethren, we live for the sake of planting the 
Gospel in India. The work is dearer to us than life, and never to 
be abandoned but with life itself. In your endeavours to promote 
this object, you may be certain of finding us for eVer with^ou, td 
the utmost extent of our power,- as may every friend of' God 
and man, by whatever name or denomination he be known. Seek 
then to enlarge yourselves on every side ; for Bengal and the parts 
acQacent we >*iU do all we are able.- Care, then, for the enlarge-^ 
ment of the mission in places more remote from us, in which we 
^ill assist you to the utmost with our advice and influence. Above 
all/ beloved brethren, seek to send out men who shall care for the 
aouls of the heathen ; who shall be superior to the love of ease^ 
of wealth, of domination ; — whose highest joy it shall be to make 
known the unsearchable riches of Christ to the perishing multitudes 
of heathen around them. Unless this be done, the cause will die, 
at. least in our denomination, if God be not pleased to save it by 
the despised brethren raised up in this country. What ' shall - we 
add more? Beloved brethren, be perfect, be of one mihd^ con- 
duct your affairs in the. spirit of humility, wisdom, aind love; and 
the. God of love and peace will be with you. 

We are, beloved brethren, 
Your affiicted, but still most affectionate brethren, . ^ 

. . Wm. Carey, i 
J: Marshman« 
W. Ward, 



**' P. S. Since this was written, we have executed an instrument 
according to<the Danish law, and had it recorded in the European 
Court of Judicature here, by which the premi^sies are secured to 
the cause, of God for ever; and our children, heirs^ and assigns, 
irrevocably cut off from any claim thereon.' The instrument is vus 
follows: . . . » . . . 

" Explanatory Declaration. 

' '^'This Explanatory Declaraition; made at the, Mission House at 
Serampore, in Bengal, the twenty-sixth day of September^ in the 
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jf«ar of ovv Lord one thoosand eight himdfed and eevetttten^ is 
intended and drawn ovt to espreas and aacerUin the following 
things : 

*'. Whereas in the Title Deeds or Indentures bearing date the 8tfa 
day of February, 1800, and published in the Court of Judicature 
at Serampore, the 17th day of the same nionth-^those bearing 
date the I2th day of October, 1801, published in the said Coiuri 
the 5th April, 1802— and that bearing date the 22nd May, 1805, 
and published in the said Court, the 27th day of the said months 
certain premises are said to be purchased by William Carey, 
Joshua Marshman, and William Ward, all residing jn Serampore, 
in trust for the Baptist Missionary Society, instituted for the Pro* 
pagation of the Gospel an^oqg the Heathen ; we, whose names' are 
hereunto affixed, being the Trustees who purchased and paid for 
the same, wishing, as we purchased these premises solely with the 
view of their being for ever applied and devoted to the propa* 
tion of the Gospel in India, to obviate any dispute or contest re* 
specting this property which may arise hereafter, dp make this 
solemn declaration of our meaning, will, design, and intention 
respecting the said premises. That is to say, that the said pre* 
mises shcdl be for ever attached to the Baptist Mission at Serara^ 
pore, and be for ever held in trust by William Carey, Joshua 
Marshman, and William Ward, and such persons, and such only, 
as they shall hereafter appoint or associate with themselves in the 
!rrust, IN TRUST for propagating the Gospel in India, agreeably 
to the original desisn and institution of the said Baptist Missionary 
Society, and that tne rents, dues, net proceeds, and revenues aria? 
ing from the said premises, shall be for ever applied to this object^ 
aiMl to no other whatever, at the will anci under the exclusive 
direction of the said William Carey, Joshua Marshman, and Wil* 
liam Wardj and their successors, lawfully appointed by them tQ 
the Trust, 

** And they further hereby declare, that it is their will, design, 
meaning and intention, that no other person or persons in England 
or in India belonging to the said Baptist Missionary Society for 
propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, shall have the least 
l^gpbt or tide to the property or the administration of the said 
premises, unless lawfully appointed thereto by them ^ Trustees for 
that purpose. 

y And for the more effectual securing of these premises, to the 
Afission at Serampove for the sake of propagating the Gospel ia 
India, we do hereby dechire it*as our will, design, meaning, and 
intention, that no one of our Children, or of the Children oi any 
.other Trustees named or heieaflter to be named, or our or their 
heirs, assigns, or executors, shall have the least right or title to 
the said premists^ or to the administration of them, unless they 
shall be lawfully appointed thereto as Trustees by us the sud Wil- 
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liam Carey, Joshua Marshman, William Ward, or such Trasteea 
fts we may bereaftef appoint. 

'< Given in the presence of S6ren Nicholay Agri, Actings 
Notary PubFic at this place, to be published in the European 
Court of Judicature at Serampore, in both the English and Danish 
langnages, and to be affixea to the said Title Deeds under our 
hands and seals the day and year first above written. 

(Signed) W. Carey, (L.S.) 

J. Marshman, (L. S.) 
W. Ward, (L. S.) 

''I9 $6reD Nicholay Agri, Acting Notary Public by proper 
authority duly admitted, residing and practising in the Town of 
Fredericksnagore, or Senimpore, in the province of Bengal in India 
— Do hereby certify and attest unto all whom it may concern, that 
I« 00 this 26th day of September, in the year of our Lord. 181 7» 
have repaired to the Mission house at this place, when and where 
the Reverend William Carey, Joshua Marshman, and William 
Ward, at their request, in my presence, have signed and sealed the 
above Declaration with their hands and seal, where no stamps are 
in use. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my Notarial Seal. 

(L. S.) Done and passed at the place aforesaid, the day 

and year first above written, 
(N.) (Signed) S. N. AaRi, Act. Not. Pub. 

As Notarial Witness^ Thomas Denton. 

Translation. 

** Read and pin>lished within the European Court of Judicature 
iit Firedericksnagore, or Sierampore, Monday, the 29th of Sep* 
tember^ 1817. (Signed) O. L. BiE,^ Act. Judge. 

S. N. AORI, Recorder. 

. - ** That this Declaration is verbatim entered into the Protocol 
for Title Deeds and Mortgage Bonds at Fredericksnagore,, Letn 
D. page 36, &c. and in proper mode remarked by each Letter of 
Claim concerning said property in said Protocol, is hereby ofiicially 
ascertained. (Signed) S. N. Agri, Recorder. 

Date as above. 

<' That the above copy is a true onefirom the original hid before 
me, as well as the Translation above from the Danish Language 
hereby certified under my hand and seal. 

^Signed) S. N. Agri^ Act. Not. Puk!' 
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C. (page 24.) . , 

JReply of the Birmingham Commitiee to Jthe Serampore 

Brethren, 

** Veay deab Bkbthrek, London, June 26, 1818. 

. ; .. ' • ** Being .met here, as usual at this season of the 
year, we have had to consider, among other points, the applica- 
jtioa which Mr* W. Pearce has made tis for permission to join 
your Society. 

" This involves a question which we did not expect ever to have 
come hefore us, but as it has, we proceed to give you our sentiments 
with the utmost frankness ; beseeching you, dear brethren, by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ, that you will not impute to us 
any hostile feeling — that you will put the most candid construe* 
fion upon any thing we may say, and believe that we are ac- 
tuated most powerfully by a regard to your welfare and happiness, 
as -well as to the prosperity and honour of the Mission at large. 

'' Let us dispassionately review the state of the case. During 
the life-time of dear brother Fuller, little was known about the 
internal state of the Mission. Under the divine, blessing it had 
arisen to a great degree of prosperity, and it seemed to be univer- 
sally taken for granted, that all its concerns were managed in tb« 
best possible way. On his decease it followed as an inevitable 
consequence, that the direction became somewhat more extended 
? — the responsibility, which had .hitherto centered almost entirely 
intone .individual, devolved on the whole Committee, and it,^as 
perceived that there, were ^several points of importance, oncwbich 
the public had a right to demand, and we ought to be prepared 
to furnish^ a' full and explicit. statement. 

** Among these points a principal one was, the mode of secur- 
ing the premises and property at Serampore — and to this subject 
our attention was forcibly directed by your letter of March 1 1, 
1816, addressed by Mr. Ward to Mr. Burls. This communication, 
containing the ootKnes of a- plan for this very end, and arising 
from your anxious solicitude that no mis-appropriation of the pre- 
misesiii question should take place, was attentively considered at 
Birmingham in the October following ; but as you gave us reason 
to expect a more digested plan would soon l>e forwarded, nojre? 
solutions were- 'then passed, or , any definite steps taken. 

" At this meeting, however, it was agreed, with a view to facili- 
tate the business of the society, that the management of its con- 
cerns should be entrusted to a Sub-committee, who might assemble 
without much inconvenience or expence, two or three times in^ the 
course of the year, and report their proceedings to the General 
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CommUtee at the annual meeting. This Sub-committee first met 
at Oxford, January 1, 1817» and as no further communication 
from yourselves had then been received, the question was taken, 
into consideration, as far as we were able to do so from the docu- 
ments before us. Then it was that those Resolutions were passed^ 
the spirit and tenor of which you appear to us, dear brethren, to 
bave most unhappily misconceived. 

** This we learn from your printed letter of September 26, 
M17, addressed to the Sub-committee, and also from a letter 
from our highly esteemed brother Carey to Dr. Ryland, written 
jsoon after. 

*' As f4r as we understand from these documents, your alarm 
and distress have been occasioned by two things : our requesting 
you to take upon you the direction of the native brethren, on be-- 
^^qf the Society 9 and your nominating certain individuals in this 
country to be united with yourselves as Trustees, for the purpose 
of securing the premises and property at Serampore to the usea 
of the Society. 

''These proposals appear instantly to have produced the most 
lively apprehensions, and to have satisfied you that the Committee 
liad simultaneously imbibed a spirit of domination and oppression, 
— ^had resolved to seize for themselves the direction of your coun- 
sels, the appropriation of your funds, the possession of your pre- 
mises. And this idea predominated to such a degree, that, with- 
4Mit requiring a single explanation, or addressing a single remon- 
strance-*-forgetting that we were still waiting for the matured plan 
of arrangement^ promised in March 1816-*you instantly decide 
on the <sourse to be taken, and hasten to the adoption of a measure 
whereby you become virtually separated from the Society, accom- 
panying this step, at the same time, by assurances, reiterated 
again and again, that to this resolution you shall immoveably 
adhere. In conformity herewith, we perceive that in your cor- 
respondence with Mr. Pearce, you speak of yourselves as a body, 
totally distinct from, and independent of us in all respects, and 
have urged him to solicit permission to give up his connexion with 
us, and unite himself with you. 

** Such, then, is the present state of affairs between us. The 
question respecting Mr. Pearce is. In truth, of itself a matter of 
little weight, but the point involved in it, namely, your separation 
from us, and forming yourselves into a distinct and independent 
Society, is a point of such paramount importance, and pregnan)» 
in our apprehensions at least, with such serious consequences to 
us, to you, and to the cause of religion generally throughout the 
world, that we wish to pause, and in the most calm and serious 
manner we are able, and as in the; sight of Him by whom actions 
are weighed, to give the, deepest consideratioa we can to the 
aubjeet. 

*' Hitherto we have been one, in the fair, open, legitimate sense 

L 
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of the word, not merely as Christian brethren, feeling^ the same 
concern for souls, and engaged in similar pursuits, — ^you are thusi 
one' with every Missionary Society in existence— but as one society, 
part in Asia and part in Europe, combined together in the most 
sacred and endearing of all ties, for the prosecution of missionary 
objects to the utmost possible extent. This union is a matter of 
public notoriety throughout the world, both to the friends and 
enemies of religion. If, then, it must be dissolved, the inquiry 
will naturally be urged from every quarter, * Whj/ is this ? What 
has occasioned the disruption of that union, which has sub- 
sisted so long ?' 

" Arid here, dear brethren, you must permit lis, in justice to 
ourselves, solemnly and distinctly to declare that, as far as we know 
our own hearts, we have in no degree been influenced by that spirit 
of domination which you have ascribed to us. We love you as 
brethren, and it is in our hearts to live and die with you ; but we have 
never aimed or desired to exercise authority or control over you. 
Had such an imputation been cast upon us by an enemy, we 
should have regarded it as an artifice of Satan to disunite us, but 
we should cheerfully have referred him to yourselves for a refuta- 
tion. Judge, then, of our grief and mortification at perceiving this 
charge brought against us hyyou, in the most direct and unqualified 
terms. Conscious that it does not attach to us, and perfectly 
assured that we should be acquitted by the public at large (should 
the question ever come before them, which on all accounts we 
hope it never will,) we should feel no little perplexity in what 
manner to announce the fact of your secession from us. 

** To us, we acknowledge, the union hitherto subsisting has 
been a source of su much pleasure, that it would be a considerable 
sacrifice to our personal feelings to resign the connexion. And 
although we do not discover a single expression of regret on this 
account in either of your letters, we cannot believe that you would 
be wholly strangers to the sentiment. Still there may be reasons 
which would justify such a step, and render necessary the sacrifice 
it would involve. Such, however, do not appear to exist in the 
case before us ; on the contrary, we think we see cogent reasons 
against a separation. Bear with us if we add, these are princi- 
pally suggested by a lively and affectionate regard for your re- 
putation. 

" You are aware, that the ttnt>er«a/ impression is, that the pre- 
mises at Serampore, with all the property they contain, belong to 
the Society, and that you hold them a8 a part of the Society, and 
as Trustees for the whole. This idea has been so expressly and 
repeatedly recognized all along in our Periodical Accounts, that 
any attempts to invalidate it would diffuse universal alarm and 
suspicion. At the eventful period of the renewal of the East 
India Company's charter, this statement was formally made to the 
government of this country, by brethren Fuller, Sutcltff, and others ; 
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they felt the force of the argument then employed, that * British 
property was entitled to British protection.' On this ground we 
were successful in urging that petitions might he poured in from 
all parts of the country ; and this enabled Mr. Wilberforce to 
make an appeal to the House of Commons on your behalf, which 
had the effect of an electric shock among the members. Cggpling 
these incontestable facts with the known jealousy of the East 
India Company, respecting the acquisition of property by any but 
their own servants, we are ready to conceive that the question of 
your continuance in India was determined by the view then pre- 
sented of your disinterested conduct in connexion with our Society. 
Under the same impression, the public came forward so generously 
to repair the loss occasioned by the fire, relying that the sum thus 
liberally contributed would be devoted to the specific purpose for 
which it was subscribed. Whatever we might think of the detailed 
statements of monies received and expended with which you have 
furnished us, and however satisfied we might be of your perfect 
diisinterestedness in the whole affair, we feel persuaded that, were 
the Christian public in Great Britain to be told that ' not a pice 
rf property belonged to the Society at Serampore,' it would 
create universal consternation. Really, dear brethren, we have 
not the hardihood to make such a statement ; and we intreat and 
implore you, by every serious and tender consideration, to weigh 
well the consequences ere you permit such an idea to go abroad 
through any other channel. . 

'* Every one must be aware, that the interest of the Society in 
the property is merely nominal. But how, beloved brethren, 
could you possibly suppose that the recognition of that interest 
would be immediately followed by your expulsion from the pre- 
mises, or by a forcible quartering upon you individuals whom you 
might not approve t You surely might have known, that a ma- 
ji>rity of Trustees are not competent to act in such a way; but 
that there must be a concurrence of the whole* In making the 
proposition, we thought that we were acting in conformity with 
your own wishes, and that your object, as well as ours, was so to 
secure the premises, as that the important operations in which 
you are engaged may be carried on to the best advantage. In 
this, we fondly hoped to have proceeded hand and heart with yon 
for years to come, as we have in years that are past. And so dear 
is this expectation to our hearts, that we shall not resign it till we 
are compelled to do so. 

** We have been ready to fear at tiAies, dear brethren, that too 
mueh has been said in commendation of your disinterested con- 
duct in devoting your all to the cause of God. It is this, espe- 
cially, which has fixed the eyes of the Christian world upon you. 
Other Missionaries may have been more successful in making con- 
verts from among the heathen : but this has ever been the pre- 
eminent jewel . in your crown. But, after having been thus 

l2 
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appbiuied for your generosity in rengning all claim to tlie pro- . 
petty in qaestion, except as a constituent part of the Society, dik 
you actually intend to resume your gift, and dispose of it intirely 
according to your own pleasure ? 

** As yet, we are altogether uncertain as to what you consider as 
included under the head of property to which the Society has no 
claim. Besides the premises and large property at Serampore, 
you speak of premises at Cutwa, at Digah, at Mol^nvliet. &c. 
These stand precisely in the same predicament, it should appear, 
as the premises at Serampore ; but are we -to understand that the 
Society has no right to any of them 1 

*' Believe os, dear brethren, we do not make these remarks aqd 
inquiries from any wish to exercise control over you, or from a^y 
puerile desire to retain premises because of their real or imaginary 
value. As far as we ourselves are concerned, we have that con- 
fidence in your wisdom and JTatthfuIness, that we would willingly 
resign, every thing to your sole, distinct, and undivided manage- 
ment. But we are extremely' anxious that you should be aware of 
tke light in wkich such a procedure will be viewed in this coun- 
try» in order to estimate foe yourselves the consequences which 
probably may follow. 

" Suppose, for the sake of illustration, that the premises and 
properly had been lodged in the hands of an indifferent party, 
and you had retained the deeds, in which you were named and 
described as Trustees for the Society,— could you, brethren, have 
cancelled those deeds, and replaced them by such an one as you 
have transmitted us a copy of, transferring all right of disposal to 
yourselves, and completely excluding the interference of that very 
Society for which you had previously declared yourselves Trus- 
tees % Would the holder consider himself authorised to resign the 
premises to you on the authority of such a deed ? Surely the 
idea is too absurd to require reflection. But, then, does the cir- 
cumstance of your residence and occupation invest you with any 
sights beyond those which you would possess, if you were non- 
resident? We cannot perceive that it does ; tlie gift has been 
madey nor can it be resumed, without the concurrence of the 
party to whom it has been made. 

'* You speak, bretltren, of the Baptist Mission at Serampore: 
but when did this Society, as a distinct body, commence its opera- . 
tions % Where- are its records I U you are Trustees on Ub behalf^ 
to whom are you or your successors accountable 1 

*' While we have relied on your candour, dear brethren, in 
making' these observations, it is not for the sake of giving vent ta 
feelings of disappointment, much less of irritation. Our principal 
objeptis, to induce you coolly and deliberately to review the mat- 
ter among yourselves, with whatever assistance may be afforded 
you by this letter^ and sodm others which have preceded it (that 
iroBi brother Dyer to Dr. Marshman we have seen and approve)* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Rev. John Dyer's Letter, Nov. 2, 1818. 141 

If after all you still think it better we nhould in future constitute 
two distinct Societies, favour us with a candid and affectionate 
statement of ^rour views, and we will concur with you in devising 
tbe best means of bringing^ about so important an alteration* [f 
we must set an example of separation to all other Missionary So- 
cieties, let us do it in peace and love, and so, if possible, as not 
to inflict any lasting injury on that cause which is dear to us all. 

** We say, if possible, because we have every reason to believe 
that a separation will most materially abridge our resources. It 
may probably occasion our extinction as a Society, which would 
be a painful thought, while all others, the Moravians excepted, 
are increasing in extent and influence year by year. This, now<* 
ever, will much depend on the ideas formed respecting the causes 
Und propriety of the measure. Consider then, beloved brethren, 
that the cause is in your hands— remember that the eyes of all 
the Churches in the world are fixed upon you— realize the power, 
malice, and cunning of the prince of this world, who rejoices to 
create strife amongst the servants of Christ ; divest your minds, 
we earnestly beseech you, of those unfavourable ideas which you 
iiave eiUertained of our sentiments — regard us still as of one 
fieart and one mind with yourselves, and communicate to us, as 
early as possible, the result of your deliberations. 
Be assured we are still. 

Your very affectionate brethren.'* 
(Signed, I believe, by all present.) 



p. (page 31.) 

From the Rev. John Dyer to the Rev. Dr. Roland. 

".My deab Brother, Reading, Nov. 2, 1818, 

" After mature deliberation on the proposal made at 
the last annual meeting of our Missionary Society, viz. that I 
would, in the capacity of Secretary, devote myself wholly to its 
.service, I have thought it to be my duty to accept the appoint- 
ment. I have accordingly signified to the Church in this place, 
that my pastoral connexion with them will cease at the expiration of 
the present year, from which time I shall consider myself as en-, 
gaged to the Society on the terms proposed by. the Committee a»- 
jsembled at Bristol, on the 25th September lastk 
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** I have been induced to adopt this resolution (important not 
only to the Society, but in a high degree to myself and my nume- 
rous family,) from the conviction univeriialiy felt by the friends of 
the Society, and recorded in its minutes, that such a measure is 
indispensably necessary ; from the general concurrence which has 
been expressed in the resolution of the Society respecting myself; 
from the pressing solicitations of some of the earliest and most zea- 
lous friends of the mission ; and from the earnest hope of being 
indulged, for years to come, as I have hitherto been, with your 
counsels and co-operation. 

" Sensible of my own inadequacy to the office I have been re* 
quested to fill, I would most gladly have resigned it to abler hands. 
On this point, however, I must consent to act on the judgment of 
my brethren rather than on my own. To Heaven would 1 look for 
wisdom and guidance ; and while I presume to anticipate that 
measure of confidence from the Society, without which no indivi- 
dual can effectually serve the mission, I shall ever be desirous to 
avail myself of the counsel and advice of my brethren in the Com- 
mittee. 

" Trusting that this arrangement may be found as conducive to 
the interests of the sacred cause as its warmest»advocates can de- 
sire, and in the hope that you, my dear brother, may be long 
spared to render it the important aid of your counsels, and to wit- 
ness its growing prosperity. 

I am. 

Most respectfully and affectionately yours, 

JOHN DYER.'^ 



E. (page 39.) 
Reply ofSerampore Missionaries to Dr. RylancTs Letter. 

March 4 1» 1821. 

** The Brethren of the Serampore Union for propagating the 
Gospel in India, having met July 14, 1820, to consider certain 
Resolutions and Proposals of the Committee met in London, De- 
cember 31, 1819, they resolved, 

<' 1. That as they have already declared in their Articles of 
Union, dated January 14, 1820, and in their Public Statement, dated 
January 20, 1820, * that they purchased the premises at Seram- 
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pore with the view of their being perpetually applied to the cause 
of God in India, and to prevent their becoming private property 
in their own families, or their being sold by their successors, de- 
clared them in their title deeds to be purchased in trust for the 
Society, while, to secure the occupation of them to themselves and 
those whom they might choose as their successors, they appointed 
themselves and certain others Trustees ;* they anew declare that 
nothing more fully accords with their original intention, and their 
present wishes, than for the right of property in them to remain 
for ever vested in the Society for these purposes. And as they 
have never swerved from their original intention, they regret that 
the Committee by adding * that were they to consent to the alien- 
ation of these premises from the Society, they would violate the 
confidence reposed in them by the public,' should even distantly 
hint that such a proposal had been made. As the Society derive 
their right of property in them not from the public, but from the 
brethren whose labour purchased them, it was impossible that 
these brethren should make any such proposal. 

** II. That they doubt whether they can legally change or alter 
the original deeds on which these three houses were separately 
purchased ; but on this subject they will take the opinion of the 
ablest counsel in India ; and if they find it practicable, they will 
themselves most cheerfully select and associate in the trust with 
themselves certain of the Committee in Britain, so as to secure by 
the requisite deeds the right of property in these premises to the 
Society, and the right of occupation and management to the 
brethren of the Serampore Union for propagating the Gospel, and 
their coadjutors and successors chosen as expressed in their Arti- 
cles of Union, dated January 14, 1820. But they do not consider 
the Society's right of property in these premises to be suspended 
on this act ; they regard it as fully secured by the present deeds« 
They never declared themselves any thing but Trustees, and Trus- 
tees can never be proprietors. And they further regard these re- 
ciprocal declarations, on their part respecting the Society's right 
of property, and on the part of the Committee respecting the Se- 
rampore brethren's right of occupation and management, thus so- 
lemnly made in the face of the Christian public, as far more binding 
both on the Serampore Union and the Committee, than any legal 
deed or bond whatever. 

*• III. That they deem the act of the Committee, in again so- 
lemnly disclaiming any intention to interfere with the management 
of this property, to be perfectly just. And they in like manner 
again disclaim any intention even to establish any right of property 
in these premises. 

" IV. That they cannot accede to their brethren's interfering in 
any way with the election of members of their Union, or to their 
interference in any of its concerns. They regard this as contrary 
both to natural right and to the spirit of the Gospel; and feel 
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sorry that such a proposal should have been-wade them, after they 
had unitedly and solemnly declared their unalterable resolution on 
this point in their public letter, dated September 26, 1617, to 
vrhich they will ever inviolably adhere. To perpetuate, their 
union they have in their Articles of Union, dated January 14, 
1820, declared that when applied to for that purpose as therein 
mentioned, the Committee shall. as brethren recommend three can- 
didates from whom a member of the Union shall be .chosen ; but 
the election of members, the right over the funds they originate^ 
and the exclusive management of all their own concerns both pub- 
lic and private, they regard as their unalienable birth-right, with 
which they again solemnly declare that they will never part. Be- 
tween two bodies which support themselves, mutual confidence 
can never be raised and preserved but on the basis of acknow- 
ledged mutual independence ; as brethren thus co-operating with 
brethren, like two sister churches or two associations in England, 
it is in their hearts to live and die with their brethren at home in 
the great work of propagating the Gospel in India. But if this 
be refused them, they shall esteem it their duty to go on in the 
work alone as the Lord may enable them." 



F. (page 39.) 

Articles of Serampore Union, Jan. 20, 1820. 

[Not being able to obtain a copy of these Articles ; the follow- 
ing abstract is given from Dr. Marshman's Reply, page 47.] 

" It began with defining our union as voluntary ; as extending 
to no man's private calling or business (that being still his own,) 
but to the profits of such calling or business which belonged, to 
the common stock of the union, with the exception of a tenth, to 
be deducted before paying it in, and to remain his own private pro- 
perty, to meet the calb of filial, fraternal, and parental afi^ection, 
and those of private benevolence, and to provide, if possible, for 
his widow and fatherless children, that they might not be charge- 
able to the union. It forbade any member carrying on any pri- 
vate trade or business for the benefit of his family. It further 
provided for any brother's peaceable withdrawment, should he feel 
it his duty to promote the cause of God alone ; and as he might 
have a family to support in the decline of life, he was permitted 
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to withdraw, with two-thirds of what he had contributed to the 
unspent common stock, should he give a year's notice of his inten- 
tion ; with one-third, if he gave but six months' notice ; and with 
only a sixths if he withdrew on a shorter notice. But if th*. other 
members wished any one to withdraw against his own will, they 
were to give him a year's notice, and to restore him all he had con- 
tributed to the unspentstock. 

" It also provided that no member should ever derive any profit 
from the Mission premises, by stipulating, that if any brother who 
had withdrawn, and was promoting the cause of God alone, 
should feel unwilling or unable to remove from the Mission pre- 
mises, he should, whatever he might give to the cause of God be- 
sides, pay into the mission stock of the union annually, as rent for 
his dwelling, the government interest, of its cost price ; which, if 
he should omit to pay for three years, the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety were at liberty to eject him for ever. 

* Should the members of the Union, by any means, be re- 
duced to on^, and he .should neglect to elect two others, or 
to write to the Society with that view, for three years and six 
months after the death or withdrawment of his last colleague, 
the union wiU be considered as dissolved. In this case, the 
Society in England shall appoint three persons, and the sur- 
viving "^member two ; which five persons, with himself, shall take 
account of the whole of the unappropriated stock belonging 
to the Union, whether in money, goods, or debts, from which the 
surviving member shall receive all he has himself contributed to 
the unspent stock. The remainder being all turned into money, 
shall be appropriated by a deed, in the hands of trustees chosen 
by the three commissioners appointed by the Society, of whom 
the surviving member may be one ; and from the interest of this 
sum, in the first instance, the widows and orphans shall receive 
the sum Uiey before received from the common stock, till marriage 
or death, as before appointed in these articles ; and the rest shall 
be applied by these trustees to the specific objects in India, men* 
tioned in the deed of appropriation, whether it be Schools, the 
College, or Native Preachers, &c. ; and after the marriage or death 
of all these widows and orphans, the whole shall be applied to the 
object specified, by the hands of these trustees, and their succes- 
sors for ever. 

'* To preserve the unity of the Baptist Mission, the brethren of 
the Union shall commit the publishing in Britain of the intelligence 
from the Stations they support, to the Baptist Missionary Society 
there ; who, as this intelligence furnishes their only means of sup* 
^porting and increasing these stations beyond their own labour, 
shall, in return for the money they collect thereon, furnish them 
from time to time, as they shall mutually agree, with what they 
may need for this purpose beyond the proceeds of their own la- 
bour. If this be withheld, the brethren of the Union shall be at 
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liberty to publish their own intelligence in Britain, as well as in 
India." 

** The members of the Union and the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety in England, shall ever co-operate as brethren in planting and 
extending the Gospel in India, and shall ever study to the utmost 
to promote one another's happiness and usefulness ; but neither 
body shall ever claim any right of control over the funds oraffair^ 
of the other. And, the Independence of the Union shall ever 
be inviolably maintained. Should any member ever attempt to 
betray its independence to any body of men whatever, it shall be a 
sufficient reason for the other brethren's considering him as hav- 
ing voluntarily withdrawn from the Union ; and if, out of their 
number, two shall ever seek to do this, they shall both be consi- 
dered as having thus withdrawn ; and the remaining member 
shall be competent to elect two new colleagues, with whom he 
shall be considered as continuing the Union ; and these three mem- 
bers thus united, shall carry forward the Union, retaining all its 
stock, and all its privileges, as herein laid down." 



G. (page 39.) 

Letter from the Committee in London to the Brethren at 
Serampore. 

** Dbar Brethren, London, April, 25, 1821. 

** We have received, through the medium of our 
dear and venerable friend, Dr. Ryland, two letters, lately addressed 
to him by Dr. Carey, one of which contained a copy of Resolu- 
tions, dated Serampore, July 14 last« and the other, dated Octo- 
ber 23, referring, at considerable length, to the various questions 
which have been so long under discussion between you and our- 
selves ; and as these communications embrace all the points now 
at issue, and give us a clearer idea of your views and feelings upon 
them than we previously possessed, we shall, in this reply, refer 
principally to them, though it may be necessary to make occasional 
use of previous documents relating to the same subjects. It .is 
our most earnest wish and prayer to avoid any word or expression 
which may grieve your minds ; and if our language should cor- 
rectly express the feelings of our hearts, we are certain we shall 
not do so; but as experience has taught us that a correspondence 
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carried on as ours has been, is liable to frequent misconstractiony 
\¥e have to request the exercise of christian candour on your part, 
and that you will not affix to any part of our communications a 
meaning which we have repeatedly, expressly, and solemnly dis- 
claimed. 

** Before we proceed to the more immediate object of this let- 
ter, we would express our great pleasure on account of the 
adoption and happy result of the measures we felt it our duty to 
recommend in reference to the painful differences between you and 
our junior brethren at Calcutta. We trust that nothing will ever 
occur in future to lessen that degree of harmony which appears 
now to subsist ; and that as all former unkind expressions on either 
side^ have, by mutual consent, been buried in oblivion, each 
brother will, in future, so watch over his spirit, as to prevent the 
recurrence of all unpleasant feelings. The sphere which our 
younger brethren are called to fill appears truly important, and we 
cheerfully hope that experience will prove that all can be profitably 
occupied in performing the work of God, without interfering with, 
or impeding the operations of each other in the slightest degree. 

** 1. In recurring to the subjects embraced in our resolutions 
of December 31, 1819, and in yours lately received, the first in 
order is the settlement of the Premises at Serampore, And here, 
dear brethren, bear with us when we express our surprise and 
concern, that after all the explanations that we have given on the 
subject, our conduct should be represented in so unfavourable 
a light. We are told in the lelter of Dr. Carey already mentioned, 
that, * in all this whole business about the premises, the Society 
is the aggressor ; ' — that ' an ungenerous attack has been made 
upon your honesty ; ' — and that you have been * treated with a 
suspicion which could only be indulged towards the most arrant 
villains.' These are indeed heavy charges ; but as we are per- 
fectly conscious that they are utterly unfounded, we calmly plead, 
' Not Guilty ;' and in support of our plea entreat you to listen to 
a brief recital of facts, which we think must convince you that 
yon have laid things to our charge which we knew not. 

" First, then, we must remind 'you of an important fact, stated in 
our public letter of June 20, 1818, (which has to this day never 
been acknowledged or answered,) viz. that our atteution was 
called to this subject by a communication from Mr. Ward to Mr. 
Burls, dated March 11, 1816. This letter, written in 'the names 
of the three brethren, informs us, that, ' aware oftheuncertainttf 
of life, and at the same time of the great importance and necessity 
of providing for the future carrying on of the Mission Station at 
Serampore,' and securing the ' immense property there,' you had 
agreed upon certain ' principles of the last importance to the pre- 
servation of the cause.' These principles are subsequently spe- 
cified in a number of articles : but it is added, that the plan was 
to undergo ' a solemn discussion and revision, and then to be sent 
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to th€ Society for their opinion, and, if approred, for their ratifi- 
cation, as soon as possible.' This document arrived about Sep- 
tember in that year (1816), and was produced and considered, in 
Tegular course, by the Committee, at the General Meeting of the 
Society held at Birmingham in the following month. No resolu^ 
titm whatever was passed or proposed on this subject before that 
meeting, With what shadow of justice, then, are we charged with 
" being aggressors V How does it appear that * certain young 
men,' inflamed with cupidity, rushed forward immediately on 
Mr. Fuller's death, to seize the premises at Seramporel The 
lamented decease of Mr. Fuller took place in May, 1815. The 
Committee which met in Oct. 181G (seventeen months after), 
consisted of precisely the same indiviriuals, with the addition of 
Mr. Potts and Mr; Kinghorn, as it did in Mr. Fuller's time ; and 
the subject was directly brought before them by a most important 
document received from yourselves. Where then was the haste^ 
the assumption of authority by individuals * who knew not Joseph V 
*— above all, where was the aggression which is alleged against 
usl Ought we to have taken no notice of brother Ward's letter t 
On the contrary, it appeared to us to carry on its very front and 
superscription, in the testamentary kind of form it assumed, aA 
admonition, that whatever our hands found to do in this business, 
should be done with all our might. 

** It is clear, then, that the first consideration of this subject. 
Instead of being an act of aggression on the part of the committee, 
was merely the result of a due and respectful attention to your own 
communication. But it may be inquired, Was there nothing in 
the proceedings then adopted of a nature to excite alarm, and jus- 
tify a suspicion on your part, that the Committee was actuated 
by an overbearing, legislative, and jealous spirit? To this we 
reply, That it is evident, in March 1816, you considered the 
Committee as sustaining somewhat of a legislative character, or 
yon would never have thought of sending proposals • for their 
opinion, and, if approved, for their ratification.' So far, how- 
ever, from acting in this character, the only Resolution then 
proposed was the following, which we copy from the minutes of 
that meeting, * That the Secretaries be empowered to call a spe- 
cial meeting of the General Committee as soon as they shall have 
obtained the corrected plan which the brethren in India have pro*- 
mised to send respecting the affair of the trust deed of the property 
at Serampore.' No proposition was made to do more than this ; 
and we appeal to yourselves, dear brethren, whether it would have 
been consistent or kind to do less ? Up to that time, you will 
remember, no regulation had existed (indeed it was utterly 
impracticable) for the frequent meeting oi the Committee for the 
despatch of business. I'he corrected plan was expected daily, 
but without such a Resolution it could not have been taken into 
eonsideration by the whole Committee for a twelve-mouth ; and 
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tUs we thought would have been uswsurranUy presuming on the * 
* uucertainty of life/ and dewing a crimioal inattention to the 
great anxiety of our brethren at Serampore, to secure from mis- 
appropriation the ' immense property in land and moveables 
already acquired, or which may hereafter be acquired' at that 
statiou. 

'' Between two and three months after (namely, Dec> 31, and 
Jan. 1» 1817,) the Sub-Commitiee, whieh had been appointed at 
Birmingham, met at Oxford, Mfhere much important business was 
transacted. To shew the high esteem in which the Seradapore 
brethren were held, it is material to remark, that, at this meeting, 
it was unanimously resolved to request them to act as a corres- 
ponding Committee, for the purpose of assisting the Committee at' 
home, in all cases where their advice may be requisite ; and various 
resolutions followed, tending to invest them with the direction of * 
the Society's affairs in India. But with reference to the particular 
object of securing the premises, the corrected plan had not arrived 
from Serampore, and therefore nothing definitive could be done* 
As it happened, however, that a professional gentleman from Cal- 
cutta, Mr. Thomas, was at that time in London, our friend, 
Mr. Burls had been requested to consult him respecting the best 
method of securing the property at Serampore. Mr. Burls now 
stated to the Sub-Committee, that Mr» Thomas had recommended 
a Deed Tripartite^ by which the premises should be vested in 
triisteess part in Asia, and part in Europe; but it afterwards 
occurred to the Sub-Committee, that as Serampore was under the 
Danish government, their laws might be somewhat different from 
oar own, and our brethren Ivimey and Burls, were requested to 
inquire, * How far the tenure and conveyance of fixed property in 
India is. affected by its being situate in the Danish territory V 
Finally, it being considered that, if any thing like the plan sug- 
gested by Mr. Thomas were adopted, some English trustees would 
be requisite, the names of eight brethren were mentioned * to be 
suggested to the General Committee,' who might be requested to 
a^i ia that capacity. This nomination, resulting merely from the 
honest desire to expedite, as far as possible, business on which 
your minds were so anxious, assumed nothing like an official shape. 
}t was merely a * suggestion,' and could only have been transmit* 
ted to you in the unsuspecting confidence of private friendship, 
not as a communication from the Committee. 

*' That such a measure should fill your minds with consterna- 
tion and dismay, and convince you that the Committee had simuU 
taneously imbibed a spirit of domination and oppression, was as 
remote from our apprehension as the east is from the* west. 
Kor can we to this day discover on what basis such alarms could 
rest. Had any of our brethren at that meeting expressed any 
doubts whether such an effect might not be produced, we should 
have replied} * Our brethren know us better ; they will at onee 
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perceive that these steps are taken because we participate in their 
anxiety to secure the property at Serampore» and wiii approve our 
doing all we can to forward this important business. As to the 
number of trustees^— they know very well, that it is usual to have 
a considerable number, to avoid the expense and trouble of re- 
newing the deeds; and they will feel this to be the more necessary, 
on account of the vast distance between us. Besides, we know not 
how many trustees already exist in India ; and should such a sus- 
picion for a moment cross the minds of our Serampore brethren, 
nothing will be more easy than for them to propose such a num- 
ber there, as to obviate the objection.' Such, we conceive, would 
have been a natural and obvious reply to any forebodings which 
might possibly have arisen in the minds of any one present. None 
such, however, did arise, and the Sub-Committee separated, still 
expecting the * corrected plan,* by which the whole matter was to 
be set at rest. 

** No satisfactory reply appears lo have been obtained by our 
brethren Burls and tvimey to the question which they had been 
desired to propose ; and a year anU a half elapsed before the 
consideration of this subject was resumed in the Committee. This 
was in June 1816, at our regular annual meeting in London. Some 
litlle time previous to this, each member of the Sub-Commitlee 
had received a copy of yoiir long printed letter, dated Sept. 26, 
1817, and one general sentiment of astonishment and concern had 
pervaded all their minds. Our astonishment arose from the con- 
struction which had been put upon our proceedings ; and our con- 
cern was occasioned not merely by the general spirit which cha- 
racterized the whole document, but by the strong and decisive 
measures, which you had proceeded so precipitately to adopt. It 
struck us as not a little remarkable, that after having, in the first 
page, expressly acknowledged that you were * not certain whether 
our ideas did not coincide with your own,' you should proceed, 
without asking, or waiting for a single explanation, to argue, com- 
plain, and decide as if we had been guided by a spirit of op- 
pression and hostility. We looked in vain for any reference to the 
* corrected plan' which had been mentioned eighteen months be- 
fore, or to the letter in which it had been promised ; and we per* 
ceived, at the close, a copy of a legal instrument, by which it was 
eivident that the Society were henceforth to have no share in the 
management of the premises at Serampore, and that if the pro- 
perty continued theirs, it was so in a sense entirely novel and in" 
efficient, as the possession and control were to be retained for 
ever by a succession of individuals, from all share in the choice of 
whom they were to be entirely excluded. 

** As the unanimous sentiments of the Committee were ex- 
pressed in our letter of the 26th June, 1818, (which, as we have 
already mentioned, has never yet been noticed,) we shall merely 
observe, that the general impression was, that you had determined 



Digitized by 



Google 



Letter from the Committee, April 21, 1825. 151 

on becoming a distinct body from the Society at borne ; and this 
idea was confirmed by the application from Mr. Pearce, for per- 
mission to dissolve his connexion with us, and unite himself with 
you. On this subject we have nothing to add to the remarks 
contained in the letter just referred to, our opinion remaining un- 
altered to the present day. 

** Such was the anxiety of the Committee to remove the preju- 
dices which you had unhappily conceived, and to afford an oppor« 
tunity for those mutual explanations which had become necessary, 
that, ere they separdted, it was resolved to request one of their 
number to undertake the voyage to Bengal, and attempt, by per- 
sonal conference, to assure the Serampore brethren, of the amica- 
ble views and feelings of the Committee. The individual nomi- 
nated for this arduous service, after consulting his beloved family 
and friends, consented to undertake it ; but, as he felt naturally 
anxious to be put in the fullest possession of the views of the whole 
Committee, it was agreed to summon a general meeting, to be held 
at Birmingham. 

" This meeting was held accordingly, on the 19th and 20th of " 
August, 1818, and its results were such as led the Committee to 
hope, that an end would now be put to all further uneasiness ; so 
that the idea of a voyage and personal conference was even- 
tually abandoned. On the 31st of the same month (August,) a 
detailed account of the proceedings was furnished you, enclosing 
a copy of the Resolutions which had been passed, and of a circu- 
lar letter which had been drawn up with a view of quieting the 
apprehensions which began to agitate the friends of the Mission. 
We know that the publication of that letter produced a good ef- 
fect at home ; and, from a slight incidental reference to our official 
communication inclosing it, (which, like our former letter, never 
received a reply) we found that our proceedings at Birmingham 
were satisfactory to you. 

** By these resolutions, (which, of course, have not, to this day, 
been published beyond the limits of the Committee) the Commit- 
tee distinctly avowed their conviction, that they were still responsi- 
ble to the public for the due application of the premises at Seram- 
pore ; and waving all remarks on the new mode which had been 
adopted of vesting them in trust, contented themselves with re- 
commending their brethren at Serampore so to secure them, as to 
meet the approbation of the Christian public in Britain. Thus 
these Resolutions coincided, entirely in spirit, and nearly in words, 
with those which were afterwards passed, in a more full and ex- 
plicit form, in London, Dec. 31, 1819. 

" No further communication passed on this subject till the 
arrival of our brother Ward, in May, 1819. We expected his 
coming with the greater satisfaction, as we fully concluded that he 
would be amply prepared to close these tedious discussions, which 
it appeared so difficult to manage by correspondence. Our anti- 
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cipations were somewhat damped, when, on enquiring what were 
^oor sentiments on our official letter of June, 1B18, Mr. Ward 
appeared not to know whether he had seen it ; and we were still 
more surprised at his declaring, that he could only express his 
individual opinion on the subjects on which we might communi- 
cate. It appeared, too, that Mr. Ward felt as much anxiety as 
ever respecting the settlement of the Serampore property ; as he 
informed Dr. Ryland, on whose authority we mention the circum- 
stance, that, previous to landing at Liverpool, he had written his 
sentiments at length to his brethren^ at Serampore, and had been 
induced to declare, as the result of his own reflections merely , 
that, unless some alterations were made in the existing arrange- 
ments. * he never weuld return to India to clothe himself with 
eternal infamy »* We quote this expression at present, merely to 
prove that, at the time iu which it waf used, Mr. Ward was by no 
means satisfied with the mode in which the property was then set-^ 
tied. Of this fact, it will be allowed to furnish strong and con- 
clusive evidence. 

'* After repeated conferences with Mr. Ward, conducted with 
the most sincere desire to terminate, speedily and for ever, all dif* 
ferences with our brethren at Serampore, the Committee, on Dec* 
dl, 1819, drew up four resolutions, in which they aimed, as 
briefly as possible, consistent with clearness, to express their 
views on the various points at issue. And when, after submitting 
them to the deliberate consideration of Mr. Ward, he expressed 
his concurrence in them, we began to indulge the hope that our 
earnest desires for a mutual good understanding would, at length, 
be realized. Your late communications, however, have painfully 
convinced us, that these anticipations, however reasonable thej 
might have appeared to us, were unfounded and premature. 

" In the hope, that this may be the last time we shall have to 
address you on this subject, we have thought it desirable to enter 
into this historical recapitulation of what has passed hitherto. 
From this narrative it will appear — that the subject was discussed 
in the Committee at first, in consequence of your own letter, em- 
phatically directing our attention to it — that the consideration was 
postponed from year to y^ar, in the expectation of further com- 
munications from you — that the suggestions respecting trustees 
was thrown out from a wish to accelerate the completion of a 
business, respecting which, much anxiety was mutually felt; — 
that, as soon as this suggestion was found to displease you, no- 
thing more was ever said of it — that full and affectionate ex- 
planation was immediately tendered, in an official letter, of which 
no notice has ever been taken — and that the explanatory declara- 
tion, to which you have declared your immoveable adherence, ap- 
£ eared, in the eyes of one of your own body, so defective, that 
e resolved, unless some other plan was adopted, he would not 
return to India to clothe himself with eternal infamy. Such being 
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liie iactSy dear bretbreD^ of which you were not ignorant^ we must 
again loquire. With what shadow of justice are we charged with 
being the aggressors ? Wherein have we treated you with a suspicion 
which could only be indulged towards the most arrant villains? 
We wish seriously to put it to your own calm and deliberate con- 
sideration, whether there has been any thing in our con^luct; 
throughout the whole afFair, to warrant the use of such language 
as thisp 

** But, after having di^harged this debt of justice to ourselves, 
and^ fidelity towards you, we have little to add on this painful 
subject. God is witness that we have been sincerely aiming to 
protect your characters from the suspicions which might arise 
from the evident discrepancy between your late arrangements and 
your original professious. We told you nearly three years ago, 
(June, 1818,) that, 'as far as we ourselves were concerned, we 
Md that confidence in your wisdom and faithfulness, that we 
would willingly resign every thing to your sole, distinct, undivided 
management.' We now repeat those expressions;, and, having 
taken every step that we deem necessary on our part to vindicate 
your reputation and our own, will only add, that the mode in 
which the property is at present settled, certainly does not appear 
to us satisfactory. We consider it very doubtful whether the 
explanatory declaration, executed by a part of the trustees, with- 
out any reference to the rest, can be looked upon as valid ; and, 
if not, it follows, that the whole ' immense property in land and 
moveables,' is precisely in the same unsettled state as when you 
expressed so much concern for its proper regulation, in March, 
1816. This is a circumstance we cannot b^ut view with regret; 
but we have still the satisfaction of knowing that we have done 
pur utmost to prevent it. 

** 2* We are concerned to observe that the fourth in our series 
of Resolutions, of Dec. 31, 1819, proposing a friendly arrange- 
ment for the sending future Missionaries to Serampore, should 
have appeared so decidedly objectionable. What there can be 
in the proposal ' contrary both to natural right, and to the spirit of 
the gospel,' we are at a loss to discover, since it provides, in the 
most ample manner, that you should be thoroughly satisfied with 
the character and conduct of every new brother before you decide 
on his remaining with you. On this subject, your present ' ubt 
alterable resolution,' is so decidedly at variance with your own 
recorded sentiments, that we should not be doing you justice if 
we were not to point out to you the discrepancy. A letter from 
Dr, Carey to Mr. Fuller, dated June 30, 1802, and inserted in 
^he P. A. vol. ii. p. 285, contains the following sentiment: * As 
j;lie Serampore brethren consider themselves a public family, to 
whom a most important trust is committed, no one can he elected 
ty them to share in the management thereof,* In the same volume, 
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jji.fWy Dr.Hlanibniftii proposes, * that ih/t cbiMreD of Mimoiift- 
^ies shliS i^efnata Hme or four yewtn on probation ; nAer wbich^ 
9f lippfoy^Nl, a tetrtimonfal, signed by all the bretbreo, sball be 
'sebl boine, with a reqnest that they might be solemnly elected to 
the wo^ of the Mission, and the management of all its concerns.' 
la the filah transmitted by Mr. Ward, March 1 1, 1816, it is ob- 
%6fred, that * an indiVtdiitil unanimoasly elected, cantiot act or 
vote till the choice has been ratified at home by the Society.' We 
ktioW Chat these ^ere the views of Mr. Fuller, and that Felix 
Ctit^ was introduced iilto the Mission in this mode. See P. A. 
VoU IK 258, 260. Bttt are tre to conclude that our Serampore 
Inp^threii, at the period to which these quotations refer, were 
ignorant of * their natural rights, and of the spirit of the gospel T 
4k)d thi^t Ihey had engaged in an unnatural conspiracy, to deprive 
theoiftelves of their unalieadble birthright,' Mr. Fuller aiding and 
Wbettfng thetn therein ? Such, it appears to us, must be the una- 
Wtdable conclusion, if your present views be correct ; nor can we 
'{K>9^bly imagine hi what manner we can defend you against the 
^hai^ of'flagmnt inconsistency, which will naturally be made, if 
Hie public should have an opportunity of comparing th^ statements 
\fhh ^eb other. Bat, after having Ihus plainly apprised you of 
>i^hat'We have ever felt to be the main ditficulty on this point, we must 
now leave the matter entirely with yourselves. If, after all, you 
cofi^ienttoualy deem it most conducive to your reputation, and 
the prosperity b( Che cause in which we are mutually engaged, to 
^csevere in your resolution, to be entirely independent of us in 
die choice of your coadjutors and successors, it must be your own 
iiet In lill that we have ever done of this kind, we have sincerely 
Mteed to fulfil our duty to the public, and to render your labours 
more efficient. We regret that our attempts have been so com- 
l^etely' misunderstood: but, on this point, as well as the former, 
ti^ are desirous to remove all possible ground of difference, it 
appears that the period has arrived in which it is no longer agree- 
able lo y^u to adhere to the stipulations you had originally hiid 
down. We shall contend no farther; but, injustice to ourselves, 
ife must explicitly declare, that our judgments are not convinced 
bf-.fbe propriety of the alteration. 

•• 0. On the subject of internal management, and the riffht to 
lihpose ofyaur own income for the cause iff God, we have, from 
the very iirst, disclaimed any wish or intention to exercise inter- 
fe^ce or control. We need only refer you to our letter of June 
M. 181^, and to the resolutions in the following August, in proof 
<»f this assertjpn. Lest, however, any vestige of suspicion on this 
liead should remain, it was thought expedient to renew ^e disa^ 
>owal in our hist Resolutions of Dec. 31, 1810. To this Resolu- 
tioB you expressly refer in your own, of July last, and acknow- 
lel^ge the conduct of the Committee, in this instance, to be 
' perfectly just ;* and yet We perceive, to our grief and astonish- 
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went, ihat, ontj eleven days after this Resolution was forne^. ifiis. 
00 July 25, our dear bn^her Carey (as he himself inforsaed us ia 
Us last letter) assured the junior brethren, that ' all your dispute 
wkfa the Society was about the right to niaDag;e your iaternal 
concems, and dispose of your income for the cause of Godt' 
We owft that we feei oot a little discouraged at finding that our 
reiterated asauraoces, and uniform conduct, have both been insufi* 
•ficient to shield us from the continued repetition of charges like 
these. 

*' 4. For what Mr. Adam May have chosen to write to Dr. 
Btuart, we can hardly be thought answerable. When the cour 
tents of -this letter were communicated to us, we lost no time ia 
expressing to the writer our disapprobation of its spirit, and in 
assuring him that he was utterly mistaken in the account he had 
given oi the proceedmgs of the Society. No such documents 
«rere ever in existence; they could not, therefore, have been 
4aken out to India by Mr. Pearce. Hence you will see, dear 
Jbretheren, that the remarks you have made on this subject are en* 
tieely groundless ; and, as reference might have been so easily made 
to Mr. Pearce, to ascertain whether the Committee had entrusted 
any legal instrument to his charge, we regret that this was niHt 
done at once, as then the injurious impression would have beea 
ittatantly removed. 

'^6• Respecting the transfer of our cash account to the house of 
Akmander and Co. we can only say, that if any errors have been 
cotamttted, they have been^ perfectly unintentional. Ever since 
the first expression of your wish that snch a transfer should take 
place, we have requested information on the subject, in order to 
guide us in our pecuniary transactions with those gentlemen. Thu^ 
•in our letter of August 31, 1818, we express a wish to know the 
Mate of our accounts with Alexander and Co. and whether we 
should not thenceforth correspond directly with them 1 In tbe 
following December, a remittance was made them on account, and 
then we begged them to fevour us with a list of the individuals to 
whom (hey made advances, and of the amounts so advanced. 
TiU we received this last letter from Dr. Carey, we were not ajware 
Ibat .you had granted these letters of credit, or that Alexander 
and Co. considered you responsible. We make these general 
seiaarkahere, dear brethren, to convinoe you that there h^f not 
}»een.the most remote design to wound your feelings, or occasioa 
fou inconvenience. But we shall not enlarge further, on this liead^ 
as the Sub*Comnnttee of Finance will, very shortly, be writing to 
you at length, in reply to your letter of the 14th- of August last. 

*' 0. You must sttJ^Iy be aware that the. reply we gave to youf 
■■expected request, that IdOOZ. per annum may be sent you, out 
of om fand, for general purposes, was dictated by absolutA 
Bsity. Indeed, this was distisctfy specified in the reasbitiott 
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itself^ Our funds are, at present, so deficient, that, in order td 
pay the large bill drawn by Messrs. Alexander and Co. on Mr. 
King, which became due four days ago, we were obliged to have 
have recourse to the kindness of several members of the Com- 
mittee, who came forward with loans of 500/. each. We would 
observe, however, that this painful state of deficiency does not 
urise from any diminution of income, but from the fact, that our 
accounts with you and Messrs. Alexander are in a state very dif- 
ferent to what we had expected. In the accounts of the latter, 
we observed, with surprise, (to mention only one instance) that 
nearly 2000/. had been advanced, on account of Mr. N. Ward, at 
Sumatra — a sum very, very far beyond what we had supposed 
requisite. As to your own, you must have observed, in P. A. 
No. xxix. that, at the time of Mr. Fuller's death, the balance ia 
hand of the mtmey collected to repair the lo^s by fire, was, by 
the then Committee, brought forward aud placed to the general 
account. This was considered necessary, as the Society, exclusive 
of that sum, was, even then, insolvent; and as no idea was enter- 
tained of separate accounts, no difficulty could be possibly antici- 
pated on that ground. When, however, we received your account, 
made up to December 1818, we found ourselves debited with this 
item, and, consequently, that we were indebted to you upwards 
of 4000/. when we had calculated on a still larger balance in our 
own favour. This statement will at once explain the reason of the 
pecuniary difficulties we have been labouring under, and shew 
that, for the present, our utmost efforts will be required to save 
Ihe Society from utter ruin. These efforts we wilt cheerfully 
«tnake; and under the divine blessing, we hope to succeed in 
extricating our beloved Society from its embarrassments, and to 
be enabled, at length, to afford efficient aid to all our dear 
brethren united with us in the good work of evangelizing India. 
But it is evident that some time must elapse before we can 
Increase our expenditure, and that nothing would so effectually re- 
gard it as the continuance of disunion and distrust between the 
Society in England and their brethren at Serampore. To remove 
these for ever, is the object we have at heart in addressing to you 
this letter. May the God of peace condescend to honour the 
attempt with his blessing! 

'* 7. From various expressions in your late letters, we infer that 
you suppose our communications with you, and yours in reply, 
bave been published to the world. But, if this be your impres- 
sion, we are happy to undecieive you. Very few beyond the Com- 
mittee, and those only.among the well known friends of the Society^ 
Ikre acquainted with these particulars. Nothing has been pub- 
lished on this subject for general perusal, since the letter from 
Birmingham, in August, 1818, a copy of which was sent you at 
the time. We hope this statement will remove the uneasiness of 
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our dear Brother Carey, in reference to tlie hypathetteal clause 
terminatiag our (irst resolution. 

*' And now, dear brethren, having noticed, in succession, the va- 
rious particulars embraced in your late communications, it is 
time to bring this long letter to a close. We hope it will appear 
that we have fully met your variou;; causes of complaint, and that 
now no further obstacle exists to friendly co-operation. In a let- 
ter which brother Ward sent us from America, he insists much 
on the necessity of Serampore being entirely independent of tlie 
Society. As far as relates to your freedom from all control in. 
the management of your concerns, and the application and em- 
ployment of your funds, we have long ago conceded it. As to 
tlie choice •f coadjutors and successors in your labours, we have 
in this letter, taken in connexion with our preceding resolutions of 
Dec. 181Q, fully explained our opinion. If, however, by independ- 
ence, we are to understand a public and visible separation, by 
which we should become two distinct Societies, instead of being 
one as heretofore, this is a measure from which a sense of duty, 
both to the public and to you, prevents our becoming parties --a 
measure which we are fully persuaded will be exceedingly injuri- 
ous, not only to the * Baptist Mission in India,* but to the cause 
of Missions in general. 

*^ In commencing this letter, we earnestly intreated the exercise 
of christian candour in its perusal r but now, dear brethren, we 
wish to go farther. We wish to imitate the example you your- 
selves have set iis in your conciliatory interview with the junior 
brethren, and to request that whatever may have escaped us dur- 
ing the whole correspondence, of u nature calculated to excite 
painful or unbrotherly feelings, may be wholly forgotten. In fu- 
ture, let us follow the things which make for peace, and things 
wherel^y we may edify one another. Our season for activity in the , 
service of our blessed Master, is rapidly hastening away ; Ob, 
that not the smallest portion of it may henceforth be wasted in 
strife and contention ! Such is the earnest prayer of. 
Your affectionate brethren and fellow 
helpers in the Gospel, 

WILLIAM BURLS, Chairman. 

Joseph Guttbridgb, Joseph Ivimey, 

Benjamin Shaw» James Hoby, 

F. A. Cox, T. C. Edmonds, 

Edward Phillips, .W. B. Gurney, 

Joseph Kinghorn, Thomas Blundbll» 

James Lomax, William Newman, 

William Giles, Isaiah Birt, 

John Safpery, Joseph Hanson. 

c , . ) John Ryland. 
Secretaries, } j^^^ ^^^^^ 
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H. (page 41.) 

Letter sketched by the Rev. W. Ward, in 1821, for ike^ 
Committee to send to Serampore, 

** Dear Brethren, 

*' We have been very anxious, that dariDg the rm- 
dence of brother Ward in England, sach explanations might tak^ 
place relative to the unhappy differences between Serarapore and 
the Committee, as should completely remove in future ail fear o^ 
misunderstanding, 

" Be assured it is our united wish that Serampore and the 
Committee may be one and undivided. We hate no wish for con- 
trol over you. We are all brethren whose views respecting the 
objects of pi^rsuit are exactly the same. We approve of the transla- 
tions^of preaching, both by Europeans and natives-^of schools— 
of the College. On this head there is no discrepancy of opinion, 
and union in these objects is very desirable, very necessary both 
for us and you, or rather for the effectual furtherance of the 
cause. 

** You have, we fear, indulged undue suspicions of us, as 
though we wished to rule over you, or to distrust you in the use 
of the property you have voluntarily bought in the name of the 
Society, and on this account we wish to be most explicit in that 
of which we are now going to assure you. 
. '* We think you were, having acquired property, at en^re li^ 
berty, as far as the Society was concerned, to devote it to what 
uses you pleased, though by rule adopted by yourselves, jN^ir are 
bound to devote all your earnings to the cause of God. In this, 
however, the Society do not wish to interfere but by the way of 
advice and as friend s. 

** We do, therefore, as the Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, disavow all control over property not already given by 
yourselves to the Sopiety. 

'^ We disavow all wish to interfere, in any way, in the disburse- 
ment of what you may earn, and in the management of any part 
of the mission which has emanated from Serainpore. 

" And we assure you, dear brethren, t\iat while you disinterest- 
edly and faithfully devote your all to the mission, we shall never 
disturb you in the occupation of the property yon bought in the 
name of the Sopiety, or send any missionary of the Society to Se- 
rampore, unless at the express and particular wish of the Serara- 
pere brethren. 
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** We hope yov will assist \\s in all our plans so far as Ihey ap- 
prove themselves to you, and we shall most heartily assist you so 
ikr as they appear to us good, and as long as you adhere to the 
distinterested plan on which you set out. 

" Having, then, as we hope, removed all grounds of suspicion 
and heart-burning respecting our wishes and motions, we, in con- 
currence with brother Ward himself, and as the means of putting 
down for ever all evil reports, recommend to yoii the granting a 
veto to the Committee upon all future elections to the Union at 
Serampore ; this, while it leaves you the sole judges and choosers 
of your companions in labour, will always bind the electors to 
choose faithful men. We further recommend that you should place 
the other property, which you have devoted to ihe cause of God, 
in the bauds of a faithful trust, and then you will silence all those 
who would wish to say that you have departed from the disinte- 
rested principles upon which you set out. And, finally, we re- 
commettd, that you give to the Society a power to fill up the con- 
cern, if the surviving members neglect to do it for a certain pe- 
riod, and that you make the Society vour fiual heirs when the 
union shall -cease, or wish to dissolve themselves, af^er making a 
due provision for the widowii and orphans who may then be aur- 

" We think, dear brethren, that if you accept of these t^rms 
of unicMi, every difference may be made up, and that we may go 
on with renewed vigour and increasing comfort in the good cause. 
May the Great He^ of the Church himself unite us to one ano- 
ther, and to himself in a holy conBecration of all our persons to 
him,' and may wel from henceforward strive iogelhir for the pro- 
legation of the faith once delivered to the saints. 

" Favour us with your ideas on t|iese subjects, and be assured 
we are and wish to bie, uuit^d to you in the closest bonds." 



I. (page 44.) 

Reply of the Serampore Missionaries to the Explanatory 
^Letter from the Committee. 

« Dear Brethren, Serampore, Dec. 17, l»«l. 

" In September last we received a letter from you, 
dated April 25, 1821, purporting to be chiefiy a reply to a letter 
from Dr. Caie^ to Dr. Rvland, which is said to • refer at const- 
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derable length to the various points which have been so long un- 
der discussion between the Serampore brethren and yourselves i* 
and within these five days, to our astonishment, a printed copy 
has been handed to us of this very letter, with the following 
printed address appended : — 

• My Dear Sir, 

. * I have now the pleasure of transmitting for your tnformatioo, 
a copy of a letter to our Serampore brethren, which was unani- 
mously agreed to by the Committee assembled here on the 25th 
ultimo. 

I am, yours, cordially. 

May 4th, 18-21. John Dyer." 

** That an answer to a letter from one friend to another, written 
merely to convey his own individual opinion, should have been ii» 
any way addressed to the whole body, is to us matter of surprise. 
Had this private letter contained unjust charges against you, these 
ought to have been met in a private letter addressed to the writer 
alone. A communication from any body of men is supposed to . 
have been examined and carefully weighed by them all ; but what 
is written by an individual to an ancient friend, perhaps late at 
night after the labours of the day, is the unpremeditated expres- 
sion of his own feelings, not always revised, and, by brother 
Carey, seldom read a second time. To answer this, therefore, by 
a letter addressed to the whole body, was unkind both to him and 
to them. Had the Serampore brethren thus acted respecting pri- 
vate letters received from different members of the Committee, 
by some of them, in what circumstances would you have been 
placed 1 In this case too, brother Carey is treated with peculiar 
hardship: when he has solemnly expressed bis opinion in union 
with his brethren, he has, to use his own language, ' been es- 
teemed a mere dupe without principle, in the hand of others ; but 
the moment he writes to an ancient friend, to express his own 
ideas of the conduct of the Committee, he is esteemed the all 
in all among his brethren, and his private letter is made thekr 
public act.' 

'' Still less fair was it to treat such a letter as a full exposition 
of the business in question. When a public letter from the whole 
body lay by you, containing ten closely printed quarto pages, anct 
a printed statement of fourteen octavo pages drawn up by them 
two years after, and sent you for the express purpose of circula- 
tion, to make a private letter, written by an individual to a friend^ 
the basis of a reply, instead of these documents sanctioned by the 
lytiole body, was not likely to give a fair and complete view of the 
subject. But aftet* hdving sent this answer to the Serampore* 
brethren, to print and circulate it, when you knew that it was the* 
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imfy thing which had been thus circulated on the subject^ and 
even without appending a letter to which this professed to be an 
answer, they cannot but think was not acting towards them in an 
ingenuous manner. Had any thing been thus printed and circu- 
lated, reason required that it should at least have been an answer 
to their public documents in which they had fully stated their 
case, though these had not been appended ; but impartiality 
would have dictated that the documents themselves should have 
been printed and circulated as well as the answer, as without 
these, only one side of the question could he seen. To neglect 
these documents, therefore, and forming an answer to a private 
letter never sent or seen by the whole body, to circulate this 
without appending the letter itself, was bringing the Serampore 
brethren before the public in the most disadvantageous circum- 
stances. 

" Such has not been the conduct of the Serampore brethren to- 
wards you. As their public letter to you of September 26, 1017, 
was long (containing thrice the matter yours does,) they set it up 
in the smallest possible compass to save the labour of transcription, 
and sent a copy to each one of the Sub-Committee as they lived 
in different parts of the country. But yours was not printed for 
the previous perusal of the Committee ; for it was agreed to by 
them before it was printed. It was not printed that a copy might 
be sent to each one of the Serampore brethren, for, as they live 
on the same premises, and see each other many times every day, 
one written copy was quite suHiicient for them all, and that 
written copy had been sent them before this was printed and cir* 
culated ; nor indeed has a printed copy been sent them, although 
to them alone it could appertain. But although the Serampore 
brethren sent a copy to each of the seven members of the Sub- 
Committee, they did not send a copy to any relative or friend at 
home, or to any other member of the general Committee, or even 
to any christian friend or missionary brother in India. Yet had it 
not been for its probable effect on the character of the Committee 
and the interests of the Society, nothing could have been more 
advantageous to them. They knew that they had from the be- 
ginning endeavoured to act with all integrity and disinterestedness 
of mind, and felt assured that this would fully appear the moment 
they submitted their case to public view. But while they felt that 
their brethren in England, whom they had so long loved, had 
made an ungenerous return to them, they could not bear the 
thought of injuring the interests of the Society by making public 
what they thought ungenerous conduct in the men who conducted 
its affairs. They therefore preferred silence, thoti^h it subjected 
them to calumnies and misrepresentations which they knew would 
have been instantly dispelled by their circulating a simple state- 
ment of their own case, forbearing, lest they bhould injure the 
interests of the Society, by exposing to view ttie conduct of. their 
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brethx«a who Biiniagecl its affairs* tnd bdiaviag- tluit GodwoiM 
afipearior them widiout their vindiimtiag then^ves, whea thay 
forabore l^t it might iajure bis caase. Nor have they been dia^ 
appelated : He has appeared for theai* In India etery miat of ca^ 
Ittinay has been dispelled without their opening their months ia 
theif own behalf. 

*' Finrther, when ia January 1820, they, at the earnest request of 
brother Ward, then in England, drew up a atatemeat relative to 
their administration of the funds entrusted to them by the pubUo 
from the beginning, although they carefully avoided any refleoliott 
on yoUf or even any mention of conduct in you they eould not but 
disapprove ; they did not themselves publish this statement either 
in^Iodia or England, but committed the publishing of it to you, ia 
iiiU f^onfidence that you would do it for them."* How brethren than 
entrusted, could so completely suppress this statement, without 
hinting the least doubt respecting its aecuracy, as to withhold 
from Mrs. Marshmaii the few copies she took home to put iota 
the hands of any friend, and even to deny a single copy to Mr. 
Ward, at whose earnest request it had been drawn up, they cannot 
conceive. The best construction they could pot on this condoel 
wa^y that you wished nothing respecting the Serampore brethren 
to appear ia print. But while you thus stifled their statemeat^ 
your printing your own answer to a private letter, and even with« 
out the letter itself, seems so contrary to all the ideas which they 
have of brotherly kindness and godly simplicity, that they could 
scarcely believe it Imd been done, did not the printed copy of it 
lie before them. Had it been proper that any thing repeetiaf 
them should be circulated, why not their own statement drawn up 
with this view at the express request of brother Ward, after lie 
had been in almost every part of England 1 Had it been impro- 
per, why print this answer, which necessarily represents tliam in 
so partial and dbadvantageous a light. 

** This step, however, imposes a duty on them from which the 
fear of injuring the interests of that Society whose prosperity 
they have for so nwny years sought' to promote, has hitherto 
ivithheld them. The conduct of those to whom the interests of 
the Society arc committed, now convinces Ihem, however, that 
this fiear is groundless, and that to forbeai: any longer would be 
injurious to religion. Equity requires indeed tliat a reply coih 
taining a full and faithful statement of things as they really are^ 
should he circulated as wklely as your present letter. In doing* 
this, the Serampore brethren conceive they shall do service to the 
asembers of the Committee themselves ; for as only* seven coptea 
of their printed letter of September 1817, were sent home, they 
apprehend that every one of the fifty brethren v»ho compose the 
Committee may not be fully acquainted with its contents, if all the 
sixteen are whose names are appended to this letter. 

** Id brother Carey's private letter, to which yoars is aa aaawer* 
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be iell» kis teclenl friend, Diu Ryland; tkat he never cantcroMUd 
tlie serweni of bis brethrcD in England, but as their kreiker, in^ 
tending to support hitnseif the moment be found the means, and 
of c^nrie poflsessing the same rights as a man and a christian ai 
Ihey tfaemseWes. That the brethren who followed broUiep Catey 
eould not have come out even with the expectation of being sup-* 
ported by yon, must be evident from a foot with which yon onght 
to be well acquainted. Before thej embariied, a memorandmri 
was delivered to them, in the hand -writing of the venerable Sut^ 
eWS; informing them, that towards the support of the six brethren, 
Carey, Fountain, Marshman, Ward, Grant, and Brunsdon, whK 
their families, the Society could only contribute the annual sum of 
d&hL, which is 16/. less than one brother in Calcutta draws from 
your funds for himself and his household. When they thus came 
to India then, had they previously covenanted that even FnlTer, 
Sntcliff, and Rylaad should be their owners, and the proprietor^ 
of all the product of their labour l No such thing was expressed 
or even hinted on either side, nor had they the most distant idea 
that they did not come forth' possessed of all the rights of men 
and christians equally with their brethren who remained at home.' 
Tbey arrived in India, and brother Carey joined them in Seram- 
pore; and the first step they took, demonstrated that they did not 
tsteem the product of their own labour the property of the Com- 
mittee at home, nor even the salaries they paid their missionaries. 
foother Carey brought with bim various articles to the value of 
200/., which he had purchased while receiving a salary from the 
Society. Did he deem these the property of the Society ? Did 
the newly arrived brethren t So far were both he and they from 
this, that they deemed them his property, and as such ultimately 
paid him the 200/. from the product of their united labour. If 
then the principle be ju^t on the score of which they have beeii 
harrassed these four or fivQ yeafs, brother Carey was then gtdlty 
of fraud, and the Serampare brethren commenced their union by 
sanctioning unrighteousness. * ' 

** They now determined to form a voluntary association which 
should include a common stock, common to themselves alone how^ 
ever; and with which they never suffered anyone but themselves 
to interfere. In forming this union, did they {previously consult 
their brethren at home, or ask them with whom they should thus 
unite ? Did they send them the rules they had formed for their 
ratificiitton ? They did not. They knew that they alone had a 
right to form the union and to lay down and alter its rules ; And 
they sieilt an account of all they did to their brethren at home as 
to fellow helpers in the work of God. Being thus united, did they 
for the first few years draw for their support the 360/. annually 
which they might have drawn ? They did not. By dint of a frugality 
which almost endangered their health, they supported themselves 
by their labour even the first year, and entreated tlieir brethren to 
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enlarge the mission on every side : and at the end of five years^ 
of ISfiOOL which had been expended in the mission, schools, 
printing the scriptures, &c. the brethren at home ^had sent out 
only 5,740/. Ms. 6</., the rest being furnished by the labour of 
the Serampore brethren, as you may see by turning to yoI. iii* 
p. 24 of the Periodical Accounts. ' The expenses attending the 
purchase of large premises at Serampore, building premises at 
Cutwa, and beginning business there, the translating and printing 
expenses also of large heavy works, free schools. &c« added to so 
large a family ; all this God has provided for comparatively with 
a small proportion of help from England : for our whole expendi- 
ture has not been less than 13,000/., and we have had from Eng- 
land in money, goods, &c, not more than 6,740/. 175. 6d. during 
the five years that we have been at Serampore.* 

"It was within or about this period, that the Serampore brethren 
purchased the premises on which they now reside, amounting to* 
gelher to sicca rupees 30,200, or 3,775/. sterling. To pay for 
these, did they draw on the Society's funds at home] Instead of 
this, they took all the private property possessed by each indivi- 
dual of the union, and then borrowed of various friends around 
them. But they did not borrow these sums in the name of the 
Society ; they made themselves alone responsible for all the sums 
they thus borrowed, and repaid them from the product of their 
labour, although this kept them fettered with debt above seven 
years after their union. In purchasing these premises therefore 
they neither consulted their brethren at home, nor made them re- 
sponsible for a farthing of the price. Nor did their brethren give 
them the least direction or hint relative to the writings or the 
trusteeship, nor did they ask them for any such direction. They 
considered the whole as their own business, and acted therein 
wholly of themselves. As their object was of course to secure 
a quiet dwelling to themselves, while labouring to promote the 
cause of God around them, and to their widows and orphans 
after them ; and yet to prevent the. premises becoming private 
property, or their being sold by those they might hereafter unite 
with them, they reserved to themselves tbe trusteeship, and vested 
the right of property in the Society at home, thinking that their 
retaining the trusteeship would prevent them, or those they might 
choose as their successors and the guardians of their families, from 
being disturbed in the occupation of them as long as they devoted 
to the cause of God in India a sum equivalent to the net rent of 
these premises, and their vesting the right of property in the 
Society prevent the premises becoming private property in any 
one of their families, or their being sold by their successors. In 
doing this, however, they had no idea of making any donaticm to 
tbe Society at home ; they did not regard them as needing any 
such thing, all their funds, which had now doubled since they 
came out, being intended for India. Nor had they tlie least ex- 
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pectation that their brethren in England would ever attempt to 
interfere with them in the trusteeship or the management of theae 
premises. Had any suspicion of this kind risen in their minds 
indeed, they should have settled the writings in a diflerent man- 
ner ; but it was impossible for them to harbour such a suspicion 
of Fuller, Sutcliff, and Ryland. Such then was the arrangement 
they voluntarily made respecting these premises. Whether it was 
wise or the reverse, is not the question ; as it was the will of the 
purchasers, who possessed the exclusive right to dispose of them^ 
it was in its own nature decisive. 

** As they have already intimated, their stock and their affairs 
being common alone to the members of their union, while they 
received every missionary brother from Europe with all affection, 
they managed the affairs of this union themselves, as they thought 
no one had any right to interfere in them till elected a member. 
In 1807, as there were several brethren from Europe with them, 
they thought it best to fix in what manner a new member of* their 
union should be elected, and agreed that, after a satisfactory trial 
as to disposition and ability, the election should be made by the 
candidate's signifying to them in writing his wish to unite with 
them, and their testifying to him in writing their acceptance of 
him as a member of their body. In this manner they soon after 
elected brother Rowe who had been with them above two years, 
and who remained a member of their body till his leaving Seram- 
pore. But they neither consulted their brethren at home in 
forming this rule, nor respecting their election of brother Rowe. 
They considered both these acts so exclusively their own business, 
that they gave them no formal information of either the one or 
the other. 

** In 1809, there were no less than eight European brethren with 
their families supported from the funds of the Society, the direc- 
tion of which they had from the beginning earnestly requested the 
Serampore brethren to retain. This they had done, and had 
hitherto exercised precisely the same control over them as over 
their own funds. Finding, however, that it was unpleasant for 
brethren to exercise this control over funds neither originated by 
their labor, nor entrusted to them by the public, they separated 
them entirely from their own, as their brethren in England still 
wished them to act as their agents respecting them ; and from a 
principle of conscience, never received a book or an ounce of 
medicine from England without carrying the price to the Society's 
funds in their hands. 

" After making this arrangement relative to their own funds, in 
doing which they neither consulted the Committee at home, nor 
even formally acquainted them therewith, they ever after kept 
them perfectly distinct from those sent out to be expended by 
them in the name and on the behalf of the Society ; and after 
meeting their own expenses at Serampore, applied them to the 
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Mpliort- of bvethren raised up iii IiiiUa, whom, a» the CommitAee 
«t home iiad neitiier lent forth nor accepted as miBHoiiarieSy Ibej 
thought it wrong to place on their funds ; and ia such other ways 
as appeared most liMy to support the cause io lodia. In doing 
this, they :did not keep the nanagement of their funds wholly in 
their own hands through want of love to other brethren, but be-» 
eause they thought it the dictate of common sense that those who 
originated funds possessed an exclusive right over them. That 
.their ideas on this subject might be fully known, they, a few months 
after the arrival of brethren Johns and Lawson in 1812, distinctly 
•nfovmed them, that they thought no one had any thing to do with 
their affairs, unless elected by them a member of their body, till 
which time they considered tbose brethren who might be at Se* 
nmpore, merely as probationers or guests. Although this was 
.well understood by the European brethren who afterwards arrived, 
jio one ever hmted to them any doubt respecting the justness of 
Ihis principle. 

** The Serampore brethren, as already hinted, while they ap* 
plied the funds which the Society still requested them to take 
charge of on their behalf wholly to the support of European bve* 
thren, from 16)0, devoted their own to the support of bretbrea 
Tailed up in India, as the brethren Carapeit ia Jessore, aad after- 
wards at Surat, Petruse in Jessore, John Peter in Orissa, Thomp- 
son at Patna, and since at Delhi, De Cruz at Goaraalty, De Bniya 
mi Chittagong, Thomas in Jessore, Smith at Benares, Mackintosh 
4it Allahabad) Leonard at Dacca, Peacock at Chittagoag, aad 
others elsewhere, in whose support or in the expenses of the Sta- 
tions they occupy, not a farthing, of money collected in England 
for missions, has in reality been expended to this day. To these 
ms^ be added the native brethren scut forth to itinerate among 
•their own countrymen, whom they supported wholly, till certain 
'friends at home generously took each on himself the support of 
<a native itinerant in India. And they now ask you, whether, io 
sending forth these brethren, and forming those atatiofis, they 
ever. consulted the/ Committee? and whether, in supporting then 
they have not acted as independently of you as though they had 
been a distinct Society^ with this exception, that the love they 
•b^re to you and the cause made them sink all mention of them- 
selves in doing this, and send the news of all they did, home, as 
though done by yon, for the sake of increasing your funds. Ia 
^addition to this, the Serampore brethren, to ease you, took oa 
themselves from the beginning the support of the widows of yoiff 
'missionary brethren. Fountain, Grant, Brunsdon, and BiiB, till 
they 'were again married ; and of the orphans of the sisters Gmo^ 
Marddn, and fiobiBson, some of whom are with them to this day, 
not Buffering a farthing of the money you sent out for misaiQasto 
•be expended on them ; but in doing this, did they consult you, or 
even meBtk>n io you tjieur intention? 
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, ** Cii^metanoes also conslraintfd them to make es^ertiotis M 
ihe spread of thegospeU and the diffusion of knowledgpe aJN)ttnd 
thetn, wkick they coakl never have attempted had they not felt 
ihemaelves perlectly independent in the management of tbetr own 
concerns. As early as 1803, the practicability of making a vior- 
aion, art least, of the New Testamen?t, in the various languages' of 
lodia, appeased to them so clear, that they set about the work 
without consulting any one ; nor did they publish their plan, tiU 
such progress was made in the Hindee, MabraHa, and Orissa, as 
leiifc no doubt respecting its being practicable. In doing this, tbe!f 
knew ihey must incur much expense, which they could never 
charge upon the public, particularly in the formation of various 
founts of types, ^aiid their endeavour to procure a durable kind of 
paper, without which the versions would, in a few years, disap*^ 
pear, through the copies becoming a prey to. insects, as was the 
case with all paper then made in India. In thus doing, did they 
previously seek permission or direction fr<»n their brethren in the 
Connsittee at home l Yet tliey could nut, as faithful men, have 
sunk above 80,000 rupees, in these preparatory steps, without 
such permission, had they considered their own labour as belong-^ 
tng to^auy beside themselves. And that they did not thus pre^ 
viously consult the Committee, ^ou well know ; for some of jou^ 
even to this day, scarcely know tliat tbey ever thus expended 
yiese sums. Moreover, when, on communicating what they had 
done in translations, to Fuller, Sutcliff, Ryland, and their col- 
leagues in the Committee, they received with gratitude their so«- 
lemn assurance that they would never forsake them in this work, 
but, as their ibllow helpers, assist them therein to the utmost of 
their power, they still held themselves responsible for the.appHca^ 
tiou of the sums subscribed for translations, either in Britain or 
America, winch suihciently appears from the various memoirs re- 
specting the translations they have from time to time published. 

*' For some "years after they had settled at Be rampote, there 
urns no dissenting interest in Calcutta. Being generously urged 
by certain friends of religion, in the Established Church, to open 
% place for worship tliere, from the hope that some might attend, 
who then wholly aegiected divine worship, the brethren opened a 
place in 1803, the rent of which, 144/. annually, they paid them- 
selves the iirst year. In 1807, they attempted the erection of a 
pla^eof worship, and in 1809, opened the present diapel in the 
LsM Btasaar, capable of seating .between foor and five hundred 
persons. But, as this was begun. as a chapel for various denomi- 
VfttisnSy the labour and expense of erecting the building fell 
•Ivtiolly on them, and after eifery exertion to raise funds in the 
Ibeii infant state of things in Calcutta, they were obliged to 
advance about 2000/!. to ftnish the building, which, as the cause 
of mligiMi required it, they did eheerfuUyf«and which there is no 
prospect of theif ever realising. But could they, as faithful men, 
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iiave acted tbiis with' mon'^y they- €«peiid^-iir beh^^ 
— and thisiwltb'out coDsuking them, oir eveu iaformiftg them. of the 
traniiaetioii ? *'A8 hoiiestiuen they couid not have done ttus, ^ad 
they not considered themselves perfectly independent in the ma- 
nagem^t of their affairs. 

*•' The establishment of this tntefest at Calcutta, however, was 
not yvitbout its fruit ; among other things, it originated the Bene- 
volent Institution for the instruction. o£ indigent Christian Children, 
the first collection for which was made at the chapel, December 
25, 1809, with the hope of instructing fifty of these children. Suck 
a blessing has since rested on these endeavours, that while more 
than 200 of these children are instructed in Calcutta, branches of 
the institution have extended to Serampore, to Dacca, and to 
Chittagong, where they embrace nearly all the indigent Christiaa 
children to be found in these towns. Had not the Serampore 
brethren felt themselves completely independent in conducting 
their affairs, however, they could not have ventured to raise this 
institution. In addition to various expenses brought on them by 
every institution in which they have been engaged, which they 
-V .could not charge to the public, they knew that they should have 
to adcance a large sum of money, which they were by no means 
.certain of again realizing. In the first two years, the institution 
was nearly 4000 rupees in debt, which sum they had advanced 
from month to month ; and before the liberality of the public had 
cleared off this debt, the increase of the school rendered the erec- 
tion of. a school roojm necesisaxyt ^9^^"!^^^ ^^ ^^ which, it would 
have^l^en. imprudent to ask the publiqi^. ./Pheiy therefore pur- 
.(diased grouiid, aind'erected the present schio&l room, themselves, 
at. an expense of about 12,000 rupees, letting it to the institutioii 
•at a moderate.'rent. . Happily, the liberality of the public towards 
them has been so great within the last five years, as to. admit of 
their transferring the whole . of these premises to the institutipn. 
Qui this was altogether matter of unoertainty, and, as faithftil 
men, they could never have incurred the risk, with any funds, for 
ithe application of which they deemed themselves accountable to 
^ body of men in Europe, particularly without previously con,- 
sulting them ; and this^ if you were then in the Committee, you 
Jsnow they never did. ... : . . . 

" In 1816, having matured a \yl%n for native schools, and opened 
A Dumber at their own risk, they published * Hints relative to an 
^ lostitution . for supportiag Native Schools;' which were, so well 
received, that, in a few weeks, nearly a 10(K>i. werje seiflt them 
^ for the institution, to which, they added 375/. annually, lis their 
own ..subscription. Respecting this, did they previously consttlt 
lyou 7 Did they subscribe this on behalf of the Society 1 Such 
an idein^vei: entered >jn to their minds. They did . the whole in 
Afaeir own names, whitth they could not have done as honest D)en» 
^ad they- not consider^ themselves really indej[>endent. 
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I 
*' In the midst of these efforts, it pleased God to visit them (in 
1812) with a fire, which, ia a few hours, consumed, in paper, 
t^pes, and office furniture, what had cost them many years to 
purchase. As they had expended, in attempts to proinote the 
gospel around them, the profits of their labour, as fast as realized, 
they were now involved in very great distress. In these circum- 
stances, the public of Britain, with a generosity they can never 
forget, in a few weeks, more than repaired their loss, which sum 
Mr. Fuller sent them out within twelve months after the fire. Of 
this they took only the amount of their loss, 8750/. the rest, some- 
thing below 2000/. they carried to the fund for translations, agree- 
ably to Mr. Fuller's engagement with tlie public. Further, though 
the Serampore brethren had, in the beginning of 1810, separated 
their own funds from those committed to them for the support of 
their European brethren, in behalf of the society, they did rfot 
permit these brethren to suffer any inconvenience. The fact is, 
that from 1800 to 1816, of the 45,724/. collected in England for 
the mission, according to the Periodical Accounts, above 21,000/. 
having been spent at home, and in the out-fits and voyages of the 
missionary brethren to India, the sum sent to the Serampore bre- 
thren, to be disbursed on account of their mission, amounted to 
little more than 24,000/. Of these 24,000/., it has been already 
4said, that 5740/. were sent prior to 1805. The sum applied to 
the support of the European brethren, in the twelve years, from 
1805 to 1816, therefore, was somewhat more than 18,000/. But 
of this sum more than 5000/. were expended in out-fits and 
voyages to America, by Brother Biss and familv ; to England, by 
brother Johns ; and lo Rangoon, Java, and deylon, by various 
brethren ; in inland journies, and in the purchase! <&c, of premises 
at Cutwa, Digah, Rangoon, and Java. For the support of the 
European brethren in these twelve yesirs, therefore, there could 
remain only 13,060/. But, if we estimate the support of these 
brethren with their families, (on the average from eight to nine 
during that period,) and their common missionary expenses at 
only 2400/. annually, which is far below the sum the same num- 
ber of brethren have since cost you ; this, in these twelve years, 
will amount to nearly 20,000/. It is evident, therefore, that in 
this period, above 15,000/. were either advanced or saved to the 
Society, by the Serampore brethren, in the support of European 
brethren alone ; a sum far greater than they received, through you, 
from the public, to repair their loss by the fire in this period. 
Nothing then can be more evident, than that the support of the 
Asiatic brethren, the purchase of the premises at Serampore, the 
expense of repairing and enlarging them, of the printing stock, 
<for every article of which they scrupulously paid you,) and of 
every thing else at Serampore, in addition to tbtft Serampore bre- 
thren's own support, have been furnished inde|)endently of the 
funds collected by you for the mission. ' 

N 
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*^ In May, 1815, the excellent Fnller haviog entered into the 
joy of his Lord, the Serampore brethren, aware how esaential it 
was to your interests that you should take the management of your 
fonds into your own hands, and thinking that dothing would tend 
more to the wise management of them than your having the state 
of your funds constancy under your own eye, as the Serampore 
brethren had theirs, wrote yoo, immediately on receiving 
inteiygence of the death of their venerable coUeagne in England, 
a letter dated Oct. 28, 1815, intreating yoa to take wholly into 
your own hands the regulation and payment of the brethren's sala- 
ries who were supported by you, and urging the following reasoned. 
1. Missionary brethren, according to the gospel and the constitu- 
tion of our churches, are independent of each other ; but when 
Ihey receive their salaries from each other, a kind of influence 
may be exercised over them, highly detrimental to the good of 
the cause. 2. The Committee's regulating and paying, through a 
house of agency in Calcutta, the salary of each Missionary they 
support, would bring before them the exact state of their financ^, 
and enable them to see how far they could extend their future 
efforts. 3. Brethren employed ought to give an account of thefr 
labours immediately to those who support them, that they may 
give to the public a satisfactory account of their stewardship. 4. 
Although in expending funds furnished by the public a certain 
degree of control is necessary, this can never be exercised 
by one Mbsionary brother over another but at the expense of har- 
mony and brotherly love ; this naturally vests the power of regu- 
lating their salaries in the Committee, who are responsible to thie 
public, and renders it impossible to be lodged with safety else- 
where. They added, that respecting brethren raised up in India, 
they would not only superintend them, but support as many of 
them from their own funds as their other calls would permit; that 
they would assist, with their advice, both the Committee at home, 
jand any brother they might send out, provided it did not interfere 
with the Committee's province of direction and control ; and that 
they could never cease to care for the good of the mission while 
here below. 

** It was to this public letter that yours from Oxford, of De- 
cember 31, 1816, was an answer, and the only answer they ever 
Teceived ; and so far was it from being an answer to any private 
letter just received from brother Ward, that it did not make the 
least mention of any such letter. To that private letter, indeed, 
had you wished it, a kind answer could have been sent to him 
alone, with the utmost ease; and reason dictated that no other 
answer could have been proper. But, to their public one, of Oct, 
S8» 1816, this was a full answer, and such an answer as they never 
•especled to receive. It contained, as yon say, * various resolu- 
tionsy tending to invest the Serampore brethren with the direction 
of the Society's affairs in India,' the very thing they regarded «s 
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rniddus Co the Society's affkirs, and the destruction of harmony 
and love among the Missionary brethren, if exercised by any bro^ 
ther whatever. But it added, that their devoting the product of 
their labsonr to the support of the brethren raised up in India, was 
to be considered as ' only a minor regulation ;' and they were 
dhrectiid to undertake this * tfi behalf of the Society.^* They were 
then requested to surrender the trusteeship of the premises they 
had purchased to the Committee in England, by placing it in the 
bands of eight members of the Committee, whose names were 
given them^ and to whom they were directed to add thdr owrt 
three names. This letter was signed, * in behalf of the Committee,* 
l^y the Secretary, Dr. Ryland. 

** You wiH see, from hence, that the account you have given of 
this letter is far from being correct.. It seems, indeed, that the 
toother who drew it up was scarcely at all acquainted with the 
cireumstances which preceded the letter. The whole was * offi- 
cial,' and was a direct * communication* from the Committee.' 
And the assertion, that * when you proposed eight Trustees in 
England, you knew not how many nright exist in India,* refuted 
itself; for it was expressly requested that only fAree should be 
added to the eight in England. To suppose the Committee igno- 
rant of the effect of this large majority of trustees in England, in 
making the Serampore brethren's occupying the premises depend 
entirely on their good pleasure, and thus placing them in a state 
of the most abject subjection to them in all their other affairs, is 
only to deny to those who projected and carried this measure 
that common share of thought and rejection) which would have 
seen, in a moment, its unavoidable effect. All present at this 
meeting of the Committee, however, were not thus deficient in 
reflection. A few weeks after, the brethren received a letter from 
one of the most eminent among them, expresshig, in the strongest 
terms, his disapprobation of the measures then taken, and his 
leafs for the consequences when your letter should reach India. 
The astoalshraent of the Serampore brethren, on recei^^^ing it,' ic« 
deed, can be moreeasily conceived than described. That brethren', 
merely united with them in a religious connection, the only basis 
of which is voluntary choice, and which is dissolved the moment 
the parties feel this matter of duty, should thus set up claims over 
them and the product of their labour, -which no parent has ovef 
the labour of his aduk son, claims possessed only by a man ovet 
the labour of the slave he may have bought with his money, and 
this over brethren who had contributed a greater sum towards the 
expellees of the Mission in India than they had sent from Eng^- 
land, did seem an ungenerous return. 

** Had' they been at all in doubt respecting the Committee'9 
Jaying the same claim to their funds as to those subscribed in 
England, however, this would have been removed by the }auguage 
o# bi^ren around them. A few weeks after, when they had 
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occasion to make a small donation from their funds, it was hinted 
that they had no right to do this from the product of their lahour» 
as it belonged to the Committee at home, who could dispose of it 
as they chose. This was repeated to them from various quarters ; 
and one brother wrote to Mr. Ward on the subject in a tone which 
induced him to reply, that (with the exception of the right of pro- 
perty in the premises) the Committee had not a farthing at Seram- 
pore': which, indeed, was strictly true, as the Serampore brethren 
bad conscientiously paid for every article sent to them from Eng- 
land, and faithfully expended in the Mission all the funda com- 
mitted to their care. The mind of no brother was more deeply 
affected with your letter. In a note he then addressed to the 
other two brethren, he describes it ' as having nearly dissolved 
the union at Serampore.' He had, in fact, serious doubts whether 
it was not now become his dpty to give up the Mission, and retire 
to America. These circumstances sufficiently shew that this letter 
was no answer to any he had ever sent to England. 

" While the Serampore brethren could not but feel the demand 
made to the trusteeship ungenerous, they were constrained to 
regard it as unrighteous. They had purchased the premises 
without the Society's direction, and paid for them without their 
help ; and while they vested the right of property in the Society, 
to prevent their being sold, they had reserved the Trusteeship to 
themselves, to secure their quiet occupation of them. To demand 
that of them, therefore, which they had never given to the Soci- 
ety, was an action which they could not deem just. But the Trus- 
teeship of the premises formed so small a part of the question, that 
had not this step gone to render them dependent on brethren in 
England liable to be misled by calumny and misrepresentation, 
for even another hour's quiet occupation of them, they should have 
complied with the request. Had a small number of trustees ia 
England, been named, instead of so great a majority, they should 
not have hesitated. It was the claim made on their labor, and to 
9i right of interference in their affairs, that they deemed so un- 
righteous, as it reduced them to a situation in which no Briton 
had been placed since the abolition of that villenage, which rendered 
the peasant the property of his feudal lord ; a claim, however, 
which the Committee could enforce at pleasure when they had 
the trusteeship in their own hands, as they should never have gone 
to law with brethren, if once requested by them to quit the pre- 
mises they had themselves purchased. 

In these circumstances, it was matter of serious thought, whe- 
ther it was not their duty at once to quit these premises, and. rent 
others on which they might, in perfect freedom from all future 
claims from a Committee in England, continue to devote them- 
selves to the cause of God in India as they had hitherto done. 
But circumstances then were widely different from what they ara 
at present. Since, then, Divine Providence has given them con- 
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tiguous premises both on the right and the left, much larger thati 
these, to which they can, at any time, remove, among which are 
the Royal premises next to them on the left, graciously presented 
by His Danish Majesty to the three senior brethren and their suc- 
cessors chosen by themselves, in trust for the college, which 
include three acres of ground. Then, however, all these were in 
other bands and fully occupied ; so that the nearest which would 
suit their purpose were at a full quarter of a mile distant ; and as 
a removal of all their business and their large family to such a dis- 
tance would naturally excite such enquiry into the reason as might 
be injuiious to the interests of the Society and the cause of God, 
they at length determined to take no step of the kind, but to 
rely wholly on Him who had hitherto helped them. 

'* Not feeling it right to account themselves transgressors in all 
they had hitherto attempted for the cause of God in India, how- 
ever, and still less to put themselves under a yoke which would 
destroy all their future usefulness, at a time when India opened 
to them a wider field than ever, they determined to write fully and 
decidedly to the Committee on the subject. At this juncture, th6 
wisdom and firmness of brother Carey were of the utmost value. 
He declared that he never came out to India as the servant of the 
Society to originate property for them, that he had never sur- 
rendered to them the least of his rights as a man, and that in con- 
tributing the product of his labour to the cause of God, or in his 
choice of those with whom he wished to associate for this purpose, 
no man on earth had a right to interfere, and to such interference 
from brethren in England he would never submit. That on this 
principle of independence the Serampore brethren had really 
acted from the beginning ; and it now became their indispensable 
duty to inform their brethren at home, that, while supporting 
themselves, they and the brethren at home were co-workers in the 
cause of God, possessing not the least right over each other. He 
added, that while he inviolably adhered to the arrangement vesting 
the right of property in the premises in the Society, he deemed 
your requesting the trusteeship an unrighteous demand, to which 
he would never accede. 

" While all the Serampore brethren thought these ideas per- 
fectly just, so far were they from « adopting this measure precipi- 
tately,' that they occupied no less than three months in delibe- 
rating thereon, and weighing the letter they sent you, that every 
expression might exactly accord with truth and righteousness. In 
this letter, they traced the Missionary connexion to first princi- 
ples, and shewed that their revered brethren Fuller, Sutcliif, and 
the rest, knowing that every christian, whether a Missionary or 
not, is accountable to God n>r the application of his own labour, 
which, if he delegates to others, he is still accountable to GoJ for 
their conduct, and never constrained them to exchange a line with 
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them on Ibis subject, nor intimated any thing to them but tbe 
)iigbest approbation of their conduct. . They moreover iofonned 
you, that, on this principle, the Serampore brethren had invari^ 
ably acted towards the Asiatic brethren they support, the momeo| 
any one of them could support himself, leaving him wholly to hi« 
own will in the application of his labour to the cause of God ; and 
that had they said to such brethren ' as we hate sent you forth and 
•hitberto supported you, the product of your labour is ours^ and 
.subject to our control,' their pleasing themselves with such a vain 
shadow of domiuion would have tended to alienate their minds, t# 
destroy the character of the Serampore brethren, and greatly to 
injure the cause of God. They also shewed you that your setting 
up such an unrighteous claim must be ruinous to the cause in In* 
dia, as you could, in that case, transfer these claims to others on 
the spot, authorizing them, at pleasure, to enter on property tbt 
Committee called their own, which would open sueh a field f^t 
misrepresentation and intrigue at home, and for distrust, disunion^ 
injustice, and plunder abroad, as would end in the entinctioB of 
every exertion for the advancement of the Missionary cause. 

** That this claim is, in its nature, totally unfounded, has, iii« 
deed,, since been shewn by the conduct of the Calcutta brethren^ 
and the voice of the public. In the beginning of this year, some 
disagreement led to a separation amoug them, when the brother 
about to separate, insisted, that, as a surplus of 18,000 rupees had 
been accumulated since his union with them, about two y^ars and 
^ine months, he had a right to his share of the surplus. To this, 
had they adhered to the principle, that all belongs to the Society, 
there would have been but one answer, ' This money is neither 
purs nor yours ; it belongs to the Society, without the permission 
of whose Committee we dare not pay you a farthing of it.' For 
this, indeed, there would have been some appearance of reasoDj 
as, in these two years and nine months, they had received firom the 
Society more than 20,000 rupees towards their support. Instead 
of adhering to this principle, however, they called in, as arbitra- 
tors, four respectable men of business in Calcutta, merchanta and 
others, of whom three were pious, who, (as we have heard fron 
various and unquestionable testimony,) finding the sum of 16,000 
rupees accumulated by them, declared it their joint property, 
and, as such, awarded one-sixth of it, 3000 rupees, to Mr. Adam^ 
which was accordingly paid him. This sufiiciently shews what 
the |)ublic opinion is respectiiig money paid by a Society, to any 
Missionary whatever, and much more Usspecting the product of 
i^ny one's own labour* 

'* The Serampore brethren also thought it their duty to set before 
you the injustice and the evil consequences of any interference 
with their choice of co-adjutors in their voluntarv union. It alike 
threatened the destruction of their public usefulness, and Ibeir 
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domestic comfMi, rioce these co-adjutors must unite in all (heir 
]ai>ODrs, share all their Gounselst and after their decease, be left to 
notirish their widovrs and orphans, or turn them out on public 
c^harity as might seem gooa in their eyes. As the brethren had 
never suffered Fuller, Sutcliff, and the rest of their colleagues, to 
exercise such interference howciver, they could not feel it their 
duty to permit it in any other Committee : hence they informed 
you, that such interference in their afiairs they should deem not 
only an infringement of their liberty as christians, but a violation 
of their rights as men ; and that while they had never given you 
any right over the funds they originate, they had never placed 
ihem at the disposal of your excellent predecessors in the Commit- 
tee ; but that it was their wish to remain united with you in their 
work as much as were two sister churches at home led by the i^irit 
of Christ, nay as much as were the first and great promulgators 
i3i the gospel, Peter, and James, and John, and Paul. They con- 
cluded with the following ideas, * It is love that unites.' What 
but the strongest love has made us continually enter into your 
cares when scarcely able to bear up under the weight of our own ? 
What bnt this has made us labour to collect for you from our 
Asiatic as well as European brethren every degree of intelligence 1 
to set the cause before the public in the clearest and strongest 
light t to care constantly for the faithful and wise expenditure of 
your funds, and to help you in every way we have been able? 
Iff every thing that can advance the cause of God in India we 
are with you as Brethren and Fellow-helpers^ even to live and 
to die with you ; though not in any other character even for an 
hour. Nor can any thing interrupt our most cordial and efficient 
co-operation, but your refusing our co-operation, unless we will 
become your dependents and vassals ; but of thus sinning againat 
all the laws of equity and love we are sure you are incapable now 
things are fully laid before you. Nothing, beloved brethren, has 
caused us distress like this letter of yours ; nothing ever so strongly 
threatened the complete destruction of the mission. It found us 
prel>aring for you a review of the mbsion ; but after this letter 
from our brethren we had no more spirit to proceed. The spirit 
of the oldest among us began to break. It had borne up against 
every thing from enemies ; but this from brethren, it seemed un- 
able to sustain. For a moment the cause appeared hopele&s, thus 
borne down and overwhelmed by ii» friends, hitherto the centre of 
our atfections next to God himself. Union, which as the means 
had originated all things at Serampore, appeared vain and even 
dangerous, and it was on the point of being dissolved for ever, 
mid all our unfinished labours were about to cease, had not the 
God of mercy and righteousness enabled us to roll our weighty 
burden upon him,, and discern the course by which alone the mis- 
sion could , be saved from impending ruin. We moorn, beloved 
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brethren, that such a letter as this should have been requisite, and 
have written with feelings of grief and anguish never before exjie- 
rienced. We cannot forget how we have laboured for yo>u in every 
way, sinking our own names entirely, that the advantage might 
accrue to you. Have we committed an offence in thus abasing 
ourselves that ye might be exalted, that we should receive such a 
recompence ? We in treat you, beloved brethren, for k>ve*s sake, 
to lay aside this spirit of domination for ever. The attempt, re- 
peated, may destroy that love which has so long existed between 
us, while the solid ruck does not more firmly resist the wave, than 
we shall resist every attempt at interference with onr union, our 
funds, or the premises originated by us for the mission at Serami- 
pore. — Finally, beloved brethren, we live for the sake of planting 
the Gospel in India. The work is dearer to us than life, and 
never to be abandoned but with life itself. In your endeavours to 
promote this object, you may be certain of finding us for ever 
with you, to the utmost extent of our power, as may every friend 
of God and man, by whatever name or denomination he may be 
known.' 
. ** After writing in this affectionate and decided manner, the 
Serampore brethren neither expected nor intended to engage in 
any further discussion on this subject. They knew that, if nothing 
of this spirit were indulged, they should never hear another sylla- 
ble on the subject ; and that the utmost harmony and love would 
continue to prevail, while they mutually acted as brethren and 
fellow helpers. To secure this, no repeated meetings of the Coni'- 
mittee were necessary, and stili less any journey to India. Five 
lines, in a proper spirit, would have set every thing right, nothing 
more was necessary than to say, * You are our brethren and fellow 
workers in the gospel ; we have no more right over you than you 
have over us, and we will no more attempt to interfere with your 
affairs than you do with ours.' Aud after this letter, any one who 
knew them, might easily have foreseen, that no other answer 
would make the least impression in their minds. 

" It has been with grief and pity that they have observed Vhe 
weak attempts which have been since made, to bring against 
them, detached expresidous from private letters written many 
years ago, in circumstances totally different. Had they, indeed, 
when their confidence in Fuller, Sutcliff, and Ryland, knew no 
bounds, as their affection for the Serampore brethren .knew 
none, delegated to them such control over all their affairs, vansH 
they do the same to men who have not sufficient affection for 
them, or confidence in them, to leave in their hands the trustee- 
ship of their own gift ? But the fact is, that they never did this, 
of which their conduct for so long a course of years affords unde- 
niable proof. They devoted themselves to the cause of God, and 
to one another for its sake, and through rich mercy they have in« 
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variably cbntioued thus to do, even to this day ; bat tbey nerer 
suffered any one beside themselves, either iq India or in Britain, to 
interfere with their affairs. For the surrender of such rights, in 
themselves unalienable, the most solemn public instrument signed 
by them all, could scarcely have been urged. But, to quote ex- 
pressions in private letters, followed by so many years' conduct of 
a decidedly opposite nature, in which time these expressions were 
never urged by Fuller and his colleagues as inconsistent with 
their conduct, could only shew the strength of this unrighteous de- 
sire. The case of Felix Carey, indeed, defeats the very design 
of these quotations ; although the Society chose him their mis- 
sionary, he was never elected a member of the Serampore Uuion, 
but was supported by the Sociely*s funds till he gave up the mis- 
i^on. The folly of thus quoting insulated expressions from private 
letters,^ to prove what those who wrote them had declared they 
never intended^ must be self-evident. Of their own intentions 
they must have been the best judges, and when they drew up that 
letter to you, they never anticipated the least charge of inconsis- 
tency, knowing, as they did, that their minds had not undergone 
the least change relative to the grand objects of their work. But 
they never thought these would be promoted by placing all their 
affairs at the disposal of men who did not support them, and who, 
from being many thousand miles distant, could know nothing of 
them but by report. And ahhough conscious of innumerable im- 
perfections, they could not but be aware,that if Ihey possessed suffi- 
cient ' wisdom and faithfulness' to be vested with the management 
of the Society^s affairs in India, they must be competent to manage 
their own, and they were surprised that this should have escaped 
you. 

" But what can be said to a step which, but for divine goodness, 
might have torn up their union by the roots ? You mention that 
two letters were sent from the Committee, dated June *26th, and 
August 3lst, 1818^ of which brother Ward appeared to know 
nothing. This was the case, for he had been obliged to embark 
for England on account of his health a month before tbey reached 
Serampore. It has been already said, that an answer of five lines 
in a right spirit would have settled every thing, and secured the 
utmost harmony and co-operation for ever. But to suppose that 
any ' tedious discussions' by letter would make them alter the line 
of conduct they had adopted from the beginning, and to which 
they under God owed all their usefulness in India, or break a co- 
venant in which, after a month's deliberation, attended with con- 
tinual prayer, they had anew solemnly pledged themselves to each 
other, was not treating them as possessing either wisdom or faith- 
fulness. But this would not have prevented their returning a re- 
spectful answer to these letters though in precisely the same tenor, 
had not. one of them, before an answer was penned, received a 
letter from the Assistant Secretary (since declared by him to have 
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been «aDctioiied by the Sub-^^ommiitee,) addressed pmaMy la 
hiiii» desiring bim, as privately, to send borne his opinioa of the 
conduct and character of his colleag;ue, and expressing a suspicioii 
that he had been prevailed upon by his colleagues to sign this docu- 
Qient, without considering its import. This separiation of the <Mily 
two senior brethren then left at Serampore. by requesting one of 
them privately to report on the conduct and character oi the 
other, of course rendered it impossible for them to wike unitedly 
to the Committee, till they had dismissed their suspicions. From 
brother Carey's reply to this communication, it will be only ne- 
cessary to qubte his answer to one part. ' Yoii ask, if I had 
seriously and calmiif weighed the nstural and necessary cosse* 
quences of the printed letter, dated September, 1617. To this^ I 
]»ply, that I DID ; and that I thought it absolutely necessary,. not 
only for securing the traaquillity of the brethren at the Serampore 
station, btit also at every other, and which I and my brethren 
thought m danger the moment the Society assunwd a power to iti- 
tenfere in the internal econdmy of particular stations, either by 
appointing brethren to be thenr associates, or by directing (heir 
internal management.'^-—' Brother Adam is therefore mistaken ia 
Slaying, that I was ignorant of the real nature of that documewt 
till within a few days of the time when he wrote, and must sup- 
pose me the greatest fool or villain hi existence to sign a docunMot 
of that importance without understanding ijt.'— — **' I weighed 
every clause of that letter. perhaps a hundred times.' 

Qn such a letter to brethren united like those at Serampore, it 
is painful to comment. Had not the suspicion been indulged that 
brother Carey bad acted like ' a fool' in thus signing this letter, 
and bis colleagues like ' villains' in thus attempting to impose on 
him» it must have been sent without an object ; and if these sus- 
picions were indulged, brother Carey's saying in the private letter 
you are answering, that the Serampore brethren had been * treated 
with a suspicion which could only be iadilged towards the most 
arrant villains' was iHit the truth. Bui these suspiciosis were the 
more inexcusable, because grounded on a letter which you con- 
vict of flagrant falsehood. In that letter Mr. Adam had de^ 
clared to Dr. Stuart, that when Mr. Pearce was leaving. Ei^land 
there were committed to bis oave, deeds of law for the property 
at Serampore, to which %efe attached the sigaatnres of twelve 
trustees resident in England* and4o which Dr. Carey, Dr. Marsh- 
man, and Mr. Ward» were desired to add. theirs, with that of any 
single individual they thought fit to appoint. Thb you'declare 
to be totally false* and that no such documents were ever ia ex- 
istence. If then you saw that this respecting yourselves <W!a8 
false* there was surely no other dificalty in *ooacludtag that the 
part which represented Dr. Care^ as ' a fool* and Ms two col- 
leagues as * villains,' was equally ftlse, than your suspecting that 
this at least might be true. To hesitate ia pronouncing both 



Digitized by 



Google 



Atp/y €f thiiSerampare Miis$ianarie9, D4c, 17^ 18I1. iff 

equally fake, ^irm to indulge the suapicioii witli nrhich brollMr Ca« 
rey charges you^-^-aad to aeiid a letter privately to India lo eiif|Ufre, 
was to give these suapiciooa a place id the aaind till an adsw^t 
skiould be received. 

** Nor couM they h^ blind to thie ^jflfect which auoh a IcMer Chmi 
privately sent to one of their number niif bt have had upoo their 
unioB. What union that had not been strengthened by an itttt« 
macy of nearly twenty years which rendered every thought trans* 
parent, conki have withstood such an insidicHM preeedure I Not 
even brother Carey's having been one in heart with his Iwedirenal 
the time this letter was sent, could have preserved their union. 
Had the slightest disagreement between him and them happened 
afterwards, had the slightest jealousy or heait -burning existed be« 
tween them, or had he fek the least'wish to secure to himself tho 
favour of the Committee at home, this private application for «n 
answer equally private, must have separated the Serampore bse* 
thren for ever. Their uniou, however, was too w€^ cemented to 
be affected by this letter ; but it cured them of all trast In Com« 
mittees^ and convinced them more fully than ever, that perlvel 
independence, while it was the path of duty^ was the only patth of 
safety. From the same thoughtless disregard of consoqnenoes^ 
the same course might be adopted hereafter when less of agcawd 
experience existed in the union, and might at once dissolve it: and 
against this nothing could provide but the utter exclusion of «tl 
foreign interference. 

** But how is it, dear brethren, that the same course is in this 
letter pursued respecting^Mr. Ward ? What can be your view in 
sending to bis colleagues in India an expression said to be dropped 
by him in private conversation with Dr. Ryland 1 You must hasie 
known that he would reach India very soon after your letter; 
why then seek to divide him and his brethren for ever, by reprc^ 
seating him as having in reality charged them with iafamoos coik 
duct? Was the preservation of their union a mere nothing com^ 
pared with even the distant hope of their being snhjected to yoir? 
But are you acquainted with the cirourastances to winch brother 
Ward aHuded 1 You might with ease have convinced yourselves, 
that he referred neither to their independence, nor to the premises 
they had purchased. He referred to their Articles of Union 
which they now thought it necessary to embody in a leg^ form, 
and to the settlement of the Cdlege Premises, which their heovy 
avocations would not aUow them to complete before his faeallb 
constrained him to leave India ; and which he tbou^t so essential 
to their future charaeter and happiness that he felt no rest in his 
mind till it was done. When these legal Articles of Uoioii wene 
sent him, however, he wrote to his brethren that he heartily ap- 
proved of them, and that he was hastening back to live and die 
with them. Yet these solemnly recognized their independence 
and the exclusion of all interference in their affairs ; and left the 
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right of property in the premises and the trusteeship, precisely as 
before. After you had seen these Articles of Union, therefore, 
and had indelicately printed them, though they ^vere not sent to 
you ; and had heard from his own lips that, (though they concede 
nothing on the subject of your letter) he approved them, wishing 
only for one or two minor additions, how could you still print and 
circulate this expression without enquiring of him to what it al- 
luded, although then in London, when you must have been aware 
that its obvious tendency was to insinuate, that Mr. Ward was 
divided in heart from his colleagues, because he thought Dr..Carey 
and Dr. Marshman had been guilty of infamous conduct ? Is it 
thus, dear brethren, that you value and guard' the characters of 
your Serampore brethren, after all they have done to lighten the 
expense and the burden of the Baptist Mission in India? More- 
over, Mr.' Ward's maturest opinion respecting the Serampore bre- 
thren's independence, to oppose which is the object of your al- 
leging this sentence, you then had by you in a letter he wrote you 
from America, the receipt of which you acknowledge ; and not 
even brother Carey's declaration can be more decided than the fol- 
lowing address to you : • Now, my dear brethren, let us endeavour 
to form a fair, unbiassed judgment of the duties of a Mission So- 
ciety, and the real circumstances of the three men at Serampore, 
before and after they maintained themselves. Such a Society' 
does not direct the application of its own property. All its funds 
are public, and it becomes the adopted channel through which 
public contributions pass to the Missionary. His real patrons are 
the public ; and it is upon him that the hopes and expectations of 
the public, under God, rest. The Society and the Missionaries 
are tberefore the servants of the contributors, and are brethren 
mutually engaged in accomplishing the objects which the contri- 
butors have at heart. It is true, the Society has the delegated 
selection of the agents and the delegated appropriation of the 
contributions ; but it gives an account of its stewardship every 
year. The matter of fact, then, is, that the public employ some 
persons at home, and others abroad, to promote a certain object; 
and these servants are equally brethren. Such is the fair and 
righteous view of the subject, I conceive, when the agents receive 
public assistance. But it would be a most shocking attack upon 
every principle of justice, if such Society were to claim a right to 
keep in a state of subjection persons who should not only not b^ 
supported by the public, but be large contributors. The genius of 
the New Testament allows of no siich claim of supremacy. ' All 
ye are brethren.' No human laws tolerate such a claim, nor allow 
of such an interference as the Committee wish to establish. The 
right of the men of Serampore to independence, then, is estab- 
lished by reason, by scripture, and by the laws of every free 
country. And this will be the decision of the public, if ever the 
appeal be made to them.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



*!P(y 9f '*« Serampore Missianarieg, Dec 17, 18^1. 181 

** This calm and clear statement^ Mr. Ward's maturcst ideas 
on this subject, fold you that he judged the Serampore brethren's 
independence to begin from the first year of their supporting 
themselves, i. e. the first year of their union, that, if they had 
not contributed a farthing to the cause in India beyond their own 
support, still independence would have been their unalienable 
right ; that after becoming contributors to the cause io India, had 
they delegated the management of their contributions to the Com- 
mittee, as did the contributors in England, still this delegation, 
like theirs, must have been renewed year by year ; and that he 
regarded your attempts on their independence as a violation .of the 
common principles of justice. After receiving these separate 
answers from two of the three Serampore brethren, as yop felt 
certain that this was also the mind of the third, your still expressly 
declaring that * your judgments are not convinced of the pro- 
priety of the alteration/ too plainly shews that this wretched love 
of power still lives. That brethren, indeed, whose delegated 
power over certain funds in England is suspended from year to 
year on the will of the contributors, should say to contributors io 
India, who have declared that they never delegated to you the 
care of their funds, ' As far as relates to your freedom from all 
control in the management of your concerns, and the application 
of your funds, wb have long ago conceded t/,' makes them blush 
for Baptist brethren, — for Protestant dissenters. In their judg- 
ment you might as well talk of conceding to them the light of hea- 
ven or the air they breathe. They mourn, that, after the lapse of 
four years, circumstances should constrain them to repeat the 
concluding admonition of their letter in September, 1817, * We 
entreat you, beloved brethren, for love's sake, to lay aside this 
spirit of domination for ever. The attempt repeated may destroy 
that love which has so long existed between us, while the solid 
rock does not more firmly resist the wave than we shall every at- 
tempt on our independence.' 

" But certain expressions in Mr. Ward's letter to you from 
America, they cannot peruse without peculiar pain. While affec- 
tionately reasoning with you respecting the Serampore brethren, 
he speaks of your ' encouraging other brethren to settle close to 
them as their avowed and determined enemies ;' and elsewhere 
earnestly entreats you to say to the Serampore brethren, — * we will 
reduce Calcutta to a peace establishment.' Is it, then, a fact, 
that, after being with you sixteen months, he, on the closest reflec- 
tion, saw reason to believe that you were supporting a war estab- 
lishment in Calcutta, with a view to the Serampore brethren] That 
this was his mature opinion is evident. But have they deserved 
this of you, or the christian public ? Be assured, dear brethren, 
that if this be true in even the least degree, the God of Missions, 
by whom actions are weighed, will judge between you and your 
Serampore brethren. 
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^ Wb«D ilmy reque^tfii^ for tbe ifntod of Ijlietf y*w^> ^^ accotint 
ofpeculimr embttfrnssnents lelt and aatidpatod, a^smaU pa!rtt>f 
the fimda yav oonect; the negalive .fiinenwaa cUstmuDg, as lbs 
* absoiate' ncfceasity' piead«d did not patmemt your furniahing. a 
1600/. aiifioally to the bretbreo at CjBdeUtia; •of which recent 
eTents bare shewn that only a small ptart was espended. If yo« 
were onaoqoakited with thekrjwal tticuBiataBcea^ tfafantaDifcssted a 
atrange inatteotioD to your own a&ira; and if» when acquainted 
with tbeiBy you stiU continued to fufniah tfaenv with Uiia sMfa a»* 
<nally, you imve no right to coinplain of the low atate of yoof 
funda. They felt thia reftiaal the more dintresaing*, because not 
ibe icaat hint was added^ that their wants vhould be met as soon 
Bayou were able. Yet they could not but feel that tbey were 
only asking for that help to which commoo equity gave thcma 
rigbt. Of tbe fifteen stations, on the' continent of II]dil^ for which 
ytm collect fonds, ten of them are lying wholly on tbe Seramport 
bfethreD, as not a iarthisg of tbe money iatrustedto you fur Mia* 
sione in> India is expended on them. These ten stations are now 
left on them n'ltbout the least promise of help, though, proepectsof 
eatending usefulness should open, or even though their present 
means of support, should in any degree fail They cannot believe* 
however, that this is the will of those who so liberally commit to 
yoor care funds for the Mission in India. When the public so 
generously support' all those attempts to spread the gospel in 
India, the expenses of which lie wholly on them, it cannot be 
their determination to withhold a little help to men on the spot, 
who have for so many years borne as macb of the burden as they 
were able. Such a course would . be as deficient in wisdom as in 
generosity, as it would discoavage every^ effort made, on the spo^ 
IB heathen countries, although Divine goodaess has generally !»««- 
deved these the most effectual ; and the liberality which the Se^ 
nimpofe brethren have already experienced from all denomina^ 
tions, relative to schools and the translations of tlie Scripl«cef« 
£»rbids their admitting tbia idea for a moment. As long as you 
mention' Serampore, or Jessore^ or Midaapove, or Dacca, or Cbitr 
t^|Oog, in Bragal, or Benares, or Allahabad, or Futt^huv^ or 
Ajimere, or Delhi in Hindoost'han, in your Missionary reports^ 
thbsy cannot believe that the public, who intrust you with funds 
Amt tbe Misaion in. India, intend to exclude these stations from a 
abare in, them« any more than the brethren' at Calcutta, or Ctitwa* 
or Mocnrshedebad, or. Monghyr, or Digab. 

They reluctantly notice tbe kiaccuraey of your statement 
vaspecttng the sam collected in 1812, to repair their k>ss by the 
fiit»^ They have already stated that this sum was sent them by 
Jic Fntter within a year after this event; and that this was the 
Mse isevident from tbe last accounts ever edited by Mr. FuUei; 
those in P. A. No. xxviii., where you will find the following 
entry : — 
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" ' Gash from amount remaimng in hand of monies collected for 
the loBB by Hre» of which an accouot was dvea in No. xxw ^ 
aadf. 17«. M. 

" Aad if you refer to our accounts for 1813, which Mr* FoMcr 
had thea received, you will fiad this the last article on the debit 
«ide. 

*** To money collected in England to repair Iheir loss bv fire« 
je8750.' 

•* And on the credit side, the items in goods, drafts, &c, by 
which the money was received in that year. 

**-The account in No, xxix., which we never saw till Mr. Ward 
brought it in Oct. last, we must leave entirely to you. It seems 
4rawa up by some one totally ignorant of your affairs, and wbo 
aopposed that you did not intend to repair tlie loss by fire : bul of 
«uch an imposition on the public as to collect 10,0Q0L for a loss 
by fire, and apply it otherwise, we are certain you are incapable^ 
But that your funds were not insolvent after we in 1818 had de- 
bited you for the loss, will appear from the foUowing annual 
balance in your favour, from 1813 to July 1817, when we gave up 
your accounts, to Messrs. Alexander & Co. 

Dec. 1813, balance in your favour still, 

Dec. 1814, balance in your favour, , . 

Dec. 1816, ditto ditto . . . , , 

Dec. 1816, ditto ditto 

July 6, 1817, balance in your favour, paid -j 

into the hands of Messrs. Alexander aud t 3240 17 6 
Co. ) 

** When all these accounta lay by you, sent year by year, how 
could you, dear brethren,, hint that we had deceived you by sud^ 
dcnly debiting you: in 1818 with the loss by the lire, and thus 
inaking you above 800QZ. worse than you expected 1 You might, 
indeed, neglect to examine these accounts, and we fear that you 
did ; for, though they were sent annually^ we received not a line 
from yott respecting them for above four years after Fuller's death. 
But is it jusjt to represent us as deceiving you, because you neg- 
lected to examine your accounts? If, in Sept. 1815, you had 
10^103/* ia Exchequer bills, this was money collected for the Mis«- 
aion and kft you by FtiUer, and not the money collected for the 
£se, that he had sent out nearly three years before. 

f* It is witk equal reluctance that they notice your statement 
respecting Mr. N. Ward. The Serampore brethren encouraged 
him to avail himself of the invitation of Sir Stamford Rafiles, to 
estabUsh a. Mission and a printing press in Sumatra, solely with 
the view of advancing your Missionary interests, and the propriety 
of tha step you afterwards sanctioned by sending Missionaries 
thither. The printing press, &c. was furnished with the hope of 
enabling him to contribute towards his own support, and thus re- 



iei982 12 


6 


479 


3 


11 


1251 


13 


U 


1728 


19 


6 



Digitized by 



|gi 



GoBgle 



184 . Reply of the Serampore MissionarieSt Dec. 17, 1821. 

lieviog your funds; and with this view he purchased premises not 
only fit for a Mission, but also adapted for a school. As both the 
press and the premises remain your property, and form the great- 
est part of the sum you mention^ when it is considered liow much 
he has done since towards bearing his own Missionary expenses, 
he will be found to have acted most advantageously for your inte- 
rests. Was it kind to conceal these circumstances, if you men« 
tioned the case at all? 

*' Repecting the premises, they, as already observed, never in- 
tended to place the managemeut of them in the hands of the 
Committee, but only to vest in the Society the right of property 
in them, to prevent their being sold or applied contrary to their 
original intentions after their death, in which case the Society will, 
tis proprietors, have a full right of interference. But, as they never 
thought this mode of vesting them unsatisfactory, they never even 
hinted this to you. It is true, that when you requested of them 
the trusteeship also, they examined the deeds, which they had not 
before done for many years, and finding that in one of them, the 
trusteeship was hereditary, of which they were not previously 
aware, they as purchasers, immediately executed an explanatory 
declaration, which cut off every one belongiug to their own fami- 
lies, from the trusteeship of all three, unless elected thereto by 
themselves. If the other trustees have not done the same, this is 
not to be imputed to them as a crime : in cutting off their own 
families, they, at least, discharged their duty. But in this 
explanatory declaration, they anew declare themselves to be 
trustees ; and surely you are sufficiently acquainted with these 
things to know, that he who declares himself a trustee, says 
he is not a proprietor, since to be trustee and proprietor in 
the same deed, is manifest absurdity. The same incorrectness 
runs through the rest of your reasoning in that paragraph. 
Had the trusteeship been given you as well as the proprietorship, 
still this could have ^secured to you \no immense property in land 
and moveables/ It could not have secured to you a single move- 
able, nor, indeed, a foot of land, beside these premises themselves, 
the cost price of which is only j£3750. It could not, for in- 
stance, have secured the college premises and buildings, which, 
.when completed, will be worth four times the sum these premises 
cost. But these the Serampore brethren are vesting in a trustee- 
ship of eleven, which shall ever include two trustees in America, 
two* in great Britain, and three in India, beside themselves; one 
to be chosen from the mercantile body in Calcutta, one from the 
honourable company's civil service, and one from the supreme 
court, if possible, one of the judges. And they here add, that so 
little desirous are they of the exclusive trusteeship, even of the 
premises on v^hich they reside, that, if such an alteration be to 

* Since changed to one in America and three in Britain. 
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their power, they will, at any time vest them in the same eleven 
trustees. 

** From this simple statement of facts, it will appear, that the 
Serampore 'brethren have never entered into any stipulation which, 
they have not fulfilled ; that they came to India with the determi- - 
nation to co-operate to the utmost with their brethren at home in 
spreading the gospel there, and this not as hired servants, but by 
meeting as much of the expense of the work as they might be 
able ; that, to do this with greater effect, they entered into a cove- 
nant with each other to form a common stock, to which they have 
been enabled invi< lably to adhere for nearly twenty -two year?* 
And, in this state of union and devotedness to the cause, thej 
humbly hope to persevere to the end. It will appear further, that 
when distressed by conduct they deemed unrighteous, they did 
not suffer this to divert their minds from their work ; but having 
written to you decidedly and affectionately on the subject, they 
desisted, not suffering even suspicions which harrowed up the very 
soul, to drag them into strife and contention with brethren. Nor, 
when left without the least promise of help respecting the stations 
they supported, or the college they were attempting to establish, 
did they relax their efforts ; but, when convinced that the buildings 
of the college could be erected in no other way, they advanced 
10,000/. instead of 2500/., that the institution might not be over- 
whelmed with debt. This, however, with the missionary stations 
ai|d other he^vy expences lying upon them, will long subject 
them to distress and embarrassment. 

**. Your exhortations to ' friendly co-operation' are, to them, su- 
perfluous, though not unpleasant. On their parts, there never ex- 
isted any obstacle to friendly co-operation ; and when theirs was 
not. welcomed, they chose to bear their griefs in silence, till your 
printing this letter after it had been sent to them, rendered it their 
iB.dispensable duty to state facts as they really are. With conduct 
they must ever deem unrighteous in its principle, they can, of 
course, have no fellowship. In missions, indeed, they cannot but 
view it with terror, for upon unrighteous conduct in attempts to 
spread the gospel of righteousness and peace, they never expect 
the divine blessing, and without this, every missionary attempt is 
vain. Their independence is neither to be conceded nor circum- 
scribed by brethren ; it is the gift of God. They possess it equally 
with yourselves. But they are united in heart with all who love 
the cause of God, whether in India or their native land, and it 
will afford them delight to be able ever to co-operate with you. 
Becent circumstances have rendered it absolutely necessary that 
whatever may at any time appear respecting their attempts for the 
cause of God in India, be edited by themselves, that they may be 
answerable for its accuracy. To this they are c^strained by the 
necessity of, not merely repelling, but of guarding against the 
attacks now made from time to time; by the enemies of religion, in 

o 
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tbe various objects in which they are engaged. Siiice this, how- 
ever, will compel them to write more, their doing it will farnish' 
you with more abundant matter for your Missionary Herald, aiid 
they shall present to you whatever they thus publish, that you may 
insert therein any part, or the whole, as you may .think best. They 
shall also leave to you the collection of funds for all the mission 
stations in India, they having no wish to make any separate col- 
lections for those which lie wholly on them, unless they should be, 
unhappily, denied what they may. need for them; which, till their 
present means greatly fail, will be but little, as they have niiver 
yet thrown any burthen on the Christian publifc, which they could 
sustain themselves. 

'^ But one thing they must mention. They have confided to 
you the collecting funds of the schools and translations, particu- 
larly the latter. The funds for translations however, are so much 
morq than exhausted by the succeeding editions of the Bengalee, 
Hindee, Sungskrita> and Orissa scriptures, which they could no* 
longer defer, that they are sending h(»aiie their colleague and bro- 
ther Mr. J. C. Marshman, with the hope of recruiting them. For 
these versions, they are already more than 20002. in arrears^ and 
should there be any indifference or laxness iq collecting for them, 
while their chief dependence is on you for this purpose, it would 
go near to overwhelm them, and stop the work altogether. On 
this head they feel persuaded they need add nothing more. On 
the other hand you may rely on their assisting you in your exer- 
tions for evangelizing India, by their advancing, in case of emer- 
gency, pecuniary supplies to the brethren you support,* or in any 
way which will render your exertions efficient, without interfering 
with your own province of direction and control. 

** Finally, dear brethren, we trust that henceforth nothing will 
ever be permitted to interrupt in the least degree our mutual co- 
operation. In penning this letter we have endeavoured to avoid 
every expression which could justly give pain, nor have we seat a 
copy to any person beside the members of the Committee. And 
we relv on your own sense of justice to 'furnish Mr. Marshman 
with the name of every person beside the Committee, to whom a 
printed copy of your letter may have been sent, that a copy of 
this reply may be likewise sent him to remove all necessity-for 
general circulation. 

We remain, 
Your cordial and affectionate fellow-helpers in the gospel, 
W. Carey. Willian Ward. 

J. Marshman. John Marshman. 
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K. (page 53.) 

Letter from the Committee to the Serampore Missionaries. 

" London, October^ 1825. 
** Dear Brethren, 

** Year joint letter of the 10th of January last ar- 
rived in due course, and having been fully considered at our last 
quarterly meeting, we hasten to communicate our unanimous sen- 
timents thereon. 

'' We certainly did expect, in the event of your finding it neces- 
sary to renew your application for pecuniary aid, on account of 
the Missionary Stations under your direction, that some reference 
would have been made to our former correspondence on the sub- 
ject, especially to the Resolution passed at our quarterly meeting 
kk September 1823, and immediately transmitted to you. If there 
be reasons which appear to your minds sufficient to justify your 
declining to go the whole length of that Resolution, we should be 
obliged by your stating them ; but at all events, in order to meet 
inquiry, and justify the confidence reposed in us, by the body of 
our subscribers, we feel ourselves compelled to entreat that an ac- 
count may be rendered of the application of the sums voted for 
your disposal from the fund for general purposes; It would have 
been very acceptable, had such an account of the appropriation 
of the sum of 1000/. voted last year accompanied the present ap- 
plication, and we request it may yet be furnished. 

** In the mean while, since, from the circumstances you have 
•tated,it appears that delay may expose you to inconvenience, we 
have not hesitated to vote you a second grant of 1000/. which our 
Secretary has been directed to place to your credit in an account 
shortly to be handed to you. It must, however, be explicitly un- 
derstood, that you will send us without delay a statement of the 
particular objects and individuals in providing for whom the money 
is expended, and that full information on these points will be 
deemed necessary to justify the Committee in attending to any 
auch application in future.* 

** We cannot but observe that one part of your present letter 
very fully confirms the opinion we entertain on this subject* In 
consequence of certain charges lately brought against you in Cal- 
cutta, you have enclosed an Abstract of Accounts from 1806 to 
1812, with a request that we would audit and return them with 
our vouchers for their correctness. Had this been in our power, 

* It is proper to observe that these accounts were subsequently fui'ni**^ ' 
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we should most readily have complied with your wishes : bat you 
must be aware we have no documents that will enable us to insti- 
tute the examination you require. The correspondence of our 
Secretary with you on financial subjects several years since, will 
shew with what difficulty the accounts between yourselves and the 
Society were reduced at that time iuto any thing like proper order. 
It is to prevent a recurrence of such a state of things, and to be 
In possession of the means promptly and satisfactorily to repel 
any injurious charges or insinuations to which we are constantly 
liable, that we deem such statements as are now desired, indis-; 
pensable. 

'' While adverting to this fact, you will allow us to express our 
concern, that as far as we can learn, no decisive steps have yet 
been taken by you to secure the property at Serampore for the 
great purposes to which it has been professedly devoted. With-» 
out entering into any details on this subject, we will merely ob- 
serve that the opinion we expressed thereon in our letter of April 
25, 1821, remains to this day unaltered. Indeed, if we merely 
look back to the statement mutually adopted by ourselves and 
your Mr. John Marshman, under date of October 10, 1822, the 
second article clearly intimates the conviction then felt by us, and 
as we thought, participated by Mr. Marshman, that a different 
arrangement on this subject was absolutely called for, from regard 
to your own reputation. Whatever may have been the motives of 
those who lately published in Calcutta, animadversions on your 
conduct, we cannot but feel, as we distinctly forewarned you, more 
than seven years ago, that on this point your best friends will find 
it difficult to defend you from the charge of inconsistency. We 
are surprised to find that your opponents had procured and pub- 
lished a copy of your printed letter of September 1817 ; and 
should regret to find their coadjutors in this country, who are; 
equally active and determined, adopting the same course, as it 
would probably compel us to state these differences of opinion 
which we trusted would, long ere now, have disappeared for ever. 

" In Uie letter now before us, you state that you have associated 
with yourselves in missionary labour our friend and brother Mr. 
Mack. From our knowledge of Mr. Mack's c^racter, we were 
persuaded from the first that he would naturally care for the Uate 
of the heathen, and exert himself in every way, compatible with his 
other engagements, for their benefit ; and as far as information 
has reached us, we have been gratified to see that the result has 
answered our expectations. Knowing therefore his readiness to 
tike part in Missionary labour, we thought it probable that he had 
been admitted into the Missionary Union, but as his name does 
not appear attached to your joint letter, this conjecture does not 
seem .to be well founded. 

'' We observe, too, with some concern, that, in the following 
paragraph the Missionary Stations are described as connected vith 
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Seirampore College. Such an union, we are convinced, would be 
▼ery unsatisfactory to the great body of serious Christians in this 
country ; in proof of which, we need only remind you that Mr« 
Ward found it vain to attempt procuring subscriptions for the 
College generally^ and pledged himself, therefore, thuit all contri« 
butions, or the interest of them, received by him, ^ should be ap-* 
plied to the distinct purpose of training native Missionaries for the 
service of the gospel.' Whatever advantages may ultimately be 
derived from the establishment of the College, it cannot, we ap- 
prehend be considered as a missionary institution ; and therefore, 
we conceive, the regulation of Missionary Stations should not be 
directly and officially connected with it. 

** We have been the more desirous to express, thus frankly, our 
opinions on the subjects to which you letter relates, because, in 
communications lately received from Dr. Marshman by some of 
our number, there appears to be a degree of misconception as to 
our views and sentiments thereon. At the same time we beg to 
assure you of our sincere and unabated concern, that, in whatever 
tends to promote the glory of God and the good of souls, the work 
of your hands may be established upon you, and of our willingness 
to co-operate with you in all such undertakings, to the utmost of 
our ability. 

« We are, 

** Dear Brethren, 

** Affectionately yours, 

'* Signed at the request and on ** Benjamin Sh aw« 

behalf of the Committee, Chairman '' 



L. (page 101.) 

Letter from Serampore, March 20 , 1830; and the Resolutions 
of the Committee in Reply, dated Dec. 10, 1830. 

The following letter from Serampore, dated March 20, 1830« 
was forwarded by Samuel Hope, Esq., of Liverpool, under date 
of October 5th, and read at the Quarterly Committee Meeting, 
November 3d. 

^' To the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society. 

*\ Dear Sirs, 

** The close of our connexion with you, which was 
arranged by mutual consent on the 17th of March, 1827, has^ 
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created a necessity for the adjustmeDt of certain questions which 
Afttarally arose out of the circumstances of our former union, and 
respecting which we had determined • to address you when Dr. 
Marshman's return should again complete our number. We feel 
. t^e tnore anxious to bring these questions to a speedy and equitable 
termination, from the conviction that, while they continue anar- 
ranged, an undue share of attention is excited by them, to tho 
neglect of the more weighty interests of the Missionary cause. 
We owe it, therefore, primarily to the undertaking in which we 
have so long been associated together, and, in a secondary degree^ 
to the consistency of our characters, to devise some efficient means 
for securing a conclusive examination of the questions referred to. 
'* To obtain an equitable decision upon these points, no plan 
appears to us more suitable than to request three of our friends to 
meet three of the firiends of the Society, to be appointed by you^ 
and to leave the decision of these questions to the united wisdom 
and judgment of these six gentlemen, as arbitrators between us. 
We would therefore beg to nominate Samuel Hope, Esq., of Liver- 
pool, our Treasurer, and any two other individuals whom he may 
desire to associate with himself; and would intreat the favonft of 
your associating with your Treasurer, John Broadley Wilson, Esq. 
any other two gentlemen, whom you may deem proper, to meet 
together, and, after mature deliberation, to form a final judgment* 
upon the topics which we are about to mention, with the under- 
standing that the award of a majority of them shall be mutually 
ceasidered conclusive%* 

" The points to which we would solicit the attention of these 
arbitrators are three : The first refers to the premises at Seram- 
pore, consisting of the three parcels of ground purchased in 1800, 
1801, and 1804, and which we have now occupied for more than 
a quarter of a century. They were purchased with the proceeds 
of our own labour, and invested in the name of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, in the same deed by which we were appointed 
trustees. In that capacity we have hitherto devoted the rents of 
them to the support of the Missionary exertions at Serampore. • 

<< To avoid all future occasion of slander, we are desirous of 
resigning our Trusteeship, on condition of being admitted to 
occupy the premises as tenauts, as long as we shall pay the rent 
which may be fixed by mutual consent. The peculiar circum- 
stances connected with the purchase of them, combined with the 
heavy expenditure which we have incurred in repairing and ien- 
larging them, entitle us, we presume, to expect that, on our voluu^- 
tary resignation of the Trusteeship, the permanent occupation of 
them, as tenants, both for ourselves and those upon whom our 
business may devolve, should be secured uuder the same arrange- 
ment by which they are transferred to new trustees. It is there^ 

• Should.six gentlemen undertake the baslness referred to them, they nnst 
of course choose a sbventh to be the Umpire.— J. I. 
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fofe our wkfa that/ at tlie meeting wt propose, the principle of the 
new Deed of Trust, and the amount of the rent should he dis* 
cussed and settled* 

'' The appropriation of this rent is the next question of inquiry. 
We are led to imagine, from the following eonsiderations,, that the 
rent should be allotted to the support of the stations connected 
with Seram pore. First, the funds of the Society .have not been 
charged either with the original purchase or subsequent repairs of 
fhem. Secondly, they were purchased with a view to the exigent- 
cies of .the Seram pore mission. Thirdly ; the Missionary Stations 
dependent upon us for support, amount to twelve. Upon these 
grounds, it appears to us reasonable, that the value of the rent 
should be appropriated to the maintenance of the stations con- 
nected with us, and we hope the question will appear in the same 
light to you, more especially when it is borne in mind that we are 
at the present moment under obligations to the relatives of de- 
ceased Missionary brethren to the extent of 220/. annually, But» 
should it be your desire, that the proceeds of the premises should 
be transferred to your funds, we would rather consent to the 
measure than defeat the object of this communication, and have 
requested Mr. Hope, in that case, to provide in the new deed for 
the resignation of the rent to yod in perpetuity., 

'* The second subject to which we would entreat the attention of 
the arbitrators is, the auditing of our accounts of the sums entrusted 
tousastheagents of the Society, to July 5th, 1817, when we transfer- 
red the balance of your account, 27,980 rupees, to Messrs. Alexander 
and Co. Of the sums thus entrusted to us, the accounts for 1812 
and onwards were adjusted by Mr. Marshman, with a Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to meet him in 1822, but all the adjusted docu-i 
menta which refer to the accounts for the twelve preceding years^ 
were consumed in the fire which laid the Printing Office in ashes. 
We havCf therefore, no evidence to produce of their accuracy 
beyond the accounts themselves, which we do not feel ourselves at 
liberty to publish without your consent, 

*' Since the publication of the Oriental Magazine in Calcutta, 
in 1824, we have been distinctly charged with having made false 
entries relative to these funds, and of having edibezzled them ; 
conscious as we are, that, in the administration of all the funds en- 
trusted to us by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
we acted with a rigid and scrupulous fidelity to their interests, we 
cannot but feel deeply »ffeeted by the wound thus inflicted upon 
our characters. We cannot therefore permit our connexion with 
jou to cease without soliciting such a testimony, to the faitliful 
discharge of our duty while we acted as your agents, as shall 
acquit us of the charge of dishonesty. We would therefore re^ 
quest the favour of your placing in the hands of the gentlemen 
who may be appointed by you, the accounts which we formerly 
transmitted to you, that they may be subjected to a rigid exami^ 
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nation. If« from the want of documents in* the records of the 
9Miety» the arhitrators should be unable to bestow a satisfactory 
attention on each individual iteni, we must still entreat that we 
may not be allowed to suffer from the incompleteness of yonr 
accounts, but that the arbitrators may be instructed to compare 
our entry of receipts with the various entries of remittances pub- 
lished in the Periodical Accounts, and to weigh the sums put 
down by us to the debit of each individual missionary, with the 
experience of the Committee as to the probable exp^iditure of 
8 missionary family. In the absence of a more detailed ex- 
amination, this would perhaps enable them to decide generally 
upon our fidelity to the trust reposed in us. From this scrutiny, 
we have reason to expect, either such a testimony to the honest 
administration of the funds committed to us, as shall restore our 
characters in the opinion of honourable men, or such a distinct 
notice of those entries which may appear excessive, as shali en- 
able us, from the few documents Jeft to us after the fire, to send 
you a'saCi^drct%>ry explanation of them. • -• 

'' The third question which appears to require adjustment re- 
lates to the stock existing at Serampore in 1817. We were fully 
aware that, in 1801, we had offered to unite the proceeds of our 
income with the general stock, but had no knowledge or remem- 
brance of the letter written by Dr. Marshmau in 1812, and now 
for the first time made public, in which he says * all this is yours, 
not ours/ Anxious as we are to acquit ourselves of every obliga- 
tion under which we may be supposed to have been laid, even by 
this private and unauthorized letter of one of our members, we are 
willing if you require it, to assume that the whole of the stock ex* 
isting at Serampore, in September 1817, and denominated Mis- 
«on Property, was under obligation to the Society. We would 
therefore beg the attention of the arbitrators to the adjustment 
of this question,^ that it may no longer continue a subject of de- 
bate. The property respite ting which they will have to decide, con- 
sisted of the punches, the library, the museum, aud tli.e stock of 
the printing office, as the few outstanding balanqes then existing 
were encumbered with the debts which we had contracled. It 
will remain with them to decide, whether thc'puliches, whicli are 
still in our possession, and the museum and libmr^, which we have 
p}acedan the college, shall be given to the Committee or not. The 
stock of the printing office has been worn but in the htst twelve 
years ; the question, therefore, which requires to be decided ia 
reference to it, is, whether its pecuniary value shall be given to 
the Society. To assist their examination of this point, we would 
remark^ that this stock, though said in a private letter to belong; 
to the Society, was the product of our own unaided labour ; that 
we never received any equivalent for considering it the property 
of the Society ; that, since the separation in 1817, it has been em- 
ployed in providing a part of the funds from which pur Missionary 
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statioiis and college bav« been supported ; and that up to March 
1827> all the reports of the Missionary stations were sent to the 
Society^ to assist them in raising funds for their own Missions. 
Taking all these circiimstances into consideration, we desire to 
lea^eit to the wisdom and equity of the arbitrators to decide, 
whether we shall refund its value to you tn money. Should it be 
decided that we have fully redeemed ourselves from the claims of 
the Society on this ground, we shall be justified in soliciting a do- 
cument, liberating us from all demand* Should it, on the con^ 
trary, be the sense of the arbitrators, that we are still bound to 
make good the value of the stock thus consumed, we must entreat 
them to define, in pounds sterling, the sum total of our pecuniary 
obli^tions, and to allot such a period for the gradual liquidation 
of this debt, from the proceeds of oar future labour, as shall occa- 
sion the least possible inconvenience to the Missionary stations, 
m>w dependent aimost wholly upon our individual exertions. 

We remain, 

Dear Sirs, 

Yours very faithfully, 

William Carey. 
J. Marshman. 
John Marshman.'' 
Serampore, 
March 20th, 1830. 



In reference to the above Letter, the following Minute occurs 
in the Records of the Society. 

** Resolved unanimously, 

" That although this Committee have not considered themselves 
as engaged in any controversy or dispute with the Serampore 
brethren which would require to be settled by arbitration, and 
foresee considerable difficulties in the plan proposed in their letter 
of March 20 last, yet that they are so desirous of adopting any 
meiasure likely to promote the great and sacred object which both 
parties profess to have in view, that they are willing to confer with 
Mr. Hope, and any friend he may name, as to the basis on which 
s(ny such mutual agreement can be framed. 

** As, however, Mr. Hope did not consider himself at liberty to 
propose, or assent to any other mode of arrangement than that 
prescribed in the Serampore letter, the Committee, on the 16th 
of December, agreed upon the following articles, as expressing 
their views in relation to each of the points adverted to. These 
were communicated to Mr. Hope, by letter on the following day. 

** 1. As to the premises at Serampore, specifically mentioned in 
the Serampore letter, the Committee can only repeat what they 

P 
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have uniformly stated, from the year 1819, to the present day, 
that their only object is to secure them in the best possible way to 
the purposes contemplated by the Society. The necessity of this 
was acknowledged by Mr. John Marshman in 1822, and again by 
Dr. Marshman, in 1826, who admitted that the present deeds were 
insufficient, and promised that a new arrangement should be made 
immediately on his arrival in India. The Committee very much 
regret that this pledge has not yet been redeemed, and are ready 
and desirous to concur in any suitable arrangement for this pur« 
pose, and to do all in their power to carry the same into -effect. 

" 2. The Committee willingly consent that the rents and profits 
which, under the arrangement proposed, may arise from the said 
premises, should be appropriated in aid of the Missionary stations 
connected with Serampore, as long as they shall be under thedi* 
rection of Drs. Carey and Marshman : but they cannot bind the 
Society to agree to such appropriation, or to the permanent oc- 
cupation of the premises themselves, by any other individuals, 
without an opportunity being afforded to the Committee for the 
time being to exercise their judgment in the case. 

" 3. The Committee are of opinion that the Serampore 
missionaries would most effectually remove the unfavourable 
impressions to which (heir letter refers, by framing and publishing 
some definite arrangement, which should secure to missionary 
objects, not merely the parcels of land mentioned by them, but 
whatever property they have acquired in their missionary cha- 
racter — according to the tenor of the Form of Agreement of 
1805. 

'' 4. The Committee never entertained the remotest idea of 
making any claim on behalf of the Society, to the various articles 
of stock existing at Serampore in 1817 ; so that there is no neces- 
sity of ascertaining the value of these articles, or of determining 
to whom they belong, except so far as the said stock may4>e 
comprehended within the spirit and meaning of the foregoing 
paragraph. 

'' 5. For the reason stated in our public letter of Oct. 1826, the 
Committee are unable to audit the accounts from 1806 to 1812, a 
period in which none of the present Committee had any active 
share in the management of the Society's affairs: but they are 
quite ready to avow their full persuasion that these operations 
were conducted, on the part of the Serampore brethren, with the 
utmost integrity and fairness." 



THE END. 
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